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"AMONG OURSELVES" is with us again. 

Whether the staff news-sheet, "Among Ourselves," first (and 
last) issued in 1917 was resuscitated in the "Ghost Chamber" on 
the evening of October 27th, in the basement of South Branch, is 
a moot question. Perhaps it is inevitable that any organ, once 
published, has, like the fabled cat, at least nine lives, Anyway, 
here it is again, before your very eyes! 


This Lilliputian publication can only survive with the co-op- 
eration of every member of the staff. Of course, such announce- 
ments as new appointments, resignations, promotions, end trans- 
fers are readily available at Administration Headauarters, and 
will be included from time to.time. But such items as special 
exhibits, club activities, lectures, readings, programs, and the 
like, are earnestly solicited from the Branches. These together 
with items of personal news, will be welcomed by the Publicity 
Committee---Ruth Fastwood, Chairman (F), Ada J. Cobb (M), Louis 
N. Feipel (Ad), and Adelaide A. Kennedy (PS 89). 


Above all, suggestions for improvement and expansion, and 
constructive criticism of each issue, will be essential for such 
a staff organ as this to become successfully established. 


ody MW. Thora 


President, B.P.L. Staff Association 
-o-0-o0- 


A MRESSAGF FROM THE CHIFF LIBRARIAN 
Dear Fditors: 


I am pleased to be permitted to say a word or two for this 
first number of our house organ. It is peculiarly fitting for 
librarians to use the written word - that is their stock in trade. 
And scattered as we are it is almost impossible for us to keep 
that personal contact which means friendly and efficient function- 
ing of our organization. Resort to some form of print is there- 
fore our next and most natural step. Through a monthly letter 
all of us will get the news of the staff which might otherwise, 
through accident, not come to our ears for an indefinite period. 
if we are to be happy in our work we must be informed not only 
about the outside matters concerning the world at large but also 
about the events and incidents of our own group. “Among. Ourselves" 
will therefore serve an excellent purpose; and I can see it becom- 
ing as indispensable to a member of the staff of the Brooklyn 
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Public Library as the "Atlantic Monthly" is supposed to be to a 
New Fngland professor. 


From time to time I hope you may allow me the privilege of a 
line or two, so that I may let you know our plans, may give you 
some notes by which we may steer our course, This is the season 
of goodwill, and I could easily let my pen run in thet direction, 
However, among ws all seasons are thus characterized. And so all 
I desire to say now is to express satisfaction in the move you are 
making, and confidence in its complete success. 


Sincerely yours, 


filton J. Ferguson 


-0-O0-0- 
RCHOFS FROM THE A.L.A. CONFERENCE 


1t is difficult to enumerate. briefly the high lights of the 
A.L.A. Conference, as they were numerous and bright. The regis- 
tration of over 5,000 was surely remarkable in this time of stress 
and economy. An. imposing array of foreign librarians, adminis- 
trators of famous storehouses of knowledge, added to the import- 
ance of the occasion; and there was substance and wit in many of 
the addresses. Listening to Dean Judd, Howard Mumford Jones, 
Mary Fllen Chase (to name but three), one could forget even the 
unyielding rigidity of the ballroom chairs! There was an inspir- 
ing notein the frequency with which quality was stressed, And, of 
course, there was always the Fair, just across the way, waiting 
for the unfilled hours. 


Bertha G. Crozier (South) 


Numbering three thousand, as we did, we had a good time, with 
no one missing the others very inuch, We went to meetings, listen- 
ed awhile, and when no chairs were forthcoming, we went out. We 
investigated Chicago's libraries, sauntered through the Art Institute. 
tramped through the "Fair", shopped at Marshall-Field's, "did" the 
Field Museum, and listened to the wonders told about the heavens 
at the Adler Planetarium. We ate in all the dining-rooms of the 
Stevens Hotel and slept wearily each night in one of its finest 
beds. We met many nice people, and made many friends; but’we think 
our nicest one is J. Christian Bay, of the John Crerar Library, 
who told us many things, and then presented us with an old Biblical 
menuscript on vellum, to be for ever afterward associated with the 
A.L.A.'S SS5th Annual Conference, and my first meeting. 


Fthel A. Bailey (Fletbush) 


it was indeed a pleasure to be one of such a large gathering, 
and to have the opportunity to see and sneak with individuals 
from far and near, many standing at the very peak of their pro- 
fession. Though one might feel oneself to be but the tiniest "cog 
in the wheel," it was a great satisfaction to realize that, in 
this scientific age, the "wheel" was daily becoming a more perfect 
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and smooth-running piece of machinery, and was constantly moving 
forward! 
Julia Holzapfel (Bj) 


According to May Lamberton Becker, “the American Library 
Association meeting was so lively, I came within three hours of 
being the only American to visit Chicago this year and not see 
the Fair." 


LIBRARY CREDIT UNION 


It seem appropriate that the first issue of the revived staff- 
paper should contain a reminder of the work of the Library Credit 
Union and the excellent possibilities for service that it offers 
to its members. 


The Credit Union is organized under the banking laws of New 
York State. Last year, the first of its existence, it was able to 
pay a six-percent dividend to its members. As an investment, either 
of large sums or small monthly instalments, it will probably con- 
tinue to pay the investor more than a savings bank; so that staff 
members who are saving toward a vacation or service leave might do 
well to investigate the possibilities of using the Credit Union. 


The Credit Union will also finance small loans for its members. 
Sums up to $50 mey be had by any shareholder, without endorsement; 
beyond thet amount (up to $200), one or two co-msekers are required. 
These loans are made for ten months, at the rate of one percent a 
month on unvaid balances. For example, on a %50 loan the borrower 
peys back $5.50 the first month, $5.45 the second month, $5.40 the 
third, and so on, until at the end of ten months the loan is liqui- 
dated, with interest. Many members of the Queens and New York 
library-systems have taken such loans as an easy way of financing 
tuition fees, vacation expenses, and emergency demands of various 
kinds; but the Brooklyn staff-members have appeered to be reluctant 
to avail themselves of these advantages. At the present time 
there are about forty 3.P.L. members in the Union, with one Branch 
having a nearly one-hundred-percent enrolment. Let us come in 
strong, both as depositors and as borrowers! 


Membership in the Librery Credit Union is limited to the 
employees of the public libraries of Greater New York, and may be 
had at $5 a share, which amount may be paid in one or more instal- 
ments. 


-0-0-o- 
RECENT STAFF CHANGES 
Adah M. Colby, Branch Librarian at ilontague, resigned on 
July 6, 1955. Miss Colby was originally appointed on the staff of 
the BsPsly On April 15, 1902 


Jesse E. Cross was appointed Reference Librarian, at Montague, 
July 1, 19535. 
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Mrs. Eugenia Arnold Smith, Assistant Superintendent of Work 
with Children, resigned on August 31, 1953. Mrs. Smith is now in 
Europe. 


Mrs. Marguerite N. Spaans, Assistant Children's Librarian, 
Grade 2, at Saratoga, resigned on October 7, 1953. 


Clara Greenberg was appointed as Library Assistant, Grade @, 
at Montague, October 16, 1933, to fill the vacancy created by the 
resignation of Mrs. Phyllis K. Carroll. 


Ruth Lamson was appointed Library Assistant, Grade 2, at 
Sheepshead, October 17, 1935, to fill the vacancy created by the 
resignation of Iva W. Foster, who leaves to attend the Columbia 
School of Library Service. 


Olive O. Munson was appointed Library Assistant, Grade 2, at 
Kensington, October 16, 1955, to fill the vacancy created by the 
resignation of Mrs. Etta G. Wagner. 


Ruth E. Everett was appointed Library Assistant; Grade l, at 
De Kalb, October 16, 1955, to fill the vacancy created by the 
resignation of Naomi F. Fleagle. 


Mrs. Gladys S. Williams, Library Assistant, Grade l, at 
Williamsburgh, resigned on October 31, 1933. 


-0-0-0- 
Good News from Miss Hunt 


We are happy to say that Miss Hunt is well on the road to re- 
covery. Postmaster-General Farley must have noticed the increase 
in revenue derived from the heavy mail received by Miss Hunt. 
Friends visiting her found her cheerful and optimistic, and ready 
to join the ranks again in a few weeks. 


Other Personals 


Mr. Sullivan, Secretary of the Board, and Chief Librarian 
Ferguson attended the funeral of the late Richard R. Bowker, at 
Stockbridge, Mass., on November 14, 193535. 


Florence O'Gara, of Williamsburgh, won a copy of “Authors 
To-day and Yesterday" in the H. W. Wilson Company's recent photo- 
graph-identification contest. 


Anna Durward, of Brownsville, is a member of this year's class 
at the Pratt Institute Library School. 


Viola Chittenden White, formerly of Brownsville, has been ap- 
pointed curator of the Abernethy Collection of American Literature 
at Middlebury College, Vermont. For the past two years Miss White 
has been studying for her doctorate at the University of North 
Carolina. The subject of her dissertation was Herman Melville. 
Miss White has published several volumes of poems, the most recent 
of which is "Blue Forest." 
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Many of our children's librarians were the guests of the 
Viking Press on Wednesday afternoon, October llth. They were in- 
vited to meet the authors and illustrators of Viking's 1933 junior 
books. : 


"The Conquest of the Atlantic,” written and illustrated bv 
Ingri and Fdgar Parin d'auleire, is of special interest to the 
Pereue aceart? for Mrs, Parin d'£ulaire, is a sister of Mrs. Degny 
Rennie, formerly of Kastern rarkway. 


Word has been received of the birth of a deughter, Jane 
Campbell Moore, to Lieutenant and Mrs. Granville /lexander Moore, 
U.S.Navy, on August 19, 19355, at Coronado, Californie. Mrs. 
Moore was formerly Fmily Woodward, first assistant at Greenpoint. 


f£nna P. Shumway, of Midwood, won the distinction of having a 
short story - "Ike and us Moons," included in O'Brien's "Best 
Short Stories of 1933." 


-0-O0-0- 
THF STAPF ASSOCI/ TION HALLOWE'EN P/ RTY 


On October 27th,y the Staff Association held a most interest- 
ing Hallowe'en party, at the South Brench, 


Everybody who attended had an unusually good time. Our thanks 
are extended to the members of the Social Committee and the South’ - 
steff for their untiring efforts in making this such an enjoyable 
evening. 


The room was decorated in Hallowe'en colors so artistically 
arrenged that you completely forgot you were in a library euditor- 
ium. The costumes were pretty, interesting, and clever. It was 
difficult to distinguish people, as it was a mesk-perty and steff- 
members stepped out of their chrracters for the evening, to fit 
their masquerade costumes, 


Miss Winifred Jaekson, of South, told a very gruesome ghost- 
story. Until thet evening, nobody realized thet we had a trained 
ballet at Macon; but that Staff surprised us with 9» clever snilor- 
Gance. The girls wore ssilor costumes, snd Miss Burdett was 
enptein of the good ship "Macon." This wes not only an interest- 
ing group in itself, but also very appropriate to the celebration 
of Navy Day, which fell on thet date. 


One of the most delightful festures of the evening's enter- 
tainment was a shadow-play, called "A Librarian's Nightmare," 
written by Miss Dorothy 3loch, end presented by Miss Dorothy 
Voorhees and the Committee. It was very cleverly nnd humorously 
done. 


There was a grend merch preceding the awerding of prizes, 
Cecile J. Lynch was awarded a prize for the most beautiful costume, 
while another prize went to Miss Voorhees for the most original 
One e 


ik ALA a fa Ai EN eT hors 
D. j 
iy My yang “dines ti t i a i f “eh ‘ eb, i { 
v { ij ye ie ft Wee Bs Wei a ire ifr iB ¥ bit he t ie) ie pay 
ie Pa el a ata yds hy ‘A io a ie la iba 
238 nt 


OO add tee ‘eheous’. a , 
ho eek ata Mal rn Sa ey ott dered 


y 
no fet, eer a’ EY Pe) amoanate 
4 i : h 1 ae ON i sf Ea as ‘ 
4 a | \ i he Hf : f ) 
" eba wens * «bite 
| elk Latongs a ah gaa 
vee ak Vo metata % eh. eae Mae 
t ¥ } 5 : j 
AK. | RAN ey poem seh Be! byisgaed oO 29 RE 
. i ‘ * hal ms ae : * ' H i 


seg ont. ‘dei a Ath Py bee od.’ ‘pe 
ga Ge? ar ae tut i ae 


Wek in ebay 


Qa a ree F 
aan i P ai ay Win, seis yin dd” Milles lM Wing, xO 
a Ahi DNny fy a at i Me | PG By: AR M Re AWM at ela ve IV Hiern 
é Laie eine a ee -, | Cea Ts rae TA tl Re are /Sy “tT ~ 
; 0] 4 oA J ® pat ny a ia's ike i a GP Ny OM - re ‘ 


; i i ' ue by hal saben sy a “a Uy Kee # vBaR y ie Ce BY : 
‘ ant : TU 


. Xue 


\ 
Dy yy 
yet 
1 4 a ne 
% ” hh ane 
: i 
2 
{ wine " 
Lie i 
4 
4) 
f on 
Wi 
iy 4 } any 
My iy a 
a 
ae 
0 an 
Se Y ri 
ke ¢0 
ie . 
ea ae 
MR 
v ii 
y ¢ 4h rr © 
n 4 
i ah 


a! 


4 pas lt 4 i sori i) wu ¢y taro i rls 3 
vat ine ants) ae 


a cs Ma Mai ae Win) nae m white “Hogi: Mi 
ae a ad Ae vt ay. yee abs eed vtiaade ig we 
f t > ' PX i 


ad i re 


ters wy 
Die ube 4 ‘i: 


siden bores 
Babe 


ai ] 
5 ou J 


a ae 


The grand finale was the serving of refreshments, consisting 
of doughnuts and coffee, served for the first time on our new, 
attractive Staff Association china thet was bought from the pro- 
ceeds of the last Staff Association bridge-party. 


A good time was had by all. And let it be resolved that we 
have more parties where we meet our Librery friends in such an en- 
joyable atmosphere. 


-0-0-0- 
NEW DUPLICATE-PAY BRANCHES 


Williemsburgh and Crown Heights are about to be added to the 
list of Brenches having a Duplicete Pay-Collection. The other 
Dupliceate-Pay Branches are: Bay Ridge, Bedford, Brownsville, Carroll 
Park, East, Eastern Parkway, Flatbush, Fort Hamilton, Kings Highway, 
Mecon, Midwood, Montague, Pacific, Prospect, Saratoga, and Sheeps- 
head Bay. 


-0-O0-0- 
BeP.L. Anniversaries 


On September lst the City Park Carnegie building completed its 
twenty-fifth yeer of existence. 


Two days later (September 3d), the Saratoga Carnegie building 
marked a Similar event. 


In December, three branch Carnegie buildings will celebrate | 
their twenty-fifth anniversaries: Leonard, on December lst; Bushwick, 
on December 16th; and Brownsville, on December 19th. 
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No. 4 December, 19353 


AROUND TO THE BRANCHES DURING BOOK WEEK 
By Irene Smith 


Special occasions in the Branches have a potential festivity 
for all of us that has never been freely enjoyed. If there were 
some unimaginable supply of extra help to be had, then more might 
go a-visiting to see the library sights in a distant part of the 
borough. Ideally, one would be hostess without harassment---and 
guest without remorse for the suffering companions left at work. 
Under these circumstances, the ingenious, artistic, and interest- 
ing exhibits offered during Book Week could have special, aelight- 
ed appreciation from those on the inside. 


The children's librarian is usually the chief designer; and 
She makes her preparations as far ahead as the summer vacation. 
At many Branches, everyone from tne janitor up helps the children's 
librarian with her exhibit. To catalogue the subjects displayed 
this year in no way represents their total effect; but the bare 
facts shall be purveyed for want of a more intimate exchange. 


South had a Russian exhibit throughout the Branch, with in- 
teresting native arts and crafts, and colorful posters, Its time- 
liness and artistic appeal were muath-praised. The scene was as 
modern as to-day at Carroll Park, where Transportation was the 
theme, and at City Park, where models of the Century of Progress 
buildings reproduced Chicago's fair. Flatbush and Irving portrayed 
literary subjects, with displays that worked in some of the good 
Older beoks; while Bedford, Brownsville Children's, and Fast ex- 
hibited the season's new books in interesting group arrangements. 
At Kings Highway the subject was Travel; at Prospect, American 
Indian Life. Pacific had Pioneer Days, and Williamsburgh had 
People the World Over, with delightful black-and-yellow silhouette 
posters. 


BFastern Parkway was fortunate in obtaining beautiful small 
models of houses that demonstrated, very attractively, various 
types of American houses, Bushwick went into the home-life of 
many peoples, showing on several tables an Eskimo village, Chinese 
and Japanese houses, a Swiss chalet, a castle, log-cabin, and 
wigwem - all parts of the general sibject, “From Caves to Skyscrapers 
It is unnecessary to explain that each children's librarian arranged 
appropriate groups of books around “hese veried museum objects, 
carrying the ideas as far as possibie. 


Stories were brought to life at Coney Island by means of small 
toy animals.and figurines that illustrated well-known books. Both 
Saratoga and Macon went nautical. Macon had port and starboard 
lights among other features, (Their Hallowe'en Party performance 
made them sea-minded.) The manual-training classes in the schools 
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‘near Red Hook lent an exhibit of handicraft and carpentry. 


Many fascinating objects were to be seen at De Kalb, as part 
of a panorama entitled, “Progress Through the Century." Some of 
its phases were: progress of light (the candle to the electric 
bulb); Transportation, from stagecoach to aeroplane; time-telling, 
from hour-glass to clock; and broadcasting the news, from town- 
crier to the radio. 


Leonard's many visitors received a thrilling trip through the 
Latin classics. Large portraits done in brown crayons showed the 
austere heads of Caesar, Cleopatra, Antony, Brutus, Hannibal, 
Virgil and Cicero; while the great Augustus and his Livia adorned 
with noble countenance the center panels of the reading-room. In 
the children's room were such objects as a Koman house, ancient 
Roman coins, and a model of Caesar's bridge across the Rhine. 
Everyone was much impressed, and high-school students were seen 
scurrying around with note-books in hand, copving the neat little 
inscriptions that lighted a path through the by-ways of the Fmpire, 
and the mother-tongue. 


-~O-0-0- 
The following letter from Judge Garvin explains itself: 
November 25, 1933 


Mr. Louis M, Nourse, President, 
Brooklyn Public Library Staff Association. 


Dear Mr. Nourse: 


I was very much pleased to learn that your Association 
has decided to bring to life again this publication. Happily, vou 
are doing this shortly before the season of good cheer, Christmas 
time. ‘ 


The members of the Associstion are a fine and loyal 
group of men and women. It has been a privilege to be associated 
with them in the valuable work which they are doing day by day--- 
modestly, cheerfully, and unselfishly. 


And so, at this Christmastide, I cannot refrain from 
sending you all an affectionate message. Mav your Christmas be 
merry and your New Year happy. 


Yours faithfully and sincerely, 
(Signed) FDWIN L. GARVIN 
-0-0-0- 


Important losses to the Library by death occurred in the 
passing-away of Trustee Frank L. Babbott, on December 7th, follow- 
ing very closely upon that of R. R. Bowker on November 12th, and 
that of William H. Good, on October 13th, These were followed, 
on December 15th, by the death of Trustee James A. Cameron, the 
well-known manufacturer and clubman. 
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Other recent changes in the constitution of the Board of 
Trustees include the appointment, on December 7th, of Mrs. Sabyna 
Capper Schmitz to fill the unexpired term of the late William H. 
Good, and of William H. Eaton to fill the unexpired term of Ernest 
P. Goodrich, who resigned recently to become head of the engineer- 
ing staff of the city's Sanitation Department. 


Mrs. Schmitz, who resides at 74 Wellington Court, taught his- 
tory and community civics at Manual Training High School prior to 
her marriage. Mr. Eaton, residing at 455 Van Buren Street, is con- 
nected with the New York Telephone Company. 


On July 7th, his Honor the Mayor appointed David J. McLean, 
president and publisher of the "Brooklyn Citizm," Trustee to fill 
the vacancy created by the resignation of Walter H. Crittenden. 
Mr. McLean resides at 388 Clinton Avenue. 


On May 18th, the Mayor appointed Adrian Van Sinderen, a lead- 
ing citizen and philanthropist, as Trustee to fill the vacancy 
created by the death of the late Clinton D. Burdick. Mr. Van 
Sinderen is president of the Brooklyn Hospital, president of the 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, and president 
of the Brooklyn Academy of Music. He is alse chairman of the 
Brooklyn Opera Committee, which is the agency through which the 
Metropolitan Opera Company is enabled to come to this borough every 
year. He is active in many other organizations, 


Mr. Van Sinderen himself is an artist and musician of ability, 
and has taken an active part in furthering the study and practice 
of the arts here. On January 27th last, he was awarded the Downtown 
Brooklyn Association's gold medal, "to the citizen who has accom- 
plished the most good for Brooklyn” in the opinion of the Committee 
on Selection, 


-0- 0-08 
Under the last will and testament of the late R. R. Bowker, ths 
Brooklyn Public Library will come into a bequest amounting to one- 
fourth of the residue of his estate, at the death of his widow, 
Alice Mitchell Bowker. 
-0-0-0- 


Dr. Ferguson has bought @ summer=home in Olid Field South, near 
Stony Brook, L. I. 


-0-0-0- 


P.S. 89 Branch will cease to exist on January 1, 1954. Misr 
Schneidewind is being assigned to Kings Highway Branch. 
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OTHER PERSONALS 


Olive Sprague, of Saratoga, is conducting a readinug-club for 
Girls of high-school age. The members of the club are working on a 
one~act comedy, to be given in the study-room this month, liiss 
Sprague is especially interested in work with adolescents. 

Illiss Boies, Branch Librarian at Saratoge, gave the following 
readings this month: on Tuesday evenine, vecember 5, Selma Legerlof's 
"The Legend of the Christmas Rose," at the Christimas meeting of the 
Business and Professional Women's Olub of the Bedford Presbyterian 
Church; on Tuesday evening, Decerber 12, Selma Lagerlof's "A 
Christiuas Guest," at the Christmas meeting of the Business and Pro- 
fessional Women's group of the Church of the Holy Trinity. 


Marguerite iM, Williamson, of Flatbush, is enjoying a course in 
Advanced Gardening at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden. 


Marguerite E. Lennon (F) is teking the Reference Course in the 
School of Library Service at Columbia, and Thelma E. Smith (F) the 
Contemporary Novel course at New York University. 


Congratulations, Miss Bessie Gregg (Cp) and liss Kirkland (iM)! 
We put into print our pride in possessing the only two librarians in 
Greater New York who passed the recent "Reference" examination. 


lire and lirs. Joseph J. Healy, of New Rochelle, have recently 
adopted an infant son, kKark David. lirs. Healy was formerly Louise 
BH. Suipert, Assistant Branch Librarian at Montague. 


"Ann's Surprising Sumer," by Harjorie Hill Allee, one of this 
season's juveniles, is illustrated by Maitland de Gogorza, the son 
of irs. De Gogorza, of Brownsville Qnildren's. 


tAmarantha Gay, HM.D.," by Emma Gelders Sterne, another of this 
season's juveniles, contains decorations by Edwin C. Castell, a 
brother of liiss Caroline Caswell, of Eastern Parkwaye Mr. Caswell 
has illustrated quite a number of books. 


lir. Connorts son, Dr. Charles A. R. Connor 2, who at one time 
worked at Montague, nas been appointed as an Assistant Alienist in 
Bellevue Hospital. 


iiss Donaghy, who left Adelphi Hospital on December 16th, is 
convalescing at Bayville, L. I., in care of Mrs. Jacob Underhill. 


Miss Sarah A. Beard (Bj) read a paper at the A.L.A. Young 
People's Reading Round Table last October, in which she dealt with 
the problems (and their solution) which arise in her daily work with 
boys and girls of this formative age. 


WON'T YOU TELL ALL THE RSST OF US WHAT IS GOING ON IN YOUR BRANCH 
OR DEPARTLENT? 


Send material for "Among Ourselves" to any member of the 
Publicity Committee during the first week of every month. 
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AFTZR WALTER WINCHSLL 


Editor's Note; We should never have presumed to 
include Winchell's works in the sacrosanct col- 
lection of a public library until we learned that 
Iir. Winchell is an author about whom all good 
librarians should know. The recent promotional 
examinations included the question, Who is Walter 

"er Winchell? ven lir. Winchell might have been 
startled by the answers. 


Dan Cupid seems to be on the hunt for librarians. His little. 
Xarbds have taken root in tne quivering hearts of no less than ninetem 
fair members of the Staff during the past twelve months. So a com 
parison of the recently issued 1933 Staff Roster with the one of a 
year ago reveals. Seventeen book-shufflers have ankle~stepped it 
down the middle aisle to the tune of liendelssohn's Fox-Trot in the 
past year. Zven since the new Roster's appearance, Else liunthe 
(Williamsburgh) has put on the ball~and~chain, and henceforth is to 
be known as lirs. Tondevold; and we learn today that Mollie Siegfried 
(Coney Island) was welded on Deceniber fourth, and from now on will 
answer present to the name of lirs. Greenberg. <A bunch of holly anda 
sprig of mistletoe to you, my dears! 


-~O~O0-O~ 


Last month the Bast High School, of Rochester, N. Y., purcnased 
130 copies of "Books for Youth." On December 2nd, the Central Junior 
High School, Ogden,Utah, ordered 28 copies, duplicating a similar 
order placed in October. The record is still held by the Pennsylvania 
Library Association, which purchased 150 copies in March, 1932. To 
date, upwards of 4,100 copies of "Books for Youth" have been sold. 


Ninety new members were elected by the New York Library Club at 
lts first meeting of the season, held at the American liuseum of 
Natural History, on December 6th. The great majority of these were 
from the New York Public Library. The Brooklyn Public Library staff 
Will have to look to its laurels, and join up in increasing numbers. 
We should lead the other libraries of the metropolitan area in per- 
centage of membership. 


-O-O-O~ 
AeL.A. RETIRG@NT PLAN 


Recent action by the Soard of Trustees has made it possible 
for those members of the Staff who have completed three years or 
more of library service in the Brooklyn Public Library, to join the 
American Library Association Retirement Plan and to secure such 
annuities as are obtainable through contributions to it. The Library 
Will not be able to make a financial contribution to the plan, but it 
has authorized the Dursar, Mr, Connor, to receive and transmit to the 
A.L.A. Retirement Plan Headquarters funds paid in on this account. 
Those staff-members interested in joining the plan should send their 
names to lir. Nourse. 

-0~-0-0- 
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF LIBRARIAN 


To My Friends--The Staff: 


We may become critical and skeptical over Christmas 
when we note that certain selfish souls in this world will 
bend any fine sentiment to serve commercial ends; but after 
all there is a deep human need for this season of good will 
toward men. The spirit of the time gets beneath our outward 
crust, whether we be a non-typical Scrooge or a very modern 
rider in subway trains, elbowed by the indifferent and trod 
upon by the big-footed. Forgiveness floods our being, and 
Washes away a dross, a poison, injurious not so much to the 
other fellow as to ourselves. Thus, I believe, we are period~ 
ically made saner men and more beautiful women--I leave to you 
the true meaning of the adjective I have applied to the major- 
ity in our professional circle-~and in that renewing of our 
graces we become better able to do our work, and worthier of 
the friendship our fellows accord us. And for these virtues 
I give deep thanks, 


However, let me not strike too solemn a note, rather 
let us all rejoice for the beauty which glorified our lives 
last year, and look forward with childlike faith to the nappi- 
ness of tomorrow, Perhaps I ought to emphasize the importance 
of this day and this hour; for the years speed by, and we live 
in and by the present moment. It is so necessary, therefore, 
for us, in our daily work and in our social contacts, to let 
the light within shine forth now and here, to laugh not at weak- 
nesses, but happily, contagiously. 


There have been handicaps in our work during the past 
year, there may be more to come; but I am not going to face the 
future in fearful mood. I know we have been drawn closer to- 
gether by the effort we have made. I am sure we will enjoy liv- 
ing, and that we will live, to the full. With spirit strong 
and daring, no battle need daunt us. 


So, right heartily, I wish you all a merry Merry 
Christmas-~you who are well and free of pain, and especially 
you who during weeks and months have suffered physical ills. 
May the strong ones continue in their strength; and may those 
weak of body soon be restored to our ranks. And so for the 
New Year, it is a new year, you know: let us get out of it the 
full measure of its joy in work and in play and in friendship. 
Shall we listen to the glad bells together! 


Merry Christmas to you all, 


MILTON J. FERGUSON 


-0-0-0- 
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OUR COVERS 


Mr. Slawson (AD) and lliss B. Winifred Jackson (S) are to be 
congratulated on their success in making the first issue of "Among 
Ourselves" so attractive. Many people have commented on the strikir 
get-up. iiss Jackson has contributed the cover for this issue, which 
we think 1s even more stunning than the one she made for the Novembex 
issue. lfliss Jackson's decided artistic gifts find a happy outlet in 
making her children's room always one of the most attractive in the 
system, Her whimisical and delightful frieze of black cats for the 
Hallowe'en Party will not soon be forgotten, 


~-O-0-0o- 


A librarian in London, Ontario, vouches for the following: 
A lady came into the library seeking one or another of Arthur 


Stringer's popular Westerns—--"The Prairie Wife," "The Prairie 
Child," or "The Prairie Mother." She was truly but not altogether 


satisfyingly informed by the young librarian-in-charge, that "the 
wife's out, the child's lost, and the mother worn-out." 


oQeages 
SOUTH'S REPORT ON RUSSIAN EXHIBIT 


Russia is a large and varied country (see map of Europe and Asia’ 
as South's staff discovered when it put on the fifth of its series 
of exhibits, showing the arts and crafts of different countries. The 
research involved in the collection and arrangement of the pictures 
and other material used, has been of educational value to the staff, 
We hope that the introduction of Russian handicrafts proved as in- 
formative to the public. 


The articles on display were lent by the South staff and their 
friends. Some objects of especial interest were: Russian currency 
and stamps, "old and new", examples of peasant embroidery, as shown 
in towels and costumes; a lovely carved mother-of-pearl icon; and 
articles of daily use in Russia, such as brass candlesticks, tea- 
caddy, and mortar and pestle. The children pressed inquisitive noses 
against the glass case to gaze on the toys and brightly colored 
painted wooden bowls which caught and held the eye. An object of 
historical interest was a 200~-year-old Easter egg of porcelain, pre- 
sented to the Czar by a group of peasants. 


The Branch, including the children's room, was decorated with 
gay posters, depicting some of the national costumes and designs. 
"Russian Contrasts" showed the old and new in architecture and method: 
of farming, while the poster "Russian Types" was composed of photo- 
graphs of peasants from all sections of Russia, Tartary, the Ukraine, 
the Volga, and Samarkand--and others as difficult to spell. A prom- 
inent display of books dealing with Russia from all angles, and the 
bibliographies of magazine articles and books in the South collecticn. 
were of interest to our borrowers, while the increase in circulation 
of books about Russia "made our hearts rejoice." Newspaper clippings 
of interest, including daily reports on the progress of the Washirgtoii 
conference between the President and Maxim Litvinoff, and the an- 
nouncement of the award of the Nobel Prize to the Russian author 
Bunin, were put up under the heading, "News Flashes." 

The Branch is encouraged by the success of these past exhibits 
to continue the series along similar lines. 

-0-0-0- 
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The Bushwick Branch commemorated the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of the opening of its Carnegie building by placing on exhibition 

at the Branch a collection of rare illuminated manuscripts and 
Bibles, and books with reproductions in colors of old manuscripts. 
A reunion tea for members of the library staff who formerly worked 
at the Bushwick Branch was given on Wednesday, December 20th, at 
Which Marion E. Williams, branch librarian, was hostess. Among 
those present were Dr. Ferguson, Miss Gwendolen Brown, branch 
librarian at the Williamsburgh Branch, who was the first branch 
librarian at Bushwick, Miss Hedwig Roghe, Miss Isabel L. Henderson, 
Miss Mildred A. Rice, Mrs, Ruth W. Stewart, Miss Mary L. Tuttle, 
Miss A. Mabel Barrow, Miss Anna P. Shumway, Miss Helen E. Vogel, 
and Mrs. Rigmor I. Williams. | 


+0-0-0~ 
DECEMBER CHILDREN'S LIBRARIANS, MEETING 


December 14th was an ideal day for the first Children's 
Librarian's meeting of the season. Outside the Brownsville © 
Children's Branch the snow had newly fallen. Inside, the logs 
blazed away merrily in the fireplace. A Christmas tree, festive 
decorations, and an exhibition of dolls from different countries 
(lent by Dorothy Gordon) gave the children's room a holiday air. 


After Mrs. De Gogorza had cordially welcomed everyone, Miss 
Irene Smith, delving, as it were, into the mail~bag, read a letter 
from Miss Hunt and one from Mrs. Eugenia A, Smith. Miss Hunt sent 
her regrets that she was unable to attend. Mrs. Smith, writing from 
England, described the library at Croydon. Because the boys in the 
Croydon children's room keep their caps on, and because the tables 
fold up and can be removed, Mrs. Smith had the impression that the - 
whole room (like the Arabs} might "silently steal away!" 


Book reviews took a unique form at this meeting, the intention 
being to present the child's point of view. The children themselves 
(five children's librarians in disguise-~« Marjorie Cowles, Mrs. 
Ruth W,. Stewart, Jane Colyer, Elizabeth Groves, and Mrs. Blse M. 
Tondevold) talked about their new Christmas books as they sat around 
the tree, 


After a few words of greeting from Dr. Ferguson, the company 
went upstairs to the story-hour room, which had surprisingly become 
an improvised theater. Here they were treated to the first public 
performance of the Brownsville Children's Branch Puppeteers in the 
"Holly Goblin's Christmas Eve," which is concerned with the diffi- 
culties of Santa Claus and his lost glove. Kasperle, an old toy, 
the liama doll, and a detective arecalled in to help find it-—-but 
in vain. Finally Holly appeals to the audience, which, being an 
intelligent one, of course, solves the mystery and points to the 
glove, which is dangling over a candle above the fireplace. The 
puppeteers refused to reveal themselves—-but by stealthily pecking 
behind the curtains we discovered them to be Margaret Freeman, 
Miyra Kershaw, Barbara Smith, Dorothy Lynch, and Evelyn Sarnes, 


The serving of refreshments brought this gala occasion to an 
end. | 
Eleanore F. Olift (Bj) 
~O-0-0- 
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Or. Louis N. Feipel, Chairman (Ad) Adelaide A. Kennedy (F) 
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BOOKS AND FLOWERS 


Visitors to Brooklyn's Fall Flower Show who possessed suffi» 
cient health and spirit had no difficulty in wending their way down 
the tree-lined path to the very back of the Fourteenth Regiment 
Armory. Others less able-bodied accomplished the same result by 
pausing to rest upon the wayside benches which fringed the rock- 
gardens, and thm persisting forward; so that eventually all the 
straggling streams of humanity reached the nethermost recess, ob- 
liquely behind the dance orchestra, which contained the Brooklyn 
Public Library's display. More than a few people (and not just 
staff-members, either, though they were of course the tenderest 
critics) said the book-exhibit was worth the long journey. 


Miss Thackray was in charge of all arrangements, The library 
committec, that on Saturday and Monday before the show opened did 
toil arduously making the assigned work presentable, could tell 
some family sccrets about this business of giving a public show on 
a depression budget. What looked to the laity (we hope) like a 
pleasantly homelike bookish living-room, was a hard-won harmony 
among odds and ends: a missionary box made up by donations from 
all the Branches. An inventory would include: 


(The sceming) (The actual) 


Sectional bookcascs Department of Library Extension's 
traveling boxes, freshly varnished 


Easels for Miss Jane Bulletin boards from various 
Niebrugeec's water-colors Branches 
Objets d'art Choice possessions of the more 


acsthetic staffs, and private 
property of a fow collectors 
(especially Miss Olcott) 


Floor-covoring Rug removed from the staff room 
at Flatbush 


Kasy chairs Windsors from Prospect 
New, available B. P. L. Montague Specials 


books and magazines on 
flowers, gardons, and 
kindred subjects 


4, 


At 
y AR 


EAs 


The most talkcd-of feature of the library show was the set of 
six flowcr studics, pastels on black backgrounds, paintcd by the 
Sister of Dorothy Nicbruggc; beautiful things, each of thom. They 
and the real flowers yvrovided by staff gardcners (we found thrcoe 
or four, but most mombors disclaimed possession of so much as a 
window-box) supplied color and brightness in the oxhibit. The 
American Beauty Florist Company gencrously donated two cnormous 
bougucts, which took care of the ccntcr table for the cntire week. 
Furthermore, Flatbush scent its terrarium, containing a tiny pool for 
@ Single guppy, in case so much still life became dull. 


Miss Thackray, out of old oxpcricnce in Similar circumstances, 
knew a directory of the branchcs would be an important asset. Such 
a guide was lettercd by Barbara Smith, making a clear, roadable 
Becessory to Dr, Ferguson's library map. Togother they covered 
Brownsville Children's huge bulletin board, and had an audicnce 
meet: tno Gimés On a shoif under tho map were somo lists for 
distribution, compiled by Miss Olcott, Miss ‘Yilliamson, and Mrs. 
Bailoye 


toe soy’ 2 and Girl's Cornor’accupicd part of one sido, and 
Scrracccd its share of grown-ups as well as school classes and in- 
Gividual children, The assortment of J naturco-books was cnhanccd 
by such beautiful picture-books as Flower Heaven and Whon the Root 
Children Wake Up. Lists were given to intercstcd pcoople by tho 
Goiidron's librarian in attcndanec, 


ioe 2onuLt COlloctions werc on diverse subjcets, from roof to 

Sa pardons, Irom orchids to herbs. They received scrious usage 
a considcrable apprcciation from pcoplce who camc in to browse or 
ask rofcrence questions about thoir gardcning probloms. The 
committce was constantly cheered by the complimcnts bcstowed upon 
the book-cxhibit, and by the proof of now fricnds madc for tho 
library, The services of staff-membcrs who actcd as hostcssos, 
tnose who made bulictins, or scnt books, furniture, flowors, and 
vascs, madc. this possiblo. 


One tangible aftermath: The National Plant, Flowor and Fruit 
Guild has askod tho Department of Library Extension to supply books 
to all their Brooklyn units. 

Ircne Smith 


-0-0-0- 


The inconvonicnecs and anxictics causcd by the painting and 
dcecoratins now goings on at various Branches arc fclt no loss by 
readers than by Mr. Martin and othcr mombcrs of thc staff, One of 
Pacific's cally visitors is cxtromely pcssimistic conccrning pro- 
tcction given while work progrcesscs on the coiling of tho cntrancc- 
Way, and Garcfully raisos her umbrella to insure a safe journcy 
from the front door to the cherging-dcsk. 


Persistont child (for the fifth time): “Are you sure you havo- 
n't got Morrylips?" 

Librarian: "No, I have NOT Mcrrylips}" 

Child: “Oh, I know YOU haven't! I mcan the book$" 
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RAMBLING ACROSS COUNTRY 
with Dorothy Montgomery 


Our aim was Arizona, Utah, and intermediate points. Time was 
only an obstacle in our rush to reach the wide open spaces, Timothy 
chugged, snorted, and rattled his way across midwestern torrid heat, 
heat so terrific thet we abandoned day-travel and joined the night- 
APMmy e 


All was forgotten when Timothy, grumbling, came to rest in 
Denver. S3right flowers were in bloom everywhere. The Rocky Mount- 
ains beckoned and we know we were under the spell of the ‘Vest. We 
lost no time in starting on the loop-trip through Estes Park into 
Rocky Mountain National Park and down into Denver again. It was 
Over all-too soon, as all good things are wont to be. It was a 
place to stay indefinitely; but, alas, we had but started our trek! 


Fntren¢hed at Meson. Vordc, wo, rotraceod our steps through, that 
incomparable country, mid-Colorado, Salida, Montrosc, Durango = 
names that meant splendor ahcad! Amorica's lacs lat at Sa GeLe 
Village, Ouray, nestling in the fills. Monarch Pa high above the 
world. A man on horseback, dog by his sidc, with Mane: colored 
mountains rising bDchind him. Abandoncd mincs spoaking silcntly of 
past activities, There, a ee lake, mon fishing contentecdly. 
We, ao fow mortals trying to kecp on a twisting road. If we could 
only stop right nov, and romain transfixed! But then we would havo 
novor scon Mosa ‘Vordec, the home of a forgotten civilization, the 
cliff-dwollcrs. Looking dovm upon thé carefully rcconstructcd 
dwellings, one could not be restrainced from inhabiting the homes 
and conjecturing about the daily customs of anothcr time. 


Onc and all followed the Rangers down into tho dwellings, climb- 
ing down ladders and scrambling ovcr manemade paths. Little is 
knovm about the cliff-dwollcrs. Archeologists have reconstructcod 
8 civilization by means of piccing togcthcr broken bits of pottcry 
ang ey meking the most o1 -rolice Found in the dwellings They heave 
establishcd approximatcly, by tho troc-ring mcthod, the Teaaie when 

hesc cliff-dwellcrs livcd. Tho Rangers ha wins rofreshcd our mcem- 
orics with those facts, we wore set loos se, not unlike an anciont 
foe, to revel in a lively imagination. ‘Jo wore fascinated, High 
above the surrounding country, acccoss to which was until rcececntly 

o heir-raising ride, we stood and wondcred, It was with pangs of 
regrot that we turncd our bocks upon Mcsa Verde and venturcd into 
the open again, 


Our ola Triond tho, Grand Conyon still. Jurcd us. "We had mar- 
vcled . and still marveled at the work of that scemingly pcacocful 
Colorado Hiver which had fashioncd so momentous a monument of 
grondcur. Unable to resist a burro-trip down the Bright Angcl Trail, 
we started one bright morning to penetrate its dcpt The burros 
followed their time-honored practice of kecping to the odge of the 
trail, now and again oxtcnding their hends over the cdgo in order 
tO Civo their. ridcrs the benefit of all. tho st¢cnorys .Dusty,and 
Mabel disliked cach other cordially, to thc dismay of thoir ridors, 
Woe necded all the guide's cneouragonent to reach the rim that 
aftcrnoone 
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And so on through tho Kaibab Forest, through the one and only 
Painted Desert to Utah, the home of sion and Bryco. 4ion imparted 
alt her poace and dignity; Bryce, her charm and beauty, We wandered 
gown trichdly trails, and to cach was given somcthing to. treasure. 

At Salt bake we bade a salty farewoll, vowing to come back yct again, 
if the Cacti-Collcectors sparcd us on, the trail homo. 


-0O-O0-0- 


Considorable intcrest is being shown in the Second Annual Art 
Perbit of the Clinton Art Studio, on dispiny at the Carroll Park 
Branch from October 6th through October 2c6th,. These young Italian 
artists, students at the Loonardo da Vinci Art School, 145 East 
64th Street, Manhattan, show considcrable ability; and the Carroll 
Park Staif are intcrestedly watching thoir progress as shown in 
Pees onnival oxhibits, Tho variety of this exhibit, oll, wator- 
Gotor, and charcoal drawings, with subjocts ranging from still-life 
Pereeonos On the waterfront, ia in contrast to lost yoar'’s cxhibit, 
in which tho modium uscd was cntircly wator-color, thc subjccts 
boing takcn from our own waterfront. 


feavoli Fark Branch is happy these days, as its faco has boon 
tivo. “Li will be slad to Have visits from mombors of the staff 
during sook Week, particularly former members of the Carroll Park 
start. 


LIBRARY CONFERENCES 


Membors of thc staff who attondcd tho Amcrican Library 
Association Confcorence, at Toronto, Junc 25th through June sOths 


(Ad) Dr, For 
Horton, sSylv 
Ross, (Bj) 
(Ca) "Millio 
Piswol. | (f 
Me Rogers, 
L. Dobson, 


suson, Louis M. Nourse, Ircne Smith, (Cd) Mabel T. 

ia H. Robinson, (B) Morion A. Burns, (Bo) Joan L. 

ar .. Board, Cathcrinc Hemmcon, (Bu) Edna C. Forris, 
th aly MeMahon, (E) .Morgerot F. Williams, (Ep) Caroline 
fa) Mrs. Marjoric S. Ladd, (M) Emma M. Schultz, Joscph 
(Pa) Lila G, Hart, (P) Madgc.E,. Hincher, (Tp) Ethel 
(W) Dorothy L. Parker, (T) Dewson M,. Leigh 


Mombors of the staff who attended the New York Library 
Association Confcrenec at Lake Mohonk, Scptcmbor 24th through e9ths: 


(Ad) Dr. Ferguson, ae Me Noursc, Joscph P. Connor, Lemucl N. 
Martin, (Cd) Mabel T. Horton, Sylvia H. Robinson, Nellic E,. Hcmson, 
(Bj) Sarah A. Boo rd, co La Me Holzgapfol, (Bu) Mrrion E, Williams, 
Mary S. Grangor, (Ca) Mra. Mary M. Nyo, (E) Mrs... Flla M,. Porry, 
Gortrude F. Hubach, Natalic F. Kent, (F) Grace L. Donaghy, (G 
Jano Ms Colyer, (Ke) Elizabeth Schncoidewind, (L) Cccile J. Lynch, 
Doris M. Franklin, (Ma) Hcelon R. Saag ae (M) Joscph M,. Rogers, 
(N) Lois Ty (P) Nottic E,. Lawson, Dorothy Ms Thi tlothweite, 
(Sr) Fannic C.. Boics, Mrs. Ruth W. Stewart, Olive Spraguc, (S) 
Dorothy 7 Voorhcos, (T) Christina L, Davis 


ae 


Trustes Prancis Jd. Sullivan was an interested participator 
in both Confcrcnccs. 


re 


BOOKS I LIKE 


Austin------ SS eeleiedeen Fst ort Gd tee pn -Harth horizon 
Brittain-------- a en ee ee enn Testament of youth 
Coatsworth------------------------ w~----The cat that wont to heavon 
Kan Qerennenn----- mee ee ee ee ee The grass root 

Be CET TO Ame vate nsies os own oe wire ween een nnHH- Vineent Van Gog 
Woln--------------------+-------------- -The house of cxilo 

Wright, F. Le--------- wae nee eH -Autobiography 


Elia M. Perry 
2st Branch 


Dr. Forguson is the new chairman of the A.L.A, Book-Buying 
Committce. 


Mry Nourse has been appointed chairman of the AeL.A. Travel 
Committoo Tor tho year 1954-35. Ho has also been clected chairman 
eof the A.L.A,. Junior Mombers Round Tablo for the confcrence yoar. 


Mr. Poipel has boon cppointed a membcr of the A.L.A. Book- 
binding Committeco, of which Earl . Browning, librarian of the 
Pecria Fubiic: bibrary, is chairmen, Mr, Foipeol will welcome sug- 
gcstions from staff. mombers Bes DPeIoiLa LiGlas 


Irene Smith was appointcd chairman of the Mcmbcrship Committcac 
DE Uno Felbek) woction on bibrary ‘York for Children The torm is 
for two yours. 


It Happened At Midwood 


Borrowor: "Have you 2 book called Pork on His Chest, or something 
like that? That docsn't sound quite right, cithcr. I 
belicve it may be Lamb instcad of pork.” 


Assistant (barely able to speak): "Gan you possibly mccn Lamb in 


il« * _ ° S Gy i 
Borrower: “Yes, that's it! I lmow I didn't heve it cxactly right." 
(The above happencd to the onc person on Midwood's staff who would 
never make up a story, ¢ven Aa good onc, It was vorified by the page, 


who overheard it.) 
A New,(Book) Decal 


C.4%.S. Worker, to branch librarian: “hore do thcse books (D.P.C.) 
go---on the Cash-and-Carry Shelvos?" 
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STAFF CHANGES 


Evelyn Sarnes (Bj), is now Mrs. Evolyn Sarncs Littlofiold; 
Dorothy Lynch (Bj), Mrs. Dorothy Lynch Qucvli; Holon Marshall (D), 
Mrs. Holon Marshali Lconard; Evelyn Slodgo (iW), Irs. Evolyn Slodago 
Sommerhoff; and Elcanor Cross (Ww), Mrs. Elcanor Cross Kirmss 


Lucille M. Vander Voort (F), announces hor marria ~ to Mr. 
Stuart He Craumor, but will continuc to be known as Mi Vander Voort, 


Esthcr V. Dompsoy (Rh), who is now Mrs, Esthcr Dompsoy Gimcnez, 
has resigned to accompany hor husband to Bolivia. Thelma Bartlictt 
(B), who is now Mrs, Thelma Bartlott Smith, has rcsigned and has 
left the city. Ona Leadbcttor (L), who is now Mrs. Ona Leadbecttor 
Blanchard, has resigned to make her home in Rochcostor, N. ¥Y. 


Mrs. Elso M,. Tondevold (%), has resigned to dovote her entire 
timc to her home. 


-0-0-0- 


The following glimpses of the litcral mind cnlivoned a vory 
quict summor day at Pacific. 


A young woman returned a copy of While Romo Burns, which sho 
{nad taken out the night icoubeeet, with this vory indignant protcst: 
"T reserved this book wecks and wocks ago because I was ta king a 
Sourso in Roman history, and now, after waiting so long, I find it 
is just no uso at alle 

Another reader presented hor card, saying: "I have a darcadful 
thing to reporte My puppy has chewed up 2 book." 


Library Assistant: "What is the name of the book?" 
Reader: “Keoping a dog, by Wall," 


Library Assistant mee amused): “Evidently your dog did not 
approve of his training 


Reader (very: gravely): "Oh, nos; it is not that. Ho likes tho 
tasto of the gluco on the binding.” 

Speaking of the training of dog nay wo add a Belicve-it-or- 
not? A library has been discovercd Be ‘it has o yatal interest in 
thet subject, eines it dcponds for its support upon thc local dog- 
tax, or rathor what is lcft of it after payment has been made for 

amages done by undisciplincd dogs. Surcly cven the B.P.L. has 
something for which to be gratcful, in spite of hard times. 


POOR POLICE! 


At City Park, a small girl, who cvidently had been through the 
process of procuring « Now Scrics card, was waiting for anothcr 
child who had just rogistcred, The following convorsation ensucd?: 
"Teacher, do I got my now card now?" First littlo girl: "Naw, now 
it is going to be sont up to the policc$" (As wo know, all cards 
arc now sent to headquartcrs to be mado.) 
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THE HUMAN SIDE OF THE MOHONK CONFERENCE 
New York Library Associction 


The Brooklyn Public Library was present 2d-strong, and, by 


unanimous We vey the "Ayes" have it. Mohonk was a delightful place 
and it was a grand Eta enae Mohonk Mountain House was an ideal 


Ssotting and she weather-man Was good to us». It was a dclight not 

to hear an auto-horn, or a tc ‘lephono, or a radio, for a whole bless- 
ed weck, The mid-Victorian hotel is built right on = in fact, over- 
the lake; and from the front porch a wide panoramic vicw across to 
the mountains gave us a chance to watch the mists roll away in the 
morning or to enjoy the most gorgeous sunscts. There is a quiet 
fricndlinecss about the place - conscrvative, to be suros it must 

be the simple Quaker foeling instilled by the Smilcy Geatciew who 
built it. 


Miss Rose announced the general theme to be “The Library as 
a Forco in This Changing World." Whon we had listened to tho many 
Peer peorors, coch 2 leader in his or her field, the esscnec of 
ali the meetings seemed to be to impress upon librarians the opvor- 
tunitics wo have to touch all the life around us, in cultural, 
SOCigl=-servico, and recreational wayss ‘Ve romombor Dr. Forguson 
spoke of the A.L.A. mecting at New Orleans and bemoancd the fact 
that though the mectings were held in a hall dedicated to music, 
drama, and other arts, not one program was devoted to those arts}. 
Quite the opposite at Mohonk. There was searcely a routine meeting. 
frowee caron Tor granted cach library hed brains cnough to work 
out its own salvation and methods employed. Instoad, reprcscnt- 
atives from walks of life about which we are constantly buying 
books - and down in our hearts longing to know more of - talked to 
us in the most fricndly cooperative way. 

here was almost o surfeit of good mecctings; but we belicve 

Hiss Rose fcolt that membcors who came only for a day or two should 

have mach to chocose from, They wore cortainly varicd cnough to 
suit all ta Rees There were many highlights, Miss Hoso's opon- 
ing talk was short and to the point, - to help the man who shows 
a koon desire to be helpeds Dr, Harvey Ns. Davis, of Stevens 
Institute of Tcchnology, quotcd some writer who had said it was 
the library's duty to givo access to onduring satisfactions, and 
he spoke of devcloping our undorstanding of human nature. In fact, 
that point was brought out in ono way or anothcr by almost cvory 
one of the spcakers throuzh the wocks 


Monday afternoon Brooklyn came to the foro when Mr, Rogers 
led the Young People's Session and LAGOe when Mrs. Ruth ‘Yeceden 
srovart® told the story of the Poterkins' Tea-Party at the 
association's teca-party. Evcry onc ee onjoyed the story- 
tolling. 


There wore scvoral pancl discussions. One was lcd by 
Clarence ohorman, of Providence, in which Dr. Ferguson and Mrs 
Lowe took part. Thoy discussed scholarship, ccns orship, and lead- 
ership, much more informally than the titic implics. They sccm 
to reach the conclusion that good old common-sonsec and much tact 
Saves most situations, Also, that though librarians may not know 
evorything, it is well for thom to know where to find cvorything 
and bo able to direct those who are secking spccial information, 
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Dr. Alain Locke pleaded for tolcration and healthy viows of 
our own and other race traditions. The evening mocting led by 
iiss Lawton of the Music Library, N«Y¥.P.L., was a raro treat. 

To hear Mary Cecil Allen talk of paintors ond painting in her 
very English mannor, to which was cdded a dolightful scnse of hum- 
or, was great fun. There was much appleuse when sho said, 
"Sclf-cxpression is just anothcr name for showing off}" 


fir, John Martin, Danco Critic of the New York Timos, urged us 
to think of the dance by itsclf, apart from music or Singing. 
limo, Samaroff-Stokowski told of a imsic-appreciation course at the 
Juillard School, where sho gives overy one the best in music from 
the very beginning and docs not catcr to undcevcloped tastcs. That 
evening's orogram concluded with piano solcctions composed and 
playod by Paul Nordoff, a pupil of Dvorak, and a sonata for violin, 
playcd by Mme. Schuhari. 


Just to list the namos of Irs, Pcarl Buck, Dr. Overstreet, 
Dr. William Bohn, Fredrick Mclehcr, Lyman Bryson, Stephen Vincent 
Benet, shows what the confcrenee held in store for us. A. A. Borlo, 
our City Chambcrlcin, hit the very high spot of the confcronec, as 
Dr. Tolman put it, in his talk which wo hope will bo printcd somo 
daye Tho Thursday night porty was groat fun. Miss Dorothy 
Voorhecs, with a supporting company composcd of mombcrs of the 
Entertainncnt Committce, starrod again in the shadow-play, "Tho 
Librarian's Nightmare." Buffalo librarians gave a vory clever 
acbrary skit, “Dotoctives on tho Loose,” writton by one of thoir 
staff. Then Miss May Gadd, of the English Folk Dancc Socicty of 
BmorLoa, ica over a mindred of us in folkedeanccs, Evon the 
Brussels carpet on the floor of that mid-Victorian parlor was no 
detorrent to our dancing fcct! Some poople danced who had nover 
beforc been known to leave thoir chairs at any ontcrtcinmoent. 


It is an old tiohonk custom to have a huge tray of fruit 
brought into the main foycr hall cach night. Evcryono gathered 
around and there was a chance to meoct cclcbritics or just visit 
now or old fricnds around thc fireplace or the long writing-tablcs 


while the bus-boy filled snd rcfilled tho tray, 


The whole Mohonk country had welcomed us. There was bathing 
and boating, bicyclo-riding, tcnnis, golf, and walks and ridcs-- 
quict old-fashioned oncs behind sleck horses or tally-ho, or long 
auto-trips, and one delightful aftcrnoon whon many wore tho gucsts 
of the quaint village of Newport--or just happy moments when ono 
could “sot 2 spcoll" end enjoy so much without moving from the 
porcht I1t cortainly was an inspiring confcroncoe, that made us 
all fecl that libraries and librarians are a force in this changing 
world, 

Helen R. Burdctt 


Ter ier ter 


Dr. Ferguson and Doris Si, Franklin dcofoatcd Grinton I. Vill 
(librarian of Yonkcrs Public Library) and Fleanor Snow (childron's 
librarian in the White Plcoins Public Library) in a tcnnis-match 
while attending the Lakc Mohonk conforcnco. 
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Wargarct Willioms, a Children's Librarian -t East, has mado 
through a long period of timo (and will continuc for a still longor 
timc, of course) an unusually complete and splondid picturo-filc, 
specializing in artists and their becst=!nown pictures, Many of the 
pacturcs arc in color, and are quite lovely. Toachors in tho 
noighborhood find it increasingly uscful - as woll they may. The 
pictures can be borrowed by other Branches. 


On July Slst, the Library had o hurricd visit from James Ross, 
City Librerion of Bristol, Englands Mr, Hoss was ono of the visit- 
ing British librarians at the Montrcal Confocrenco whose trips 
were financed by the Carncgic Corporation of Ncw York. 


Tho Library has roeccived additionel funds ($2,387.50) from the 
Estato of Dick S. Ramsaz, The original 10,000 poquo st was roccived 
in Scptombcr, 1932, 


Bo sure to reod Aathcrine Cy, Gallivan's distinectivo paper, 
"Library Day for Hospital Childron," which will appcar in ono of 
the Novembcr issucs of the Library Journcl. 


Beene Smith is contributing on article on “Books for pe 


Childrcn! Christmas" to the Deeonbor issuc of Elemente Ly glis 
RovicwWe 


Mollic He Sicgfricd (B3u) von lst prizo (35.00) in tho H. 
Wilson Company's contest for “the bost lcttors doscribing specific 
instances of the use of the subjcct and title indcx Fsontadned 
in the back of cach issuc of the Book Revicw Digest) for cithcr 
making the sonic of books in a bookstore or ccusing the circulction 
So peors. Thomo. Libra 


During Book Nock, Leonard Branch will have on display its 
Exhibit Collection, comprising about 150 beautiful cditions. There 
will be Book Yieck tcas on Thursday, and Friday, from 5 to 5 P.M. 

A cordial invitation is extended to the B.P.L. staff to visit 
Leonerd at this or any othcr time, 


Mrs. Eugenia Arnold Smith has a little daughtor, Susan Portor, 
born August 11th. 
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HORT QUEER NAS 
"U. READ Macbeth," the preferred form of Ulysses Read Macbeth 
Catherine Lapelosa 
Che-rful Louise Snyder 
Costa ilosquito 


Josie Wilson (Ep) returned very much tanned and full of en- 
thusiasim after an interesting tour to California via the Panama 
Canal. Judging from the snapshots she has been showing, she was 
far from lonesome! 

A June vacati land was enjoyed by Jane M. Colyer, of 
the Greenpoint staff. 


An economics teacher at Brooklyn College was giving a lecture 
on modern efficiency. "It took the Rare 267 years to build a 
pyramid. It took a hundred years to build a cathedral in the 
middle ages. It took---------- 

"That's nothing," came a skeptical voice from the rear, 
"Brooklynites can remember that the Public Librarv has been under 
construction since 1870," 

Brooklyn College "Spotlight" 
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A Medium of Communication for the Staff of the Brooklyn Public Library 


NOs 11 November 1954 
Baited by the Publicity Committee of the B. P. L. Staff Association 
w in co-operation with the Branch Staff Representatives 
Ph 
i Louis N. Feipel, Chairman (Ad) Adelaide A. Kennedy (F) 
‘b Ada J. Cobb (MM) Jean L. Ross (Bo) 
Winifred B. Jackson (S) Blizabeth Schneidewind (Kg) 
~0-0-0- 


TO CONVENTIONS FOR ONE TRUSTER 
Trustee Francis J. Sullivan Reports to Board of Trustees 


At the ilontreal and Lake Mohonk Conferences, Francis J. 
Sullivan, Secretary of the Board of Trustees, represented the 
Library on behalf of the Trustees. Mr. Sullivan made his report 
at the October meeting of the Board. Among other things Mr, 
Sullivan had this to say: 


"After about fifteen years! service here with this honorable 
Board, I had quite come to a complex that meant I knew something 
about public libraries. Now I shrink from presuming to tell with 
any adequacy of expression what are the potential powers of a 
public library conceived with any notion of its immense range of 
Sir avenee in education, culture in the arts and scicnces, and even 
of religion. 


"Leaving a workaday world with its more or less gross pursuits, 
I found myself in each instance transported into a world which, 
while it thinks of mundane things, is rightly more concerned with 
spiritual values as they may be seen in the activities of mankind 
everywhere. And now, standing here, reflecting upon the visions 
I have been privileged to enjoy, I not only fcoar to attempt a 
proper painting of the scenes portrayed, for want of time and my 
capacity to have digested all of the feasts offered for intellect 
and ambition and civic pride, but also to speak of these things 
here in a place accustomed to cxpeditious mectings made generally 
as bricf and cursory as the human mind could decently contrive. 
“ In our generosity, we give the public of Brooklyn ono flceting 
hour por month to pass almost solely upon triflcs about trade and 
maintenance accounts, with rarely a thought about aspirations of 
the human heart and mind that can find a measurable though limitod 
satisfaction in library service. One comes back home from these 
eonferencesfeoling that our potential powers are a constant chal- 
lenge to our trust rolations to kcep pacc with the common cxper- 
icnce that appears to be abroad in the world of books and librarics, 
Here, 1 fecl, i8 in all consistency a test of our trustworthiness 
just as much as in somo fiduciary problems that we havo contem- 
plated. 


Ae al 


oh 


"At the outset, in Montreal, a program of high quality and 
tone marked the opening of the convention when the A.L.A. was wel- 
comed by Dr. Charlos F. itlartin, dean of the faculty of medicine 
at McGill University. He spoke of tho stimulus that came to 
Montreal aftor an A.L.A. conf: rence in 1900, whon thero was no pub- 
126 iibrary there, But a dircct rosult was the renlization of a 
Civic library by 1902. He also deftly drew the contrast between 
mercly owning a collection of books and the necessary postulate of 
education on that account. Thcir use and appreciation make all the 
agiffcrence in the world and load on ultimately to iaking tho com- 
munity library-conscious, And so it went on, through a weck's 
program, cvor presenting things of culture, cducation, and social 
woll-boing---all growing in direct proportion to the nocds of the 
peopic and thoir distress in times of depression. To reports of 
these things I must simply bcg leave mercly to rcfor you. 


"From tho Council of tho A.LeA. comes to Trustccs this request 
in regard to shortago of books, increased domand, and dccrcasod 
income: thoy are urged to call this acute situation to the attcn- 
tion of appropriating bodics, urging them more adcquatoly to pro- 
vide funds for books without rclatcd curtailment of personnel which 
is oquolly noccssary for cffcctive servico,. 


"T would not have you think that I cmphasize unduly spiritual 
OF cultural worlds built up in librarics. Utility is an immense 
ficld of its possibilitics, Indced, Miss Jonnic Flexner (New York 
Public Library) likoned a library to a public utility. Said she: 
'The supply of wator and light are rogulated, safegucrdcd, and 
kopt purc,. It is harder to furnish a city adequatcly with books 
than with wator. Thore arc ongincors who know all about wator- 
supply. But we who would and should draw the specifications for 
DOOk=supply arc still not sure of our ways, The idca of the public 
library as a public utility, howcver, is provocative and full of 
implications for devclopment,.! 


"Trustcos scom to have boom tho carnest objcct of librarians! 
solicitude., i find thom refcorrcd to as ‘august! and what not, I 
take it as a gentcol romindor that trustecs genorally may be out of 
touch with the ompires of souls and thought and porsons and cultur- 
al facilitics they fancy they may bo ruling, vhon, perhaps, for tho 
most part ticy may be blissfully unaware of their full duty and 
responsibility. The A.L.A. has marshalicd 'Ton Reasons Why Trustccs 
Should Join the A,L.A.' Thoy strike me as convincing, though a 
couple suffice. In the Stato Conforenec, the samo prayer scoms to 
be upon the lips of thosc who undorstand and speak up with gracious 
TOC. 


"Tho State Conforsnce at Mohonk carricd on in tho main quite 
Similarly, though on a reduced scalc. The percentage of Trustces 
there was_smallor. fRound-tables galore are held in these moctings. 
The gratifying note I make of thom is that with goodly represcnt- 
ation at cach mecting from our staff association, thoy attcnded 
with ovident zeal and yearning for pcrsonal improvoment in thoir 
own desire to be more sorviceable. Their csprit-de-corps was 
very apparont, and thoir loyalty to one another and to our insti- 
tution here might well be dcomed gratifying. At Mohonk, 'Brooklyn! 
put on a little play to add a morry noto to an evening's joy. 
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"At Montreal, I came in contact with a grand charactor in the 
person of John T. Vance, Law Librarian of tho Library of Congross, 
He enjoys a rare distinction. Two months lator, at the Amcrican 
Bar Association mecting in Milwaukee, I met him again. Hoe romom- 
bered me as of the Brooklyn Public Library. Ho saw to it there 
that Lowas invited as a special guest to a lunchoon of the 'Fricnds 
of the Law Library of Congress! and that I should have a seat of 
honor on the daiss I had heard him preside in Montreal at an event 
to which had come two great mombcrs of the Canadian judiciary to 
grace the occasion with dignity and crudition. 


"Tose moctings wore worth while, If to approciate what they 
stand for and how we may profit for the public good in Brooklyn, 
let us have a campaign of study and become a cogent part in the 
making of library standards. In theso moctings, thoughtful pcople 
are not moerely lifting thomscolves by their poot-straps. They are 
our follow citizens. They arc pointing the way to satisfaction 
of soul aspirations. ‘Veo must travel some oursclvcs if we would 
not declude oursclvcs in our high and mighty station. Our trust 
spells many obligations. We have an immense laboratory. Brooklyn 
expects even from hor voluntccrs a stowardship that is of the 
noblest and very best" 


-0-0-0- 
The Child and the Book 


A police-car stopped in front of tho Brovmsville Branch. One 
of its occupants walked in, carrying a book, ‘Any way to trace 
the porson who took this out?" Tho book was minus a card. “Aha 


a stolen book!" chortlcd the librarian; "or at least a lost onc," 


Going to the circulation-tray, she found the numbcr of the borrowcr's 


card, consulted the files, and gave the borrower's name and address 
to the young officcr, who sccmced not disrespectful toward such 
cfficioncy. The librarian's questioning glance brought forth the 
reply: ‘We found a kid wandcring about on Pitkin Avcnuc with this 
book. ‘Janted to find out where he belongs." "Do you want to 
leave the book?" asked the librarian. “Oh, no; his mothor may not 
have finished it}" Tho officcr tucked the book under his arm, ran 
down the steps, got into the roadstor beside a blonde curly-haired 
mite, and drove off. 


Optimistic! 


Librarian (to a borrowcr wishing to resorve a book): "Is that in our 
eataloguc? I can order it---" 

Borrower (interrupting): "Oh, isn't that nicc}! You mean you will 
buy it for mc if it isn't hero?" 


Hobbyhorscs at Brownsville 
lorscback-riding; Swimming; Hiking; Roller-skating; Bridge; 


Dancing; Coin-collocting; Crocheting; Pic contcsts (both baking 
and cating); Decp-sea fishing. 
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BRANCH BCOK SILECTION 


The following susgestion is submitted without criticism and 
without prejudice. 


» A great deal of a branch librarian's time is spent on the 
> monthly book-order, and it scems to me that much of this labor 
could be lightened, if distributed; also, that a distribution of 
: this work would make for a better-balanced collection, sinco in- 
dividual taste must count to some extent. 


. My suggestion, therefore, is that each member of the staff be 
required (I say "required" adviscdly, since, human nature being 
what it is, many would, without consideration, vote "no," if con- 
sulted) to submit on a stated date (carly enough to give the branch 
librarian time for consideration) a certain number of titles-a-2, 
4, 6, according to the length of the order and the size of the 
staff----cach slip giving author, title, price, publisher, date, 
review reed, and any other reason why such book should be added to 
the collection, whethcr thc book be old or now. These book-order 
Slips could be taken up by the branch librarien at a staff-meeting, 
when she could state bricfly which had been approved and which re- 
jected, and why. 


This method of handling the monthly book-order seems to me to 
have several advantages in addition to those mentioned above. 


a2. It would require every member of the staff to read book- 
reviows,---something overy library assistant should do, 
but docsn't. 


Be It would give cach mombor of the staff valuable expcericnec 
and 4 more personal intercst in the collection, 


ey It would make her more intclligont in her contact with 
the borrowing public. 


Dorothy M. Thistlcthwaite (P) 
aoetati 
MR. VOOLLCOTT IS ABASHET 


A copy of the October issuc of "Among Ourselves," calling 


attention to the "“‘Thile Romo Burns" itom, was sent to Aloxander 
Woollcott, who graciously reoplicd, as follows: 


October 256, 1954 
3 My dear Mr. Forgusons: 
Thank you for letting me see “Among Oursclves," 
The plight of the young woman who reserved “While Rome 
Burns’ undcr a pardonable misapprehension considcrably 
abashes iC. 


Yours sincorcly, 


(Signed) Alexander ‘loollcott 
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POTPOURRL OF TITEES 


he following clever little skit conccals fifty book-titles 
. (including one or two well-known quotations). It was inspired by 
the sad plight of one of Brownsville's fair daiscls at "Hope 


Gorners,” Long Island. 


Young Lady in Distress. My car is stalled! What is to be donc? 
And on n the wrong side of the tracks! I wonder if there. are any men 
Wathnout women eround, Oh, I see.a light in the storel Yahoo, dahl 


Postmaster of Small Town. A lively lady! Let's have a 
Pe(c)king picnic. (The tuuult and the shouting cease.) You men of 
good will, here's a dark pilgrimage. Comc in at the door, while 
we try to find a soft spot. 


Young Lady. Father will be worricd. ‘Within the prescnt there 
will be heavy weathcr. I'm sure we'll be in sight of Eden bofore 
to=morrow morninge 


Postmnastcr, Page ir. Pomeroy! Oh, no, ho's on a family cruiso,. 
(Dy, Thornd.‘ke intorvenes, protccting Margot from the roaring rivor 
that threatens her lifc.) Call the minister's wife; she'll broad- 
cast the news. The radio's without armor. 


Young Lady. No mattcr whore. This scoms to be Cold Comfort 
Porm, “Might as well como out of the pantry, and there's no sccond 
spring in the bedroom, so we'll have to go back to the farm. The 
winds of chance will blow us no goods. And I'm gotting watcr on the 
brain. 


Postmaster. Best to stem those tides of life. It's up to you 
Porro e coe Car, Lollowa,s Ah, now [ 800; it’s the crossing that 
brought on the crisis}! The senator's lady got upset and didn't 
Sotieo at Was time to-rofucl, Fill "or up, and stand up and choor, 

Young Lady. Any train north? 

Postmastor, io, thank youl 

Young Lady. Any train south? 

Postmaster. Not for twonty-four hours, 

, Young Lady, Never the twain shall incet, so it's my systom to 


| oross with flying colors, And I'm twelve miloa from a lomon, so 
) farcwoll to (h)arms, 


Soiiaeeenenieentinematil 


NOTH RECEIVED AT BRANCH D™S 


"Please allow my brother to take out books on my card for 
obvious reasons," 
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RHYM OS AND CHATT™R FROM THE STOCKROOM 
(For our autograph-album) 
M ay I write something for your magazine? 
I will try and do my best. 
et me write something which is not often seen, 


L 
~ oo all of you, which I will try and put to a test, 
On reading this over you may see 

N 


ot much, after all, you will agree. 
J ust peruse it carefully and reflect; 


ind, if you will, anything which I neglect. 


very line means something, I am sure. 


P 
E 
R emember I always try to be demure, 
G entle and kind, and you will find. 
U 


nderstand, I only have one thing in mind. 
S oon I will be through with these lines, 
On which I have tried to be gallant. 
N ow, maybe you think I haven't any talent! 


Curtis H. Taft, Stock Clerk (Ad) 


—_—_—_——— 


FORMER B.P.L. STOCK CLERK PUBLISHES POEM 


B. A. ("Barney") Heimbinder, who was emoloyed by the Library 
as Stock Clerk at 26 Brevoort Place, and who has since been engaged 
in the printing business, has blossomed out as a poet, with his 
"White Conquest: An Epic of Antarctica." This long narrative poem was 
published privately on September 15 in a limited edition of 250 
copies, specially designed and bound, of which only 210 were for sale. 
A copy has been purchased for the Library. 


The book was submitted in manuscript to Admiral Richard E. Byrd, 
who wrote to the author as follows: ‘I am very much moved by the 
poetry you have written.---Ily descendants will prize the book always, 
I am sure, and I want to send you my sincere and enduring apprec- 
Lation.s 


The book has likewise received favorable comments from Florence 
B. Freedman, Frieda Sandberg Lewis, and Professor Laurence M. Gould. 
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AN ECHO FROM OLD WILLIAMSBURGH 


William T. Powers, the Republican candidate for Attorney 
General of the State of New York at the recent election, relates 
how he was influenced toward his early Army career, some twenty-odd 
years ago, by a book dealing with West Point life which he borrow- 
ed from the Williamsburgh Branch one day, after debating with him- 
self whether he should take one more book or not on that occasion. 


Under his arm were several volumes which might be of value for 
mental advancement, but which could hardly be called exciting. As 
Peoeuryeyea the shélves, ho was aware of no crisis in his lifes, 
Whether he took the extra book or not didn't scem vital at the mo- 
ment; and yet the book was finally to cxert a far-reaching influence 
On his carecr,. 


The West Point book succeeded in kindling in young Powers a 
burning desire to enter the Army via the United States Military 
Academy. Then, in 1916, Congressman James V. Flynn arranged a com- 
petitive cxamination to sclect his nominee for West Point; and when 
the papers were marked, young Powers stood Number One on the list. 


He left the Army to study law, and is now attorney for a largo 
motion-picture theatre chain, in which capacity he makes frequent 
trips between New York and Hollywood. His present residence is in 
Flatbush. 


POOR BET-OH 


A young man had been told of various fines he owed at several 
branches. While the assistant at the registrationidesk was trying 
to convince him thnthe was really in debt, another assistant leaned 
over and whispered quite audibly: 


"Don't forget to tell iim about the card at Bo.” (B-o was 
emphasized.) 


"Oh, my dear ladies, you are not accusing me of THAT, too?" 


OVERHEARD AT THE D.sP.eC0. DESK 


"Tf I had a nickel I'd take 'The Lively Lady! out." 
INDIVIDUAL COPIES OF "AMONG OURSELV™S" 
There are about 25 copics of the October issue of " Among 
Ourselves" available for special sale to individuals. Price 10¢ 
a COPyVe 


Anyone wanting a year's subscription (10 issues) can have it 

hj ©O 2 

by paying 75¢ in advance. Subscriptions will begin with the October 
issuc. 


REQUEST FROM A SMALL BOY 


"T want a book on the oranges (origins) of the orld War," 
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Books that remain in my memory Grace EZ. McDowell (Ep) 
Masefield Right Royal 
Greene Lone winter 
Baker Adventures in contentment 
Farnol Broad highway 
Pumpelly Memoirs 
Mitford Our village 
Boyd My farm in lion country 


A few of the new and old books 1 have especially enjoyed 
Caroline Caswell (Ep) 


Browne That man Heine 
Herbert Water gipsies 
Undset Kristin Lavransdatter 
Morgan The fountain 
Stein Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas 
Waln House of exile 
Hilton Lost horizon 
Books that I like Cecile J. Lynch (L) 
Cellini Autobiography 
Browne That man Heine 
Turgeniev Fathers and children 
Waddell Peter Abelard 
Cather Lost lady 
Nizami Poems 
Davis Bar sinister 


FURTH!R MARRIAGE ANNOUNCIMENTS 

Elsie Marie MacTavish (Cs) is now Mrs. Gordon Miles Fagan 

Elizabeth Bettencourt (D) is now lirs, Jerome L. Mendell 

Mrs. Dorothy Brevoort “Jescoat, formerly at Saratoga, was re- 
cently married to Lieut. William H. Ashford, Jr., of the Naval 
Air Services 

VITAL STATISTICS 

Montague has received vord of the following arrivals: On 
September 18th, to Mr. and Mrs. Reginald E,. Thompson, a son, 
Douglas Cushman Thompson (Mrs. Thompson was formerly Carolyn Cushman) ; 
and on October 29th, to Mr. and Mrs, William H. Carroll, a daughter, 
Nancy Ward Carroll (Mrs. Carroll was formerly Phyllis R. Kane). 


The following vital-statistics request was recently received 
at Montague: "Have you a book that will tell me what day I was born?" 


A 3ONTR ? 


Overheard at the desk: “Well, it looks queer to me---sort of 


euphonious, I think,” 
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NAMES REGISTERED AT BROWNSVILLE 


Mae Bloom Rose Bush Francis B,Frank 
Jack Hamburger Kay Kaviar Pal Friend 
Sadie Gazes Hyman Angel Ida Herzakow 
Boyd Mann Raphael Angel 


MORES VACATION REPORTS 


Celia Vinograd (Bo) spent her vacation in Europe. Sailing for 
Naples, she toured North Italy, and then visited Kiev and Moscow, 
Her first-hand observations of Soviet life and the Sovict theatre 
are most interesting. 


A,Mabel Barrow (Bo) returned in August from a thrce-months 
tour of Italy. While there she took a summer course at the 
University of Perugia. 


Mary Sacken (Bo) visited the Chicago Fair, taking the Great 
Lakes trip en route, é 


EXPIRING IN THE BRANCHES 


Small girl: "I was supposed to expire on March 4th, and I did- 
n't. Can I expire now? 


Which reminds us of the other small girl who inquired, "Teacher, 
could I expire for my brothor?' 


ON BECOMING A LIBRARIAN 


Here's a now way in which a mother inquired whether her nine- 
year-old daughter's "CR" card had arrived: "Is my daughter a 
librarian yet? She joined a week ago}" 


HERE COMES YOUR DADDY NOW 


A certain young college teacher couldn't get a book at the 
Montague Branch, and was roferred to her local branch, where she 
had been a card-holder since her eleventh year. When she applied 
at the desk for a new card, the librarian looked up her record and 
asked sweetly, “And what does your daddy do?" 


---Brooklyn College Spotlight 


By eee 
Librarian (at registration desk): "Your occupation?" 
Borrower: "Why--er--rathor good, I should say." 


Librarian (puzzled): "Good?" 


Borrower: “Yos, Didn't you ask about my reputation?" 
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BRANCH STAFF REPRESENTATIVES FOR 1954-5 


Ad E. Christine Smith G Frances Libby 

A Elsie M. Reed pi Linsley Dougherty 
Br Nettie Coulbourne f Margot Meinke 

B Marjorie P. Holt Kg Blanche Emanuel 

Bh Vilma Johnson L Mary A. Dunn 

Bo Anne Durward Ma Ethel P, Fuller 

Bj] Margaret Freeman Md Martha P. Oderman 
Bu Mary C. O'Keane M Virginia McBride 

Cs Mrs. Ida G. Rosenstrauch N Lois Weeden 

Ca Mildred Buente Pa WMarion C. Walsh 

Cp Mrs. Rigmor I. Williams e Jane Lyon 

Ci Molly Greenberg Rh Mrs. Margaret C. Hiller 
C Gwendolen MacFarland or Mrs, Kate S. Boccia 
Cr FPaith Lb, Allen Sh Ruth Lamson 

D Marjorie L. Cowles S Signe B. Swenson 

E Jeanncttc D. Clear Tp Cathryn Bergen 

Ep Josie Wilson W Dorothy L. Parker 
EF Adelaide Kennedy Cad Sylvia Robinson 

Ft Alice F,. Hale = Marjorie Herrick 


THE OCTOBER STAFF 


ASSOCIATION MEETING 


The first meeting of the Staff Association for this year was 
held Friday evening, October 26, in the auditorium of the Bedford 


Branch. 


There were about one hundred and sixty people present to 


hear Dr. Ferguson and see the marionettes. 


After calling the meeting to order, Mr. Nourse introduced Dr. 


Ferguson, 
Edward Island. 


who told us of the trip which he made recently to Prince 
Although he was on the island only a few days, Dr. 


Ferguson was afforded the opportunity of visiting many of the branch 
libraries and of seccing the greater part of the island. Dr. 
Ferguson went there for the purpose of making a survey of a new 
scheme of library service begun on Prince Edward Island under the 
auspices of the Carnegie Foundation. 
gave a graphic picture of cconomic and social conditions as weil 
as some indication of the scope of the Carnegic library project. 


In a brief talk Dr, Ferguson 


At the conclusion of Dr, Forguson's talk, the Bedford 


Marionettes put on a fine performance of “Rumpelstiltchen". 
was enthusiastically received by 


This 


he audience, with cxclamations 


of delight at the deft handling of the marionettes and at the 


singing. 


After the lights went up, 


the cast held an impromptu 


reception. back-stage and obligingly explained tho intricacies of 


marionette construction and dircction. 


The parts were taken by: 


MA se) Bi 18 el wo rem eee ee ee 
Miss Treworgy---------- 


The King 
The Miller's Daughter and 


the Qucen 
Miss Johnson----------- The Miller 
Mrs, Whitsen----------- Peter 
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BOOK WEEK AT KINGS HIGHWAY 


Book Week at Kings Highway. this year was all the more interest- 
ing since the subject chosen is our children's librarian's- pet hob*;. 
Though many of us are interested in work with the blind, Miss 
Schneidewind went a step further and took a course in transcribing 
ink print into Braille. She became so interested in the subject 
that she undertook transcribing the "Story of the Flying Ship" for 
the use of blind children, 


She borrowed a copy of the "Little Lame Prince and Clean Peter" 
in Braille from the New York Public Library, and the song "Go, Lovely 
Rose," and, with these, exhibited the same titles in ink-print books 
for our more fortunate children. The exhibit, besides the books, 
consisted of paper used for book-making, the board, slate, stylus, 
eraser, and a chart showing the alphabet, words, and parts of words 
and numerals, There was also another chart giving the alphabet 
and the Lord's Prayer in Moon type. 


A week before Book Weck, two high-school students, from differ- 
ent schools, were sent to the library with this question: "How do 
blind people read the Braille system?" All the material was avail- 
able at the time, so ithe needed help was given. We thought they 
were very fortunate in coming to Kings Highway with this question, 
as a dcomonstration was given thom by our children's librarian, who 
had takon the course, 


THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF 1928 AND ITS FUNCTIONS 


Twice a year that csoteric socicty, the XOSA, mects in some 
restaurant not too far from Broadway, and, after sufficicnt de- 
liberation over the menu, adjourns to the play of its choice, 


These e'Officcrs of the Staff Association, 1928, were a most 
businesslike group until one of them, who never lcts slip an 
occasion for a party, suggested their fCting the retiring president; 
whereupon they turned to the life of plcasure which has bcen so 
agrecable to thom over since. 


They will celebrate their tenth anniversary (not in years, but 
in plays) next spring; and the occasion should be, according to 
the Promoter of Parties, "a blowout." 


-0-0-0- 
Dishes Available for Staff Parties 
Travelling-cases have been purchased by the Staff Association 
to convey dishes from branch to branch, on demand. These Associa- 
tion-owned dishes are available for any »ranch function at any 
time. Requests should be sent to Miss Burdett, at Macon, at which 


branch the dishes are stored when not in use. 


-~o-Q-o- 
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AMONG OURSELVES 


Medium of Communication for the Staff of the Brooklyn Public Library 


HO. 12 December 1954 


Edited by the Publicity Committee of the B. P. L. Staff Association 
in co-operation with the Branch Staff Representatives 


Louis N. Feipel, Chairman (Ad) Adelaide A. Kennedy (F) 

Ada J. Cobb (M) Jean L. Ross (Bo) 

Winifred B. Jackson (S) Elizabeth Schneidewind (Kg) 
-0-O0-0- 


GREETINGS FROM THE CHIEF LIBRARIAN 
¢ December 20, 19354 
Dear Friends: 


Here we are again at that time of year, when if ever, we take 
a look at our hearts, and try to wish them beautiful and kind and 
sympathetic. Those who are most successful in this search will 
probably discover that it is not the magic Yuletide touch which gives 
the charm, but our unconscious growth during the days and weeks and 
months that have gone before. Perhaps one's occupation may be kind 
or Otherwise in making him the manner of man he becomes. Traffic 
officers in a big city, burned by the summer sun and chilled by 
wintry blasts, breathing the fumes of motors and beset by heedless 
drivers should find some excuse if they eventually harden and de- 
velop sharp tongues. Poets in their cloisters inditing musical 
verses about love and the beauty of fair ladies, about melodious 


-birds and the freshness of flowers blooming under perfect skies, 


ought to grow in gentleness and strength and human kindness, Librar- 
ians fall some place between these two extremes; and so have to make 
less effort than some to attain that mellowmess of spirit in harmony 
with the Christmas choir. For these blessings let us give thanks, 


The year fast going has brought us a sufficiency of trials, 
and I am sure victories not to be forgotten. If, along witha 
troubled world, we have not been able to make over our way of living 
according to a more perfect vattorn, we have at least maintained 
our sanity and faith in our service to mankind. After all, the pro- 
fits of our trade far outweigh the losses; because right spirit can 
never be bartered for better goods. 


Well, my hope is that during the pain of last moment shopping, 
during the disappointments which all men know, we may not forget the 
reasons we have for thanks, for cheerfulness, for resolution to grow 
this coming year in deeds and grace. I do wish you that old, old 
wish "Merry Christmas,” but in a spirit not dulled by mere repetition 
My confidence and joy in you have burgeoned during the twelvemonth 
pasts; and I as surely expect that 1955 will confirm me in that faith 


and understanding. 


Sincerely yours 


MILTON J. FERGUSON 
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CHRISTMAS PROMOTIONS IN "THE BAG" 


' of course, "Chimney Stocking") 


(Meaning by "Bag, ' 

Action taken by the Board of Trustees on December 18th brought 
a real Christmas present to several members of the staff who have 
been languishing on the Eligible Lists for quite some time. After 
months of inability to make new appointments, the Library has bcen 
allowed finally to fill several vacancies. A happy forecast of 
such action was the announcement by Dr. Ferguson at the Branch 
Librarians' Meeting, Decenber 7th, that Ada J. Cobb had been ap- 
pointed Librarian of Montague Branch, 


The other promotions and transfers, effective January lst, 
areas follows; Marguerite E. Gregg, transferred from Bushwick to 
Montague, the resulting vacancy at Bushwick being filled by the 
promotion of Bessie G. Gregg from City Parks; Jane V. Lyon, trans- 
ferred from Prospect to City Park; Eugenia M,. Southard, promoted 
from Grade 1 to Grade 2 at Prospects; Frances E. Wood, transferred 
from Saratoga to Red Hook, the vacancy at Saratoga being filled 
by the transfer of Adele Havighorst from Irving; Helen P. Bolman, 
promoted from Williamsburgh to be Assistant Branch Libraian, 
Grade 3, at Irving; Olive Sprague, promoted from Grade 1 at 
Saratoga to Grade 2 at Williamsburgh; Mrs. Eleanor F, Clift, pro- 
moted from Bay Ridge to Bedford, to fill the position of Children's 
Librarian, Grade 5, left vacant by the resignation of Trotman C, 
Barrow; Lucille M. Vander Voort, promoted from Grade 1 at Flatbush 
to Grade 2 at Bedford; Sylvia D. Crane, promoted from Grade 1 at 
Kings Highway to Grade 2 at Grocnpoint; Ruth M. McEvoy, promoted 
from Midwood to the position of Assistant Childrm's Librarian, 
Grade 2, at Brownsville Children's; and Julia M. Holzapfel, trans- 
ferred from Brownsville Children's to Leonard, 


Mrs, Elsic McTavish Fagan, Canarsic, resigns on Decomber 31, 
to devote her entire time to her home and family. Ruth B. Ferguson 
was appointed Library Assistant, Grade 2, at the Macon Branch, on 
December lst. 


-O-0-0- 
"LEND A HAND, NEIGHBOR" 


The Citizens Family Welfare Committee is asking employees again 
to give 2% of their weekly salary for ten weeks, or any sum which 
they can afford, in an effort to reach a goal of $2, 000, 000 needed 
for the work of the private welfare agencies in the five boroughs 
of New York City. All pledges are purely voluntary. Those members 
of the staff who wish to make a contribution may send their names 
to Mr, Nourse. 

-0-0-0- 


Another New Arrival 
Announcement has been mado of the birth of Carol Betty Wagner, 
on November 18th. Carol's mother, Mrs, Etta Greenborg Wagner, was 


formerly on the Kensington staff. 


-O-0-0- 
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AN INTERCHANGE WORKER'S LAMENT 


The book is for B; 
oo 1 write to Cp, 
And they say, “It's in constant demand!" 


Then I write to Ci, 
And here's the reply: 
"We haven't the said book on hand}" 


I write to Bu, 
And they say, “It's too new}" 
(I just play the part of the finder) 


I write to Ma, 
And here's what they say: 
"Just now it has gone to the binder}" 


I write to Red Hook; 
find then, when I look, 
"Your request is granted," it read, 


The slip shows the date, 
But, lo, I must waite= 
Ten standing reserves are ahead} 


The request was in June, 
Or, maybe, July; 
And now we are into November, 
When B gets that book, 
As it comes from Red Hook, 
I'm sure 't will be late in December, 
--Alfred Cafiero 
-0-0-0- 
Children's Museum Entertains Children's Librarians 
The Children's Librarians! Meeting on December 15 was held 


at the Children's Museum, his institution, Brooklynites are 
proud to remember, was the first and for a long time the only 


' Children's Museum in the world. Many of our Branches have borrow- 


ed material to illustrate their exhibits from the Museum's large 
loan collection, 


It was a great pleasure to be able to hear about the work 
which has been a blessing to hundreds of thousands of Brooklyn 
children, Miss Anna Gallup, Director, and five heads of depart- 
ments, including the librarian, gave bricf talks, after which our 
Brooklyn Public Library librarians were escorted over the two 
buildings. 
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A TRIP TO ANOTHER WORLD 


This it seemed to me, sailing from New York on a small cargo- 
boat to Frontera, a little town in the state of Tabasco, Mexico. 


From the time our boat left New York until our arrival at Key 
West for a short stop, the hours were packed with rest and sunshine. 
Then, diagonally crossing the Gulf of Mexico, we reached the mouth 
of the Tabasco River. Sailing slowly up this river with evidences 
of jungle on both sides, we came suddenly upon the small Mexican 
town of Frontcra. We were hospitably received, and enjoyed for a 
day and a half the color and life of the Mexican people. The simple 
life of these native people made a strong appeal. The little town 
is peculiarly Mexican, still unspoiled by ‘time or change, 


It took the full time to load the 50,000 bananas, and then, 
after a gay farewell, the boat turned homeward. 


To anyone anxious to lose that tired desire "of getting away 
from it all," this short Atlantic seaboard cruise is highly recom- 
mended. 

~-lMargaret Rebenklau (B) 
-0-0-0- 


It Happened in Canarsie 


Young Lady: "I want a book on costume-design, The number is 
g22 C874D." 


Assistant: "But that is the wrong number. That is the number 
for English drama.” 


Young Lady: "It is 'Design for Living'{" 


Assistant: “Well, that is a play. What do you want on costume- 
design?" 


Young Lady: "The costumes of the Greeks and Romans. Ancient 
history." 


Assistant (after resorting to the shelves and handing her a 
book on historic costumes): "This is a book on the costumes of the 
Grocks and Romans,” 


Young Lady: "Thank you; and may I have 'Design for Living'?" 
-0-0-0- 
Unnatural Naturalization 
Small girl (proudly flourishing her new library-card and in- 
troducing a friend at the registration-desk): "Will you please 


give her her first papers?" 
-0-O-0- 
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Our Dear Branch Librarians 


My dear Miss---------- : 
Me 
oo Referring to your last card concern- 
ay ihg the loss of the book, "Randall, Making of 


the Modern Mind," and your request that I be- 
ging weekly payments to cover the cost of the 
book, I am sorry to state that I cannot do so. 


Much as I would like to repay the 
Library for the loss of the book, I am unwill- 
ing to bind myself to pay through a period of 
over one half-year. When I have the amount 
available I shall gladly repay my just debt. 


Until then I can only reiterate that 
I have urgent need of my reader's card and 
would be grateful to receive the use of it 
again. I know that such a procedure would be 
a violation of rules; but if rules were not 
violated, there would be no need for them. I 
an sure that you will agree with me that time 
and circumstance can make even the wisest rule 
an untélligent one. In this case I think it 
serves no purpose other than to be irritating. 
I admit the obligation. I promise to repay. 
To refuse me the use of a reader's card un- 
til it is repaid does not penalize me because 
I do not pay, but because I cannot pay. 


But perhaps you do not understand 
what I mean, 


Yours respectfully, 


-“O0-0-0- 


A Study in Magazines 


Anxious Young Man: "Have you 82 magazines?" 

Astonished Librarian: "I am vory sorry. We did have 85, but 
almost all have been cancelled because of lack of funds. We have 
only a- few left." (Escorts young man to magazine-rack.) 


y 


j i * ° il 
“all Young Ilan (a few minutes later): "I can't find the magazine. 


Librarian: "Which one were you looking for?" 
Young Man: "82," 
Librarian: ‘We have no magazine by that name. How do you spell 


7 vs aie 


Young Man; "“E-T-U-D-E" {1 
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EBastern Parkway's New Location 


An old-time Flatbush borrower returned to the Branch, saying 
he had been sent to Eastern Parkway to renew his card, as he was 
now domiciled in that district, But he thought the laugh was on 
him, because the caretaker at “Eastern Parkway" (the Central 
Building) said the Library was not open for use, as yet. The care- 
taker went on to say he didn't know when that would be, as the 
building was unfinished, and could the youg man get another card 
at Flatbush in the meantime. 


-0-0-0~ 
What Form of Name Do You Use? 
City Park would like to know if anyone has met this lady: 
Mrs. Wig of the Garden Patchs or 
Mother Witch of the Garbage Patch; or 
Mrs. Raggs of the Cabbage Patch; or 
Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage Pants; or 
Mrs, Trix of the Cabbage Patch; or 
Mrs. Webb by the Garden Patch. 
These are a few of the names she is called at that Branch. 


And at Brownsville a youngster of the teen-age inquired: "Have 
you an autobiography of "Root Knock-Knee"? (Cap these, if you can.) 


-O-0-0- 


100,000,000 Guinea Pigs Can be Wrong 


Borrower: “Have you a book about guinea pigs?" 
Librarian: "Do you mean '100,000,000 Guinea Pigs!?" 
Borrower: "Morey, no! I want to raise themt" 
-~0o-0-0- 
A Suggestion 


Crown Heights has found that pasting Japanese paper over the 
leaves of the first section of an encyclopedia or dictionary pre- 
vents the leaves from curling up. This is work that the C.'W.A. 
people can do in spare moments. The device is most effective if 
the pasting is done on both sides of the leaf. Miss Mudge, at 
Columbia, showed examples of this at her library recently. 


~0-0-0- 


At Crown Heights a boy asked to have his card changed to a 
"travelling" card, so that he could use it at various Branches. 


-0-0-0- 


aha 


b 


Ake gh tee 
Die ue ry 
yf; i 4 it! 


ay Cars at Peace lslhd bali, al A ei 
N Wi aM i) (4 
. aie ae | AYE OS) pt 4 PTE 2 ‘ gin aD it on TOP aS 
; Ay 
‘ ¥| Neo d mE 
PaO ae Rew ars 4 
y : see { : ey 
{ ye bah Oh 
AT Nie iy ut CGH at Bea ats f } aay Ny Sn le Nie 
: mAh We Me ins as 
3 p . wid 5 eS a 
“ \ oy ee . WI * Pe 
} i} 
a ) 
at 44 ‘ 
. 
: ; : 
¥ 
CU ibys yi) is) 
“sy F 7 sty r cms ‘ cat ih 
Tea xt 6 Rs iy se nage 
; Sane 0 ebay entation a at fil peer Cems! Hl eae Mt dacs atl a 
y ) on : , 
f : i See ay eh NN BW a : 
st Y yas Abe P 
' CA 
: ; i on | ™ iri Le aie 
t fy : aan he D 
z " 
‘ i 
+) ‘ 
} Wisi 4 aid Cuore 
ha 
¥ & " . 
teal) jaa ‘ 
ey mea f) ay ¥ 
Ay a yo 
| ; 4 ¥ ) 
i j fi © 
. iu n y 5 We 
MY Foun ee 
, ‘ 
eae J . 
: i ii i; ‘i i AVN 
; iis 88 : f iis ves 
WB ok -2h WW tes t ihe 
' i ie 
a wh mr 4 1 ity) ep fey | re b , . 
a y yr ny t y ‘' 
' é ' Wig { f é £5. beh 
b ve ey " i i 3 , 1 
Ae ‘ | 
J ‘ 
f wale 
' Nah } if * 4 
iy; , jeenaie TP yatta ate 
Li { (4 d Went Mayda i i 
i \ ipsa Higa MRA Pitter DON th es Jd aberpde ln {ani yx veh ied { 
A een Pa y \ MAN ; 
\ 5 i tae Halt be es (Vike gl Welds 
: Dae) , i a War - a ae wy ie) ae 
uN ; a A hn ed c i ipl Nae 
‘ ' \ . ip. 
; ) 
: t 7 aha y , 
: f je , ; 
: Mil mes ji vig 
] ) Marae | hia PB 3 
i 4 DP hehe Dist } ae 
J 2 
i 1 . 
( (Ma ubaiet ih 
i ii 
F ' ) ' ai 
t i M 
¢ y } 
i i f 
' F j 
; Ae * s mes 
AN PT AN 


jy hasan RO VNB ROBO nail eee 


Nea 
ity a i 
MN ans 


A fe 


Some New Synonyms 


mei. OF cient, cr thereabouts, asked Miss Gwyn, at New 
Utrecht, for something on "synonyms." Upon being questioned fur- 
ther, it developed that what she wanted to say was "cinnamon," but 
She had got tangled up in her speech. 


And at Bedfordthe assistant at the refcroncc-desk was confront- 
ed with the following: "Will you let me have an opicure for a 
tombstone?" (Bedford's only book of cpitaphs has beon missing for 
some timc---perhaps the “epicure” swallowed it.) 


rota sotien 


Overheard in the children's room: "This book is so intorest- 
ing that when your mother tells you to do something you don't hear 
hor.’ 


-0-O0-0- 


It is seemingly impossible to surmount the obstacles of this 
depression. A borrower asked for "No Man Is Married." ("No Man 
Is Singic" is the correct titlc.) 


-~O-O0-0- 


"Aoldic Locks" is a borrower at Brownsville. We're on the 
lookout for the Three Bears, and are carefully guarding the windows 
and cheirs. 


-0-0-0- 
Good Theatret 
Student: “May-I have a book on "Elizabcth Annc's' Theatre?" 
-0-0-0- 


A young borrower with a card proudly showed a new fricnd around 
the children's room of one of the branches, As the two children 
were about to leave, the would-be new borrower pointed to the branch 
librarian. "Who's thet?" "That's the mother of the library," was 
the naive reply. 


-0-0-0- 


Miss A. Mabel Barrow (Brownsville) leaves January 1, to make 
her new home and start a rental-library in Vancouver, Her staff 
wishes her success in her now venture, and great happiness. Hor 
sister, Miss Trotman Barrow, of Bedford, leaves with her. 


~O-Q-0- 
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"May I have 'Essays of a Liar?'" ("Essays of Elia," of course.) 
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The following note of appreciation was received at Kings 
Highway: 


St. Brendan Diocesan High School 


my’ Decenber 3, 1954 


My dear Miss Schneidowinds: 


The Braille outfit which you 

; so kindly lent us. has been a source of great 
interest to our students. Cur first-tcrm pupils 
study the "Life of Helen Keller"; and in cach 
of the six classes the Braille outfit was given 
special attention. All of our students cxam- 
ined it and think that they appreciate tho 
use of sight just a little morc, The Soniors 
were particularly impressed. I would judge 
that about 900 persons saw and cxamined the 
matcrial. 


Please accept my sincere thanks 
for your kindness; and if thcre is anything 
I can do for you, I will be only too happy. 
Sincerely yours 
Sister M, Abigail 
Librarian 
-0O-0-0- 
The incorporation of the month on the cover-decsign of 
AMONG OURSELVES is not feasible at present. We would suggest, 
therefore, that those Branches focling a necd for this try their 


hand at penning-in tho name each month as artistically as possible. 


-0-0-0- 
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-0-O0-0- 


FAREWELL TO ASTRAL 
By Klsie M, Reed 


It was with sincere regret that I said farewell to many of our 
borrowers and friendly neighbors, That it was necessary to make a 
change, owing to the reduced use of the branch and a decided decrease 
in circulation, was inevitable, I suppose; but I did feel sorry at 
depriving our public - a rather small group now, alas - of a local 
convenience which had been in existence for nearly forty-five years. 
Many of them felt very badly about it, a few expressed themselves 
in print, and the local press carried letters and even an editorial 
of "protest at the action of the City in closing the branch." How- 
ever, the Greenpoint Branch is only a half-mile away from Astral, 

So the adult public, at any rate, will not suffer, and eventually 
they will become accustomed to using that well-equipped branch. 
Miss Foley and her staff will, I feel sure, give the Astral borrow- 
ers a warm welcome and serve their needs fully as well as we were 
able to do with our limited resources and poorlyequipped quarters, 


The Astral public has always shown considerable interest in and 
affection for its homelike small library. Opened originally as a 
branch of the Pratt Institute Library in 1890, it became a part of 
the Brooklyn Public Library system in 1901, Its first branch 
librarian, Miss Eliza Witham, endeared herself to the entire com- 
munity, which she so ably served, first at Astral, and afterward at 
the Greenpoint Branch, She was followed later by Miss Hilda W. 
Green, who continued the good work, and then by Miss J. Grace Merry, 
my immediate predecessor, who had charge of the Astral Branch for 
the ten years just prior to my advent in January 1929. 


Miss Merry, who has since passed away, did splendid work in 

the district, and that too under adverse conditions, seriously 
». affecting the work of the branch, namely “cramped, crowded, dingy 

Quarters and a small staff, not adequate to cover both the routine 
work and a properly satisfactory service to the public," to quote 
from one of her annual reports. In spite of all this, with the 
loyal support of her staff she won the esteem of her public. Thus 
it was a tradition, at Astral, that the library staff be on the 
friendliest of terms with those they served. It was their pride 
and aim not only to render an efficient service, but also to main- 
tain pleasant personal relations with the public at large; so that, 
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when I arrived at Astral six years ago, I found an cxcecdingly pleas- 
ant library atmosphere and a very friendly public, appreciative of 
anything done in their behalf. Therefore it was up to me to hold 
that interest and to continue to maintain such friendly relations 
with the public, an important and essential part of our library 
work, This being the case, I feel that if we have accomplished any- 
thing worthwhile during these past years, it.is largely owing to the 
fact that those preceding us paved the way, by their service, 
material and spiritual, in the cause of education. They bequeathed 
to us a fertile field and a wonderful opportunity for service to the 
community, which called for one's best effort. As to our share in 
carrying on this obligation to the public, I feel very humble indecd, 
considering those who, before us, established the standard. 


On Thursday, December 20, we started moving the library; and 
the job was nearly finished on Saturday. Only the stacks remaincd 
to be taken on Monday, and by Wednesday, December 26, the moving was 
completed. The Astral Branch had ccased to exist, it had joined the 
things of the past and will live only in the memorics of the people 
Si the district, where it had ‘bcen a part of the lifc of the com- 
munity for nearly 45 years. Right here I should like to express 
our thanks and appreciation for the co-opcration and support of the 
Chief Librarian and Administration Headquarters, and also the assiste 
ance we received at this rather strenous time. We wish especially 
to thank those branch librarians who lent us help for those thrce 
days, including Miss Foley, our neighbor in Greenpoint, who so prompt- 
ly came to our rescue on that first hectic day of thc break-up with 
the loan of her two C.W.S. mon workers, whose splcndid work lighten- 
cd our own labors considerably and made possible our somewhat hasty 
cxit. 


This closing-up of a branch, saying goodbye to old fricnds and 
expressing our rogrcts at leaving, is rathor upsetting cmotionally, 
and I have beon thankful to have a breathing-spell before taking up 
the work of proparing to open the new branch. So with a tear in our. 
eye, wo havo said farowll to Astral, our old friends and district, 
and we look forward with cager interest to our work in the Maplcton 
section, with ovory oxpectation of cnjoying that work and making 
pleasant contacts in the new ficld. 


-0o-O0-0- 


The closing of Astral Branch removes one more of the old-time 
associations connected with the history of the district. The Astral, 
or Greenpoint, Settlement with which Astral was closcly identificd | 
at the start, was organized by tho neighborhood-association of Pratt 
Institute. It was located in the model tenoments known as the 
Astral Apartments, which had been crected in 1889 by the Pratts on 
the corner of Franklin and India Streots, in Greenpoint. This 
settlement was instrumental in securing the first public playground 
in Brooklyn. Most of the club- and class-work of tho scttlcment was 
carricd on by studonts from Pratt Institute. The name "Astral" was 
derived from "Pratt's Astral Oil," which was known at the time as the 
safest and the best of kerosenes. It is said that a traveller in 
the Holy Land, some ycars ago, visiting a synagogue in Jerusalon, 
observed that the lamp which was kept burning porpctually in that 
sacred place was filled from a fiveegallon containcr labclicd 
"Pratt's Astral Oil." --- Editor 
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_ The Brooklyn Public Library Staff Association offers a prize 
of ~5.00 for the best cover design for Among Ourselves for 1955-1936, 


As mass effects cannot. be reproduced by a mimcograph machine, 
all designs must be in line only, suitable for tracing with a stylus 
on mimeograph stencil paper, and must bo worked within a rectangular 
space of 7 x 9 5/8 inches. 


Entries close on May 1, 195. 
-0-O0-0- 
The Children's Librarians! Meeting, January 10, 19355 


tis Doing & f@ucst moecting, .with tho speaker, Miss Fjoril Hess, 
Gac to arrive at 10:50, the preliminary business session ended at 
$0419. During the interval of fiftecon minutes Miss Hess and Dr, 
Forguson arrived. 


Dr. Ferguson introduced the speaker, whom he had known in 
California. Miss Hess gave us a perfectly delightful timc, singing 
to us some lovely old folk-songs from Central Europe and telling 
with vivacious humor about her many expcriences,. Her three books, 
Buckaroo, The Mounted Falcon, and Sandra's Cellar, have cach grown 
out of her own true past, and she likes to call ‘them Sob books" 
because they are about girls at work. We were skippcd about from 
Nevada ranch school-teaching to Pittsburgh social work in foreign 
back-allceys, from Czechoslovakia to bookselling in California and 
teaching in library school, Miss Hess gave us a momorable impress-~ 
ion of a many-sided personality that imparts enthusiasm and meaning 
to every new job. Her visit, lasting through lunchcon at the Girls' 
Industrial High School, was unusually ocnjoyed by our staff. 


-0-0-0- 
MIDWOOD'S NEW QUARTERS 


On January sccond Midwood opened in its new quartcrs, a large 
L-shaped or rather "}" shaped layout, with ontrances on Avonuc J and 
on Hast 12th Strect, the latter the main door to the Library proper. 
Borrowers who enter the large room exclaim with pleasure as they 
notice the great improvement in size and appcarance over the former 


location. But THEY sce only a small part of the whole. 


Privileged guests--such as you--are led through a partition, 
and another wing almost as large as the first is disclosed, Gasps 
of amazement, then a warning from the Md guide that still more is to 
come, and the by-this-time completcly flabbergasted guest is led up 
and then down tro steps, and an additional five-room apartment is 
spread out before his bewildered gaze. Yes, we mean "apartment," 
including a bathtub and shower, 


A real children's room, bright and sunny, and a children*s 
librarian to take care of the poor children whom the staff have 
never had time to care for, arc among the niccst improvements. On 
the first day, 2,059 books were circulated; but the neighborhood 
has calmed down, and things aro normal again. Come and scc us. 
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OUR VOLUNTEER HOSPITAL WORKIRS 


Library Extension gratcfully acknowledges the help given in 
the Hospital Library work by the following branch representatives: 


In 1954 


Miss Margaret Wood, of Fort Hamilton, at Norwogian ata sie 
Mrs. Eleanore Clift, of Bay Ridge, and Mrs. Tonctto 
Johnsen, of Eastorn Parkway, who worked at Norwogian 
Hospital during Miss Wood's vacation, 
Mrs. Florence Winner, of Greenpoint, at Grcenpoint Hospital, 
Miss Dorothy Leland, of Bay Ridge, at Greenpoint Hospital. 


In 1955 


Miss Margarct Wood is continuing at Norwegian Hospital. 
Miss Julia Holzapfel, of Leonard, has takon over the work 
at Greenpoint Hospital. 


-0-O0-0- 
Good News for the Dentists 


It required exactly two hundred and eighty pounds of Huylcr's 
chocolates to fill the swect-tooth of the Staff, Fifty-six 5-pound 
boxes were purchased between the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. 


-0-0-0- 


On Thursday, Decomber 20, the Macon Staff “threw” a Christmas 
party. The verb is well-chosen, as during the course of the cvecning 
the Staff amore its guests by pres enting "Wild Nell, the Pot of 
the Plains; or Her Final Sacrifice," which cntailced much throwing 
or pooplc on horses and of Indians by The Hero. Those presont also 
played gamcs and cnjoyed their talk over the coffce and cake, 


-0-O0-0- 
Brownsville cntecrtaincd Miss Mabcl and Miss Trotman Barrow at 
a theatre and dinner party on Decombor 29th. The play choscn was 
"The Farmer Takes & Witc, , A special table was resorved at Zucca's 


for the fifteen in the group. Mr. Veres and Mr. Akramoff accompan-— 
icd their wives. Also present at the dinner wore Miss Blanche 
Urquhart and Miss Viola C. White, formerly of the Brownsville staff, 
An enjoyeble time was spent, and farowells wore merry but wistful. 
The Misses Barrow are now in Vancouver, 
Tare ere ot 


During January, Brownsville Branch has beon open from 1 to 
6 P.M. on Saturdays. 


-0-O-0- 
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The Library recently purchased for the Central Library Collect+ 
ion, at a bargain, a copy of the valuable “West-European Incunabula," 
being 60 original leaves from the presses of the Netherlands, France, 
Iberia, and Great Britain, described by Konrad Haebler. The work 
was published at Munich, in 1928, The leaves are mounted to display 
both sides, and arc containcd in a canvas portfolio mcasuring twenty- 
one and a quarter inches in height. The purchasc was made from the 
Boll Fund. 


-O-O-0- 


The Qucens Borough Public Library has an intcrnal housc-organ 
similar to "Among Oursolves,' which it exchanges with us. It is 
kept on file in Room 1806, at Administration Headquarters, where it 
can be consultcd by anyone intcrestcd. 


ooalatin 


The funnicst picture scen at City Park during the past month 
was that presented by a small girl, with a guilty conscicnce, dis- 
guising hersolf by wearing her brother's eye-glasscs low down on 
her little nose, in order to cscape detection when sliding past 

"the old man” (hor words, not ours), our janitor, at the front-door. 


-0-O0-0- 
Child: “Librarian, may I have Van de Lion?" 
Librarian: “Van dc Lion? Do you know anything about the story?" 
Child: “Yes, it's about a lady who lost hor husband and went 


hunting all over for him." _ 
The Librarian procured “Evangclinc, and the child wont off, 


-0O-O0-0- 
Child (calling across the children's room in a loud voice): 
"Alicol!? Alicctl" 
Librarian: "Miriam, donft you realize that you are in tho 
library? 
Childs, .“Yos, ma'amys” 
Librarian: “Thon why did you call Alice as loudly as you could?" 


Child: (cffusively): "Oh, but I didn't! I can yoll a lot 
louder than that.” 


-~O-0-0- 


An exhibit of textile-dcsign, fashion-design, and costume and 
design for the theatre, furnished by the Traphagen School of Design, 
is now on display at the Willismsburgh Branch, continuing until — 
February loth. 


-0-0-0-~ 


Mr. Feipel has becn appointcd a member of the joint committce of 
the American Library Association and the Book Manufacturers! Institute 
to encourage and, if possible, insure the widespread acceptance and 
adoption by libraries and bindcrs of the specifications for library- 
binding adopted by the A.L.A. Council on June 50, 1954, and to 
facilitate discussion and solution of problems of common interest to 
binders and librarics. 
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City Park, although showing a loss in circulation for 1934, 
feels thet it has made some very firm fricnds, among thom boing the 
familics of Rear Admiral Stirling and Commander Ware, of the Navy 
Yard, and also Mr. Morehead, the warden of the City Prison, All of 
them are constant borrowers at the Branch, City Park has to compete 
with three public playgrounds in its immediate vicinity, besides 
which, during the past ycar, the nearby school-grounds have been 
Opencd for recreational purposes when school was not in scssion,. 

All of the playgrounds have trained social assistants in charge; 
therefore it is no hardship for a child owing a small fine at the 
library to wait six months for its expiration. He (or she) simply 
transfers his affections to the playground for the period, and some- 
times forgets the library cntirely. 


There has been considerable discussion in the daily papers, of 
late, concerning the City Park. neighborhood. The City Park district 
has been designated as "The Junglé."” Some fow buildings have been 
domolished$; but many morc should be, and decent modern apartment- 
houses reared in their stead. Then City Park might perhaps come 
into its own. The neighborhood is at present mainly populated by 
Gypsies, Italians, and Negrocs---all of the poorer class; and while 
they are interesting from a social standpoint, they all have a low 
reading-ability (many entirely illiterate), and those who have a 
waste for reading like somcthing exciting, such as mystery-stories 
and Westerns. A typical case is that of a small girl, who upon 
being sent from the adult stacks to the children's room, said: "Oh, 
B donit wano One of the books in there, I can't get any kick out of 
them. 


-0-O0-0- 


The staff at New Utrecht decided they would not lct Christmas 
pass without a tree and some Christmas decorations; so each member 
contributed something to that ond. Also, one of the staff-members 
gave a very successful Christmas surprisec-party. 


-~0-O0-0- 
On Friday, Decombor 2lst, the Flatbush staff had a party to 

celebrate the coming holiday and to bid farewell to Lucille 
Vander Voort, now.a member of the Bedford staff, Several varictics 
of Norwegian Christmas cookics, made by Karen Ovecstad, furnished an 
exciting spot in the menus; and a ten-cent grab-bag to which all 
contributed added to the fun. 

-0-O0-0- 


Rumors--only rumors--have reached us of various other Christmas 
parties at the Branches. HOW ABOUT IT, STAFF REPRESENTATIVES? 


-0-0-0- 


Miss Sarah A. Beard (Bji) has been appointed a member of the 
Book Appraisal Committee, School Libraries Section of the A.L.A. 


=Oe0-0- 
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Books I Like 


St.-Exupery 


gts, 
Louis M. Nourse (Ad) 


Night flight 


Brooks imerson 

Jeffers Thurso's Landing 

Hulbert Forty-niners 

Cather Death comes for the Archbishop 
Clifton Book of Talbot 

Hilton I11 wind 


Little books I have liked 


Hele R. Burdett (Ma) 


Ashton Will Shakespeare 
Barrie Margaret Ogilvie 
Dickinson Modern symposium 
Hemon Marie Chapdelaine 
Hilton Good-bye, Mr. Chips 
Hopkins The Clammer 
Housman Shropshire lad 
Kakuzo Book of tea 


-0-O0-0- 


Trustee Mrs. William P. Earle, Jr., has been appointed by 
Mayor La Guardia a member of a new Charter Revision Commission 
of nine. 


Over the Desk at Greenpoint 


A borrower asked to have a lettering-book renewed a second 
time. The assistant at the desk refused the renewal, but offered 
to find him other books on the same subject. Upon being handed 
three books from the office, he replied in a much-surprised tone: 
"why, these are better than the one I had. I'1l take the three. 
THAT'S WHAT I CALL SERVICE," 


-0-0-0- 
CHANGES IN THE STAFF 


Katherine C. Gallivan, Department of Library Extension, re- 
Signed on January 19th, to acdept a position with the Providence 
(R. Ie) Public Library. 


Effective February 1, 1955, Alice-M, Tuthill is being promoted 
to the position of Branch Librarian of the Brownsville Branch. The 
vacancy she leaves at Kings Highway is being filled by the transfer 
of Edith Schwegler from Red Hook. Helen M,. Mills is being promoted 
from Sheepshead Bay to the second grade vacancy at the Department of 
Library Extension, while Eleanor V. Davidson from the New York State 
Teacher's College, is being appointed to the first grade vacancy at 
Sheepshead Bay. 


-0-O0-0- 
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At Brownsville Children's Branch, during the past year, what 
with less cataloguing, binding, and discarding in consequence of 
few accessions, the staff concentrated its efforts upon exhibits 
and decoration, club-work, story-hours, and marionette-shows, thus 
substituting entertainment via eyes and ears for books which did 
not exist. In producing marionette-shows, it was decided to change 
from the larger permanent stage to a smaller portable one, and from 
puppets on strings to hand=puppets. Mrs. De Gogorza reports as 
follows: "The janitor, always a successful carpenter, outdid himself 
by making both the stage (including its electrical fittings) and a 
box to transport the properties. Just when we were prepared to 
give a performance, one of the cast was transferred to another Branch, 
When we recover from vacancies, transfers, and a sick-leave, we hope 
to produce a play which, with the aid of the portable stage, will 
permit us to repeat it at some other Branch, should anyone care to 
have us do so, Late last year we had requests to bring the puppets 
to two of the Branches, when ready." 


Other interesting bits from the Bj annual report are: A branch-~ 
librarian and a children's librarian from Hackensack, N. J., visited 
the Intermediate, one of them for background in leading a discussion 
on library-work with intermcdiates at a County Library Association. 
The editor of Reading and the School Library, a new periodical pub- 
lished in Chicago, has asked for an article on work with adolescents, 
Whenever there is time to send one. Eveleth, Minn,, Dearborn, Mich., 
and Buffalo, N. Y., have written to find out about club-work,. Two 
librarians Prom the New York Public Library visited the Intermediate, 
one of them (the Superintendent of Work with Schools) attending a 

club-meeting . Miss Beard Gave a talk at a Presbyterian Women's Club, 
on "Young People and Books." 


miata. 


Miss Wood, at Fort Hamilton, voices the prevailing sentiment 
that “the bad habit of reporting losses in circulation will probably 
grow on us as long as the book-collection continues to decrease in 
size and desirability.” The 1954 loss at Fort Hamilton was 17,007 
volumes; in 1955 it was 51,529, However, says Miss Wood, "the. issu- 
ing of 155, 923 volumes for the year 1954 was nearer the normal for 
a staff of four assistants and a book-collection of 15,000 volumes, 
than the frenzied circulating of 204,459 books two years ago," 


Fort Hamilton sounds a dissentient note as to the one-o'clock 
closing on Saturdays. "Our library-public are good growlers, but 
poor kickers. Saturdays were formerly rivals of Mondays in activity; 
and so we should have known, evem without the growls, that the carly 
closing was a deprivation for the readers. We have always had a- 
friendly public; but some of them began to doubt us, and in spite 
of the clearly-worded formal notice of the reasons for the shorten- 
ing of library hours, considered the Saturday closing all in the 
staff's favor---a sort of belated N.R.A. arrangement. Several per- 
sons spoke of writing in protest to the Chief Librarian, until the 
fact was borne in upon them that the closing was a last resort of 
the Library." 


-0-0-0- 
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AMONG OURSELVES 


A Medium of Communication for the Staff of the Brooklyn Public Library 


Nos 14 February 1935 


Edited by the Publicity Committee of the B. P. L. Staff Association 
in co-operation with the Branch Staff Representatives 


Louis N, Feipel, Chairman (Ad) Adelaide A. Kennedy (F) 

Ada J. Cobb (M) Jean L. Ross (Bo) 

Winifred B. Jackson (S) Elizabeth Schneidewind (Kg) 
-0-O0-0- 


BRANCH ACTIVITIES DURING 1934 
(Continued) 


Here are some human-interest items culled from Flatbush's 
annual report. 


A man emgaged in remodelling a restaurant planned to have part 
of it carry out the idea of. a cave. His wife came to the library 
tO get some pictures to help him in his project. In the National 


Geographic Magazine Miss Lennon was able to find several good views 


of Carlsbad Cavern. 


One borrower is frequently in the library getting books on 
lettering and other art-material for her husband. It seems the 
couple came at a week's notice from California to New York, where 
the husband had been offered an attractive position in the commer- 
cial-art field. Since Art had up to this time been merely a hobby 
of his, and he had had little schooling in the subject, he was 
anxious to make up for this lack of instruction by studying library- 
books. Now he is doing very well and seems likely to be very suc- 


‘cessful in his new field. 


On one occasion Flatbush had a request, from a woman borrower 
who makes walkhangings, for a Chinese picture which could be copied 
or adapted for a hanging for a Chinese room. She was given two 
pictures and also the illustrator-collection copy of “Chinese Fairy 
Tales. She stated that she had been all over New York, to all of 
the department-stores, and had beon unable to find anything there. 


Another borrower wanted a picture of the New York waterfront 
of 1900, in order to make a wall-hanging for a Now Year's party. 
The @esired picture was found in “Valentine's Manual." 


An interesting event of the past year at Flatbush was the form- 
ation of a-youth-guidance group under the Board of Superintendents, 
Department of Mducation, to develop the program of character-build- 
ing and community-organization started in Public School 181, with 
Dr. Nathan Peyser, Principal (he being also a member of the Governor's 
commission on correctional education), as leader of the Flatbush 
group. Miss Donaghy reports: "The Branch Librarian attended their 
first meeting and heard the leaders of the different groups speak 
and pledge their support to the movement; and as thcy were outstand- 
ing members of the community and scemed very much in carnest, it 
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inspired one with hope for the future and courage for the present. 
One is glad to know that there is such an organization one can call 
upon in time of need." 


strapon 


Among the high-lights of branch refcrence-work at Bedford, which 
is quitc heavy during the winter months, ifiss Roghe mentions the 
procuring of a Statc pension for an old lady, and the helping of a 
clcorgyman to obtain his Ph.D. degree -by getting pamphlots for him 
from Sweden and Denmark for his dissertation (on Grundtvig, the 
Danish pioncer of folk-schools). 


At Bodford, too, besides providing accomodations for classes 
in English for forcignors, conductod by an instructor under 0.\W.S. 
auspices, aid was furnishcd the Joint Committee on Education in an 
extonsive survey of cducational opportunitics for adults in Brooklyn. 
A dctailcd subject-list of conditions in the Bedford ncighborhood 
was submittcd to the Committec. Alphabctizcd subjcct-lists of froc 
courscs offcred by the New York State Department of Education at 
various schools and centers in New York and Brooklyn were posted 
prominontly, and have becon consulted constantly. In one caso, a 
sca-captain, while waiting for an assignment to a vessel, found a 
free course in photography so helpful that he is now hopeful of 
financial gain from the course. 


A new marionctte-play is in preparation by thc Bedford staff. 
This undertaking is designed to intorest the children in the boettor 
type of book, and to foster the reading-habit. 


At Bedford, new anthologies of poctry are indexed and the cn- 
trics added to Granger. A subject-index to plays, for quick refer- 
ence, is being compiled by two members of the staff. Anothcr assis- 
tant is working on an occupational index of borrowers, as listed 
in the application-file. They are now in the "P's," and, numerical- 
ly speaking, the palm so far goies to the"Unemployed," students and 
teachers, housewives, stenographers, and clerks, although authors, 
lawyors, and physicians are not lacking. 


-0-O-0- 


iiss Lynch, at Leonard, deplores the lack of recreational facil- 
ities for boys and young men of the Leonard section, Miss Lynch 
writes: “Boys' Welcome Hall, at 185 Chauncey Street, was organized 
years ago for just such a purpose, It has a gymnasium, a game-roon, 
and a man for director. The only community-house in our neighbor- 
hood---and not in our immedicte vicinity---is run (to use the boys! 
expression) 'by a lot of old maids who won't let a fellow make any 
noise, '---a description they probably apply also to the library- 
staff. As nice distinctions care beyond the young, we cannot be too 
surprised that they think the library as good a place as any to meet 
the 'gang' and have a rousing good-time. 


"In this connection, the total lack of co-operation among civic 
institutions in New York City is appalling, The churches and schools 
refused the use of their social halls and gymnasiums to the Crime 
Prevention Burcau because of janitorial expenses. Neighborhood 
social and athlctic groups havo used the Leonard auditorium, and in 
most instancos havo abused the privilcoge, because of lack of organ- 
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ization or an experienced leader. A trained welfare-worker, of the 
type to appeal to boys of this neighborhood, would do much toward ime 
proving the situation and toward removing the non-readers from the 
the library." 


On the head of reference-work with high-school students, Miss 
Lynch has this to say: “At Leonard we do not delude ourselves with 
tne erroneous belief that this work is ei neat he th To question 
the amount of library- -time or effort applied to a young man's search 
tor Information is certainly in opvosition to’ the highest ideals of 
library servicc}----- Our attitude toward young people and their 
peSblems will largely determine their attitude toward the Library 
in the future. Discussions as to the relative responsibility of 
high-school library and public library in this matter of student- 
reference are irrelevant. We cannot make conditions---we have to 


moet thom" 


-0-O0-0- 
JUNIOR MEMBERS DISTRICT MEETING 


A group of the younger Now York City librarians, representing 
the Junior Membcrs Scction of the New York ] Library Association, held 
ao meoting at the Co-operative Cafetcria, 49 Kast 25th Strect, 
Manhattan, Thursday cvening, February 7th. Judging from the hum of 
conversation hoard during the dinner hour, members of the group did 
not lose any time getting acquaintcd. 


After dinner, Kingsley B. Lecds, New York University Library, 
Gheairman of the City District, presided ovor the business and dis- 
cussion. Louis M, Nourse, Brooklyn Public Library, Chairman of 
the A. Le Aj Junior Members Round Table, gave a brief talk on the 
history and purpose of the organizations; also its present program 
GF OG0i1vVitios and future plans. Charles Gosnell, N.Y.P.L. Refcrence 
Department, introduced the Code for Librarians prepared by the 
Executive Committee of the state J. M. Section last year and publish- 
ed in the Library Journal (June 1, 1934). There was considerable 
discussion of some provisions of the codec. 


The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.em., with the announcement 
that another mecting was planned for April. 


-0-O-0- 
COVER-}DESIGN CONTEST 


Don't forget our Covor=-Dcsign Contcst, Entrics close May lst. 
Designs must be in linc, suitable for reproduction on the mimcograph. 
Mass effects are unusable for this purpose. The design must be 
worked out in a rectangular space measuring 7 x 9- 5/8 inches, Prize- 
award, $5. 


-0-O-0- 


On Tucsday afternoon, January 29th, students from the Syracuse 
University Library School paid a visit to Brownsville Children's 
Branch. The students were cscorted by Mrs. Wharton Miller. As 
always, the visitors wore much impressed with the beauty and dis- 
tinction of this library. 
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THE MOST RECENT ADDITION TO THE B, P. L. FAMILY 
By Florence A. Platner 


On Monday, February 4, at four o'clock, Mapleton Branch was 
opened formally to the public by Dr. Ferguson and other library and 
"@¢ity officials, and given over to the charge of Elsic M, Reed, 
branch librarian. Through the efforts of our friend, Mr. Martin, a 
chilly, gloomy market was transformed into a bright, chcecry library. 
One of its brightest spots is the children's room, occupying one 
side of the library, now in charge of Mrs. Hillcr, our new children's 
librarian. In the rear are five sunny rooms, plus two baths (at 
present without showers). We havc hopes, however, of rcaching 
Midwood's class, 


Dr. Forguson opened the ceremonics, commenting on the appcar- 
ance of the library, and expressing the hope that some day a library 
building would be crected in the noighborhood to serve tho public 
properly. Although the Borough President was absent, the city was 
represonted by his sccretary, Lawson H,. Brown, who spoke very highly 
of the work of the libraries-of the city. An unusual feature of the 
afternoon was the reading of a prize essay on "What the Now Library 
Means to Mo," by its author, Morris Rosenberg, cleven years old. 
Morris also has the distinction of possessing Mapleton's firey 
juvenile card, "Mp O1," and had his photograph in the daily paper, 
posed with the Chief Librarian. 


Refreshments were served in the new staff-room and kitchen to 
the visitors of the ncighborhood as well as to city and library 
Officials. Visiting branch librarians acted as hostesses, assisted 
by othcr mombcrs of the B.P.L. staff, since the Mapleton staff was 
already trying to handle the long lines anxiously waiting to registor, 
Two hundred and seventy-three persons registcred the first day,and two 
hundred and seventy-two books were circulated. 


The lines continue to form as Mapleton closes its sccond weck 
of business, and we prophesy busy days ahead with both juvenile and 
adult public, mainly Italian ; and Jewish, Thus far cards have been 
issucd to 405 juvenile borrowors and 524 adults. 


The Mapleton staff are very happy in their new quartcrs and 
Will be glad to receive visitors. Come and sec us. 


-0-O0-0- 


After several years at Leonard, Miss Harvoy was transferred to 
Eastern Parkway in Januarye On the Tucsday before her departure 
Miss Harvey had a turkey lunch and supper for tho staff, with a 

"request program" which included cveryone's favorite dish. There 

wore also some delicious candics for the C.W.A. workers. The follow- 
ing day the staff entertained Miss Harvey at an afternoon party, at 
which they presented her with an cvening-bag, as an appropriate 
accessory for the grand tour she plans to take this spring. 


All Hail to Montaguct 


Little girl (at Tompkins Park Branch): “Tcacher, my father 
wants to know if the Mountain View Branch will be open tomorrow?" 
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The following is a copy of a poem which has been buried in the 
Leonard files for 20 years, and except for the "“blue-serge-covcred 
kneo" is as appropriate today as then, The poem was composed by 
Nina Lowenstcin, 


Remember, O remember, the branch where you did toil 
To circulato the books of Scott 
As woll as Conan Doylo, 
And to scttle weighty matter with the wisdom of the sscrs,-- 
Did Honry write the "Iliad"? 
Did Benny swipe the shears? 


Remember, O remember, that children's room at morn, 

And how with fearful anguish 
Your gentle heart was torn. 

Books piled on the tables, that should be on the shelf, 
Red J's where the black should be, 

Till you "seo red" yourself, 


Remember, O remember, that room at half-past three, 
The little angels flocking round 
Your bluc-serge-covored knee. 
How children coming home from school 
Rushed in the open door, 
And shricked, and screamed, and threw the books 
Upon our rubber floor, 


Remember, O remembcr, that workroom dear to all, 
Which was transformed at five o'clock 
Into a banquet-hall,. 
The sink beneath the window, 
Where for many many moons, 
You daily washed your finger-tips, and knives, and forks, 
and spoons, 
Chorus 


Remembor, O rcemembcr, wherever you may go, 
That lowly redebrick building, 
At Leonard and Devoc. 


-0=-0-0- 


"And things arc not what they scem" 


The gentleman had followed the plcasant-looking staff-member 
into the office and asked for a classic which he rathcr obviously 
thought not quite fit for him to read, It was not in that branch's 
collection and the librarian cxplained amiably that if ho wished 
to pay the two-cent fec it could probably be borrowed for him from 
another branch. He could put in his request at the main circulating- 
desk. The gentleman glanced nervously over his shoulder in the 
direction indicated, thon suggested diffidently: "Well---couldn't 
you. take it please. They all look so respectable out there." 


-0-0-0- 


Five boys, about the age of ten, were so mischievous that it 
was necessary to ask them to leave the children's room. Upon rcach- 
ing the strect one boy came back into the vestibule and screnadcd 
the librarian with, "Stay as sweot as you arc}' 
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Sheepshead Bay regrets the transfer of Helen Mills to Library 
Mxtension, and the shutting-off of one-fourth the library floor- 
space. These two major calamitics in one month require explanations. 


Miss Mills's promotion adds much to her glory and responsibility, 
but to the staff at Sheepshond it means a break in associations that 
both staff and borrowors will find hard to get used to, Miss 
Eleanor Davidson has come to take Miss Mills's place, 


Reduction of the budget made it necessary to curtail tho rental, 
and one store, cqual to one-fourth the entire floor-spacec, has been 
shut off. It has resulted in a crowding of books and borrowers, but 
also in improved supervision, and,it is hoped, less mutilation of 
books. 


Sheopshead further reports a combination Christmas party and 
surprise birthday-party for Ruth Lamson on Decombor 2lst, with a 
real tree, presonts, a lovely birthday-cako with candles, and, best 
of all, a tea-party. 


-0-O0-0- 


Miss Ruth Everett, of DeKalb, resigned January Slst to accept 
ao position at Girls! Commorcial High School, 


Miss Bonnioc Elliott was appointed on the DeKalb staff on 
Pooruery ist. Miss Elliott was formerly in the Glen Ridge Library. 


-0-Q-0- 


Effective Fobruary 1, 1955, Caroline Caswell was transferred 
to Red Hook to become Branch Librarian, The vacancy she lcft at 
Eastern Parkway was filled by the promotion of Marjoric S,. Ladd 
from Midwood, while the vacancy Mrs, Ladd's promotion created is 
being filled by the promotion of Martha Oderman from the First 
Grade to the Second Grade, Miss Thelma Burdg was appointed to 
fill the first grado vacancy at Midwood, and Miss Esthcr Levy was 
appointed as Library Assistant, Grade 1, at the Saratoga Branch. 


-0-0-0- 


Mr, and Mrs, J. M. Kohimoicr announco the birth of a son on 
February 6th at the Brooklyn Hospital. Mrs. Kohlmcicr was formerly 
Naomi Floagic, of DcKalb. 


Mr, ond Mrs, Harry Koch announco the birth of a son on 
Fobruary 4th at Roading, Penn. Mrs. Koch is a membor of tho Macon 
staif, 


-0-O0-0- 


Some of the children at Kings County Hospital and the House of 
St Giles are stamp-collcctors, If anyone on the staff is willing 
to donate some stamps, they will be very much appreciated, both 
by the children and by the librerians. ‘Send any stamps to D. M. 
Leigh at Library Extension. 
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Miss Wood, at Fort Hamilton, speaking of Central Registration, 
has this to say: ‘Life at the registration-desk is pleasant since 
the Chief Librarian suggested that we use our discretion in issuing 
a book to registrants who expressed a special desire or need. We 
did so, and with such amicable results that we decided to take the 
initiative and ask the borrower whether he wished to take out a book 
immediately. Almost invariably the answer has been an eager Yes. 

We now have fewer uncalled-for new cards to file away. The children 
wait their week without books. It will be rerienbered that, when 
Central Registration was first introduced at a Branch Librarians! 
meeting, the permitting of one book to a new adult borrower was sug- 
gested as part of the method of procedure, but was vehemently voted 
down through fear of added clerical work. Now that Central Registra- 
tion has become sccond=nature to us, we wonder at our former fears." 


-0-0-0- 


At Greenpoint, tho English classes for Polish-American women 
were held throughout 1954, as in former years. The Greenpoint aud- 
itorium was also used for rchcarsals by the Dramatic Department of 
the Department of Public Welfare. 


-0-O-0- 
Borrowocr: I want somcthing about Noah's Ark, 
Librarian: I'll get you the Bible, 
Borrower: Oh, no; I want.a better account than that! 
-0-O0-0- 


During the cross word puzzle craz one of Brownsville's assis- 
= it : ee : 5 
tants was asked for the “unbiased version of the dictionary. 


-0-O0-0- 


Trials of a Library Cook 


Potatoes and hameand-asparagus rolls were baking serenely in honor 
of Brownsville's new branch librarian. Suddenly a sound like the 
erack of doom startled the cook. The oven-door had fallen off Aid 
was mustered from the staff to take turns holding the oven-door on 
until one of the CWS workers appeared with a screw-driver and a cool 
head to repair the damage. Burned fingers and a heartfeit sigh of 
roliof (from the cook) were his well-carned reward, 


-0-0-0- 


A postcard sent out from a branch to Pan Adler was inadvertent- 
ly or abscntmindedly addressed to Pan Handlcr,. It was returned "un- 
known at address"! 


-0-O0-0 


A requcst for 2a recipe for "hen soap" mystificd the librarian 
at the rcferonce dosk until she realizcd it was meant to be “hand” 
SOQDe 

-0-O0-0 
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At Bushwick, the only Class to show 4 gain in circulation during 
1954 was Useful Arts, This is interesting, as many of the adult 
borrowers at that Branch arc workers in the manual and mechanic trades 


movoral of the adult classes in the evening school at P,.5, 147 
visitcd Bushwick, in company with the Principal. During July and 
August, classes in English, Amoricanization, and psychology, under 
the New York State Educaticn Department, were held at the Branch, the 
teachers themselves bcing among the unomploycd. 


During the past yoar, more forcign nationalities than ever have 
rcesortcd to Bushwick, There arc several familics of Ukrainian 
Mohammedanss also a West African of tho Jewish faith, who is a cantor 
in a Jowish temple and claims that he spcaks 52 dialccts; and a now 
visitor, one Hassin-Ab-El-Hamicl ("Mr. Turner, El-," to you), who is 
@mcoca consul and declaros he is here in the diplomatic service, in 
the intorests of the Moorish pcoplce. The groups of Gypsics, who 
come to Bushwick during the winter, provide some men visitors who 
Pome tO tho library from time to timc, but, curiously cnough, only 
to read of their own history and pcople. The gypsy-women do not 
Some to the library at all,. and the children only rarely. The other 
hnationalitics in the Bushwick section are Hebrews, Italians, 
Lithuanians, Hungarians, Germans, and Negrocs. All of them live in 
close proximity and scemingly on fricndly terms. 


The posters for the children's room cxhibit during Book Week at 
Bushwick wore drawn by one of tho Bushwick boys, agcd twelve, who is 
an art-student at Pratt and who used the library's books as his in- 
spiration for tho drawings. Bushwick is proud of its "artists," as 
Biso. of its “pocts." 


-0-O-0- 


Ho was going through the rules fairly accurately, and the still 
younger brother was being most impressed and interested in the cer- 
emony - at least tho cyces, which were all that showed above the 
edge of the desk, looked particularly largo and alert. The inquiry 
had reached the question of what you would do on discovoring the 
loss of your card cr your book. Suddenly the small head alongside 
bobbed bricfly into view and a high little voice piped, "Hunt fer 
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Vitamins Via the Library 


Littic Warren's first grecting to the Librarian on his arrival 
at the picture-bool: hour was, “I drank up all my milk to come hore 
a 
todaye 


It seoms Warren's mother has tried many deviccs to bribe or 
coax him through cach meal. The picture-book day has helped her 
through one day's meals, Warren cnjoys the time spent at the library 
so well that cven the consuming of three glasses of milk for that 


-day could not keep him home, 


-0-O-0- 


a aA 


iy ig 
(van) 
a hi 


{Wuyal: bat 4 
alway 


PEN 
Soke 
ey 


ont 1 


hs eR 


ese 
B 375468! 


“AMONG 
| OuRSEWES 


AWA 
GAS Sar. 


i Poa 
goo 


OB) 
OW) &% 


za 
~ 


AO Oa COO OR ees CRS 
A Medium of Communication for the Staff of the Brooklyn Public Library 
No. 15 March 19355 


Borpea by the Publicity Committee of the B, P.. Le Staff Association 
in co-operation with the Branch Staff Representatives 


Louis N,. Feipel, Chairman (Ad) Adelaide A. Kennedy (F) 

Ada J. Cobb (M) Jean L. Ross (Bo) 

Winifred B. Jackson (S) Elizabeth Schneidewind (Kg) 
-0O-0-0- 


AT ATLANTIC CITY 
By Ruth Ferguson 


It was inevitable that, after being "among those present" at so 
many library conventions, I would some day attend, not as an outsider 
looking in, but as an integral part -- though a very small amunim- 
portant one -- of the large number of individuals who make up our 
professional library group. So, when I discovered that I was to at- 
tend the annual Joint Meeting of the Pennsylvania Library Club and 
the New Jersey Library Association at Atlantic City on March 14-16th, 
1 felt quite elatéd. In addition to the fact that it is still. some- 
what of a novelty to class myself with this professional group, my 
roving urge was likewise gratificd -- for I was to see a place that 
I had never seen before, a place famous, as many huge bill-boards 
proclaimed, for being the Playground of the World. When I also read 
bhat the Steel Pier could offer me cighteen hours of continuous 
éntertainment, my only worry was in trying mentally to salvage the 
necessary numbcr of hours. Previous to this, I had not seen the 
very full program of the meeting, otherwise I would have known that 
the Yoys of the) Steel Pier were to ronain: mystories at. least for this 
trip 6 


Officially, the convention opened on Thursday evening with a 
mecting of the New Jersey County Libraries Association, and, as you 
have no doubt anticipated me, it was a meeting devotcd to the county 
library @as\it exists specifically in the counties of New Jersey. 


As I was not permitted. to go to the meeting of the American 
Library Institute on Friday afternoon (it was a closed meeting), I 
devoted an hour or so to rescarch., Not not in the cloistered nook 
of a quict library, but along the board-walk, While I am rather 
doubtful that my theoretical library knowledge reccived much stimulus 
from this excursion, I do belicve that it added to my undcrstanding 
of the human element thet plays such an important part in the cvery- 
day life of a branch library assistant. For the whole world, ecven 
in March, appears to rub clbows, or at least to scrape rolling chairs, 
in that interesting parade, And so, returning about throe o'clock, 
with a salty tang on my lips and an added zest to my feelings, I pro- 
ceeded to the Viking Room, where the New Jerscy Library Association 
was having a meoting. It turned out, unfortunatocly for moc, to be 
a business mocting, in which the minutes of 1934 wore read for corrcecc- 
tionand approval. I did not fecl qualificd to judge of these, and 
after an hour I retired to do more. cxploring. 
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That evening, Priday, there was a debate scheduled which prom- 
ised to be intorcsting to anyone who enjoys hearing the pros and 
cons on a subjcect about which he (or, in this case, she) admits the 
greatost of ignorance. The subjact was "Federal Aid for Librarics," 
a a@iscussion of the’ A,L.A.s Program, with Clarence B. Lester, Scerctary 
of the State Free Library Commission of Wisconsin, spcaking for the 
affirmative, and C. Scymour Thompson, tho librarian of the University 
of Pennsylvania, telling the opposing story. “Despite the fact that 
ine Loyal supportcr of ench side of the qucstion refused to concede 
a Single inch to his opponent, your candid reporter has, to confeoss 
that she was unable to see the problem as being’ wholly white, or 
entiroly black." The substance of the arguments resolved itself 
into a question of library indopendence without sufficicnt funds, or 
additional money with government control. The New Jerscy Library 
delogatcs voted the A.L.A. proposition down, Dr. Frenk Kingdon, 
Prosidcnt of Dann. Collogc, \followed the debato with a plea fom igovern- 
mont aid, and was vigorously applauded by the assombly, although 
the scntiment previously had not indicated that this would happen. 


On Saturday morning I again cntored the Viking Room, and this 
paMmC Ls was. with tho usual Pooling of awe that the \subjcet of .finance 
Socns tG inspiro in mes for wo were to hoar Py Cyril Jdamos of the 
Wharton School of Finance. But when I saw that he had entitled his 
talk "Cows, Gold, and Dollars," I felt better. As a mattor of fact, 
Dr. James gave a clear and intcresting tracing of the development 
of the monctary system throughout history; and I actually folt at 
the finish that I had learned somcthing about that mystcrious thing 
Ganicd ourroncys, The “cows, as.it turned out, were) givon first’ place 
bmcune. title. bocause they were tho first medium of) cxchange usod by 
our remotc ancestors. 


The -other spoaker, Angus. Flotchor, the Director of tho British 
Library of Information in New York City, spoke with his usual case 
on "Special Libraries for the Public Service." He visualized just 
the kind of scrvice that the huge public library may, in the not too 
Gidavant tuture, offor to.its. patrons.) Instond:. of being shunted Trom 
ono porson to another in his quest of a particular subject, the 
liprary patron of a few years heneo may be directod into a special 
wing of the building, whcre a librarian combining the qualifications 
of a learned specialist with the artificial, but essential book aids 
at bis fingertips, will make the patron's research a joyful offair, 
instead of the. annoying exporicnce it too oftcn may be at the prosent 
time. Mr. Fletcher was cloguent cnough to convince a number of 
people: l talked..to of the plausibility..of his drcam of specialization 
Doro chio Lepeo puplie \Library. 


The aftornoon :session, dovotod to the school library question, 
Tvskipped; and so I shall. pass on to the last mooting, on Saturday 
evening, which was opened by Robert R. Lano, an cditorial writer 
on the Newark Evening News and a former Washington correspondcnt. 
Mr. Lanc gavo us the reoportorial slant on the policics and personal- 
itics. of Coolidge, Hoovor, and Roosovelt; and personalitics about 
famous poople are a soute of great intcrest to most of us, especial-= 
ly when presentcd by as competent a commentator as Mr. Lane proved 
bo bGs 


The cvening was brought to a pleasant close by Theodore Koch, 
Librarian of Northwecsteorn University, who enthusiastically told 
of some literery forgcrics of the ninctconth cemtury, with cspocial 
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refcronece to the now famous Reading cdition of Elizabeth Barrctt 
Browning's "Sonnets from tho Portuguese.” 


And so we find the Atlantic City Conference a thing of momory, 
mac one which Ll shall long: think, of in the most favorable: of torms, 


woe OG. ovcel PlLor was)olosed for) the wintor,, cxcept for:a few 
lively monkeys and 2 very bored sca clephsant. 


~0-0-0- 
STAFF ASSOCATION TRA 


On Sunday, March the third, quite a number of us attended the 
Peookliyn Public Library Staff Association ten, For those of ‘you 
Maio did not attend ict. us toll you what a very pleasant time evory- 
Gne scemod to be having. Tho jten wes held at the Hotel Bossert. . We 
ecraved ¢ bit after four o'clock, met, a),lot of: old friends and. had 
a) chance to ‘chats. 


About five o'clock we hand the privilege of hearing Mr. Ralph 
Pearson, (tho artist, Mr. Penrson spoke of the, importanco of :ercative 
ere UnGeLito of the individual,..'Ho approves of modorn.art:.as 
giving you . greater scope and more opportunity for originality and 
inspiration, - 


Mr. Edward Corsi, formor U. S. Commissioncr of Immigration, was 
our sccond speaker. Mr. Corsi talked to us about Bis new book “In 
the Shadow of Liberty.” The original purpese of the book was to give 
anvaccount of the activitics. centored around Ellis Island but as 
Mr. Corsi said, "The book grow into a sort of auto-biography." 


Leonor ik Fou preferred, colfoe, waa scrveds.).We Lingored: ovor 
our sandwiches, cakos and. tena. ‘Some of us had a chance to moot Mr, 
Pearson ond-Mr, and Mrs, Corsi. .The gucsts at the tea included: 
Dr, and Mrs. Ferguson, tir, and Mrs. Sullivan, Miss’) Conway ond 
Miss Cobb of New York, and Mr. and Mrs. Rogers of Queons,. 


-0-0-0- 


The Social Committec wishes to thank the mombers of the Staff 
Association for their enthusiastic acceptance for the tea on March 
the third. 


The Chairman of the Social Committee received a very pleasant 
note from Miss Hitchler. In responding to the invitation for the 
Statf tea, Miss Hitchler sent a note regretting that &he would not 
be able to attend the tca as she was just recovering from the "flu". 
she isaid it scemed' a), long time sinco she lest. saw: us.alle 


-0-0-0- 


The mossenger who came into Irving to gct some books for a nico 
old lady had cvidontly reinforced her momory of what was desired by 
writing a List. Iti reads 


Kindred of the dust 
Poter be kind 
Ete. 
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MORE GLEANINGS FROM ANNUAL REPORTS 


Bay Ridge, perturbed by the fact that its attractive children's 
‘room wth its well-rounded collection was being less used during 
1954, talked the matter over with parents, teachers, and club-workers. 
It seems that many of the Bay Ridge families live across three. bad 
traffic-arteries---Third, Fourth, and Fifth Avenues. These avenues 
have become extremely dangerous; and the parents declare that, much 
Se chey regret it, they cannot pérmit their children to come freely 
to the library, and that there are now so many ways of keeping 
children busy, in schools and in churches, dramatic clubs, scout- 
troups, and so one 


nO a= Om 


Negro readers are increasing at Macon. Their registration is 
about eighteen percent of the whole. In addition there are many 
readers who are not registered. If Macon only had study-rooms or an 
auditorium, it feels that there would be splendid room for construct- 
ive library-work in that Negro community. 


Macon has also given a good deal of time and thought to the re- 
guests of vacation-school teachers and pupils during the summer. 
Miss Burdett believes that this is a growing field, where the Library 
San We Of use. This year, Macon is going’ to try to fet in touch with 
all the local church and public vacation-schools and their play- 
Brounds before, or as soon as, the sessions begin, so as to be of as 
preat service as possible. Miss Burdett found, last summer, that 
books had been lent for vacation to camp-leaders that would have 
been helpful to vacation-school directors and children, right here 
in the city. "Surely," says Miss Burdett, "the Library should exert 
itself during the summer months to help keep children happily occupied 
and off the hot city streets.” 


~Oo-O-0-~ 


‘The Kings Highway section is still growing steadily in popula- 
tion. Although the district has a sprinkling of Italians and Germans, 
the dewish people still predominate in point of number. The district 
is also being constantly improved with a fine type of residences. 

Two new schools (P.S, 234, at East 17th Street and Avenue S, and the 
Lafayette High School, somewhere in South Flatbush) have been author- 
ized, At Kings Highway the branch has become so congested, evenings, 
that adults have to occupy the children's side and sit at the juven- 
ile tables. There is no room cven to acconmodate additions to the 
public card-catalogue,. 


The local James Madison and Abraham Lincoln High Schools are on 
a two-session schedule, neccssitating the use of Kings Highway Branch 
for reference purposes by those students who are in the afternoon 
sessions. This means that reference-work and other activities at 
this Branch are in full swing shortly after 9 A.M., and continuc so 
until closing-time. 


For 19354, Kings Highway Branch ranks fourth in point of circu- 
TACLON « 


-0-O-0- 
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At Crown Heights a decided change in the character of the public 
has been noticed during the past year. More Hebrews use the Library; 
and the public gencrally is not of so prosperous a class as formerly. 


SGutia da 2 


With respect to the detecting, removing, and safeguarding of 
old, rare, and otherwise valuable books, chiefly at Montague, a 
system of dead storage has been devised, whereby books of this sort 
are segregated from the Library's live collection, placed in storage, 
and so designated in the Union Catalogue and Shelflist by means of 
the symbol "RR." When the Central Building becomes a rcality, these 
volumes will be resurrected, reclassified, and made available to the 
public again. 


ihe Hatha 


Coney Island, long the shabbicst of all our rented library- 
quarters, has had its children's room improved by a painted canvas, 
the handiwork of Miss Littell. This canvas, ecightcen fect long and 
two fect high, covers an unsightly space formerly used for pictures. 
The figures were copied from "Zuni Indian Tales, by Ailecn Nusbaum. 
Ever since the canvas was first hung, the interest in Indian art, 
literature, and tho like, has been especially noticeable, A passer- 
by, attracted by this canvas, offered to lend the Branch as much of 
his valuable Indian collection as the Branch could display. He 
brought squaw-costumes, moccasins, head-dresses, belts, gloves, 
leggings, bags, and other articles---all beautiful examples of bead- 
work done by the Sioux, Crow, Cheyenne, Arapahoe, and Comanche 
Indians, 


The next project at Coney Island was to make a set of boxes 
for window-displays, patterned after the Hild Regional Library dcsign 
shewn in the A.L.A.~ Bulletin for Octobcr. The boxes are of different 
sizes and can be changed about, in order to provide a variety of 
effects. This feature of bringing books to the attention of passers- 
by has reccived many favorable comments. Another weckly attraction 
has been the illuminated habitats lent by the American Museum of 
Natural History. 


-0-O0-0- 


Miss Hart, at Pacific, notes the fact that the increased charge 
for D.P.C. books has reduced the number of books circulated by near- 
ly twenty-three percent, but has increased the total receipts by 
about seventy-six percent, thus making it possible to order new 
titles liberally «nd to transfor books more promptly to the free 
shelvos. 


-0-0-0- 


Miss Olcott, at Prospect, has established the fact that prac- 
tically half of her circulation decreasc for 1954 can be laid at the 
door of Saturday-afternoon closing. The Saturday circulation during 
the school-ycar months in 1935 was 34,912 volumes, while that for 
the corresponding poriod in 1954, with the library open for the 
most part only a half-day, was 20,076, This decrease of 14,836 
volumes is more than half the total decrease, which was. 28,677 for 
the yoar.e 
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Williamsburgh is finding greater satisfaction than ever in its 
Gaylord charging-mechines. Miss Brown reports: ‘Every now and then 
some improvements are made in them, so that the need to return them 
to the factory for repairs grows less and less. Once it was a week- 
2 iy occurrence: now several months elapse: before. the necessity arises, 
We find them a great aid in accuracy and in lessening the nerve- 
strain during long periods of charging books. 


-0-0-0- 
The following communication was reeccived at the------- Branch. 
To whom it may concerns 
Dear Sir:- 


Just received your card for the overdue Book 
"Tranol - Broad Highway" which I took out Oct. 28th & re- 
turned Nov. 9 then I took out the two No 3 & 4" De Miserales 
Pyenueo. )) Fo returned At Nov.o cause Tf) LT didnht how. could 
I take-out other books when. I don't return the oncs, I have 
without renewing I remember well I returned it & when to 
the shelf for it causo I had forgotten to hold it for me 
el didn't want to bother about it cause I know there, were 
two Books alike and if it wore not on ths shelf I would 
have gone out without it & if you look into the matter 
Beoin il 'm sure you will find the -crror, On my card, is 
three Oct. 28 then two Nov. 9th the day I returned it 
& three Nov. 12 I now have "Heir of Buch. by Teval & 
Lassez (I think thet was the one I returned with Broad 
Highway & when I took it out Nov. 12 Ihad forgotten I 
read it. I also have "Notre Dame by Hugo & the Woman in 
White by Collins. If I didn't return it how could I have 
them out more. I always return them myself & watch the 
BLonkuatamp gencm my (card weicorrest «Dim sure: you, will 
find your crror when I finish my books if I do'nt hear 
STROM hr iD Wlid try & expinin Ll returned it Nov, Sth. 
Hoping yo'ull look into the mattor & straighten this out 
and please lect me know as I'm to go away Monday & if 
have someone return my books by then. Trusting you will 
Pana GHne. erPpor s 


Yurs rospoctfully 


(Mrs.) Pasty Palumbo 


A prize was offered at the----------- branch to anyone on the 
2) staff who would look into the matter and stmighton it out. No 
one claimed the prize however. After some correspondence Mrs, 
Palumbo herself furnished the following solution to the mystcrys 


I BENS So pm orem pt aes ais :- 


Gee I'm so sorry but I hope you will pardon me 
but a fow weeks ago I gave Mothcr some old Books of mince 
& yostorday when wo wont to see her (in Tutterville, N. J.) 
she told me I had given her my liberty book by mistake 
& I sure am sorry. J knew it wasn't here for I looked 


. 


ay Aras 


everywhere & I think I owe you (68¢) sixty cight cents 
clin vory vory sorry & TL hope you willscxcuse my horred 
error & thank ‘you for’ all. your troubio, 


A guess Tomay avery Goroz May C7 ae Tt sq 
piLeaso civo ‘to little Helon, 


Thanking you once more. 
Yours rospectrully 


Patsy Palumbo 


-0-0-0- 
Mayor LaGuardia has appointed Robort EB. Blum of 106 Willow 
porec., brooklyn, to. the board of trustecs of ‘the ‘Brooklyn Public 
meorary tor nA borm ‘or five yooars,: to sucteod) Mr, Cashman, 


-0-O0-0- 


Conoy Island has an cxhibit of unusually attractive photographs 
Gepicting the Island and its surroundings. Tho scenes, range: from 
a Lovoly view of the beach at sumsct to the gaudy brilliancy of 
Luna Park at midnight. The photographs were ‘taken and mounted by 
one of the borrowers, 


-0o-O-0- 


Mase otroient of Conoy island ‘sails Junc 1 on: the Britannic 
Tor a two months? tour, spending most of the time in rural England 
and Scotland, with a peep at Holland, Belgium, and Franco before 
returning. 


Mother, addressing her young son: is this the librarian who waited 
on you? 


Boy, looking at tho young assistant bchind the desk: "It wasn't her, 
Ob yea n lady." : 


-0-0-0- 


Miss Gwyn claims the honor of being the first Brooklyn Public 
Library staff-momhcr to undorgo voluntccr fingerprinting under 
policoc-dcpartment auspiccs, 


-0-0-0- 


The emergency relicf-workers now omployed in various branches 
of the systom are no longor known as C.W.A. or ©0.W.S. workors, but 
as emergency-omployes, Thoy are provided by the Emergency Rolicf 
Bureau of the City of Now York, Works Division, which is carrying 
on the project originally instituted by the C.W.A. (Civil Works 
Administration). Tho number so employed is now 181, out of a total 
CuUGCY. OF 2D. 
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An oxhibition on "Thoatroe Arts" is being held -at the Williams- 
Buren Branch until April. 15th... Small stago-sots mado .by the staff 
aro Ono display. Photographs of Kathcrine Cornell, Walter Hampden, 
InnClaire, George M, Cohan, Helm Hayes, Lynne Fontanno, Leslic 
Howard, and others, arc to be iscen, The Williomsburgh public has 
become actively intcrested and has supplomented the exhibit with 
eemouol stage,. photographs of the Y.M.sHwA. and Y.~W.HyA. players of 
Williamsburgh, small cardboard stago-scts of their plays, and 
photographs of the Morningside Playcrs at Columbia Univorsity. 


-0-O0-0- 


A written request for Bullfinch's "Age of SHIVERY" was roccived 
at “ontaguc. 


-0-0-0- 


FI 


Note: "Will you plcase lect this boy have a book for mc, as 
sick on the tocth." 


am 


-0O-O0-0- 
Librarian: "Boy, where is your card?" 


Bov: "I don't know: the library toachcr took it away because it was 
7 3 e 
exposed. 


-0-O0-0- 


Bay Ridge Branch is having a very interesting exhibition of 
pictures of old Bay Ridge. Some of the pictures were loancd by Mrs. 
Blackmar, who was formerly Brench Librarian of Bay Ridge. 


-0-0-0- 


Grothe Daw Zwilgmeyer, cleven yoars old, has recently registocred 
at Bay Ridge Branch. Dikkon GZwilgmoyer, the author of "What Happened 
to Inger Johanne,’ was her great-aunt. 


-0-O0-0- 


Little boy of cight, who has just rcturned his application signed 
by parent--"Will I gct my ecard now, Missus?" Librarian explains ho 
will have to wait 2 wock, as we have to send to Headquartcrs for the 
card. Boy's oyes grow largor. "To Police Headquartors?" he asks. 


-0-0-0- 


A boy, about clcven, was wandering about aimlessly, looking 
vito bowildercd. “"Woll what do you want?" asked the librarian. 
'yormin," said the boy. "Vermin - do you mean something about vermin?" 
"No, I mean a book by Vermin.” "Oh, you mean '20,000 Longues undor 
the Soa,! by Jules Vorne."” “Yos, that's it," 


-0-0-0- 


has 
TRANSFERS 


On March 18th, Sarah Cohen was transferred from the Leonard 
Branch to the Crown Heights Branch and Mary O'Keane was transferred 
from the Bushwick Branch to the Kings Highway Branch. 


-0-0-0- 


Leonard reports the following catastrophes: 


Miss Cohen was transferred, and "Leonarda,”" 


was kidnappedl! 


the branch mascot, 


A tea-party was given in Miss Cohen's honor by her co-workers, 
As St. Patrick's Day was her last official day at Leonard the dec- 
Orations were green and the festivities decidedly gay in spite of 
great regret at her going. She will also be Leonard's guest. of honor 
at a theatre-party in April. 


Léonarda, the proud mother of feline sextuplets, some bearing 
tne nomes Of the illustrious in library circles, was secluded by 
force in the home of a neighbor over a week-end, whereupon her two- 
weeks-old progeny nearly perished, and the Lconard staff found out 
that to be "nearly always exceptionally accurate” in "sizing up a 
situation” is not cnough}t 


=O-Q=aO= 
Librarian (questioning a new ten-year-old member on the regu- 
lations of the Children's Department.): 


"_.--And what should you not bring to the library?" 


RS 2 ° 7 
Answer: "Matches, cigarettes, and knives. 


-0o-O0-0- 


The opening sentonce of a first-assistant's report to hor 
Branch Librarian on a particularly impressive Foreign Policy Assoc- 
jation meeting: "Oh!!! He was such a darling!!! He spoke with an 
English accent and a bit of a lisp!" 


-0-O0-o0- 


Augic and Leo returned the encylopodia, in which they had been 
reading the life of Gcorge Washington. 


"Woll, Augic," said . momber of the Lconard staff, “do you want 


° ° Bey > = il 
to bc a soldicr like Gcorge Washington when you grow up? 
"tno," said Augic, "I want to be a dotcctive.' 


"And you, Leo,” said the librarian, all smilos, "what do you 
want to bo?" 


"A crook!' said Leo, 
(In vindication of Leo we may say that he is roally going to be an 


aviator, but his sense of humor just gets the better of him when 
inauisitive ladies pry into his privato life.) 


Hy 
PORT ie 
Sie 


sheds re sh y's 
ay RR 
Mine 


oye 
UNITED STAFF ASSOCIATION 


At a mecting of the Gouncil of the United Staff Association 
held’ in Miss Conway's office on February 13, the following business 
was transacted? 


Mrs, Ella M. Porry, chairman of the Committee on Tonure of 
Pretec, submittcd: the report of her committco, revised in accordance 
with suggestions rococived after the gconceral mecting of the Association 
This was roferrced again to the Committee with some suggestions of the 
Council for its -consideration, 


ihe report of Mrs, Helen Hs, Wosselis, chairman. of the United 
Economic Committcc, was approved. This calls for the sending out of 
a questionnaire to all branches and departments, in order to find out 
the organizations in their community, with which the library is co- 
Syeratangs Of which arc: intcrosted in: the Library, and, also, the 
organizations (not neccessarily in the community) with which members 
Sra uno) svail are connectcd, This’ antormation will. be sont) in on 
Bieece ond ctranstlorred, to a8. Gard(Tile, “alphabetically arranged by 
Organization with the branch heaving the connection indicatcd. The 
Boeeve Willy bo kept. as, a locality file.“ The United: Beonomic:.Committec 
plans to make contacts with organizations where none exists and. to 
keep. the file up to date, so thet it may bo usod to bring out sup- 
Hotue .Or Lie liprary, At 2 time when it is’ necdod, 


It was decided to accept the offer of the Womens City Club to 
extend a four months! complimentary membership to the mombers of the 
iiverpod otal Association, since the Unitod .Paronts! Association 
which had such a large part in starting the Citizcnst Committcc is 
in the midst of a campaign to roise y25,000, it was voted to con- 
tribute »10.00 to their fund. 


A letter from Miss Dorothy Elizabeth Smith, chairman of the 
Protessional Committcc, reported timt Dr. Joeckol of the University 
of Michigan Library School, who was invited to. be the first speaker 
are esorios. of) talks to be hold: for the United! staff Association; 
His unooLe (To come at this: time Decauss of prossiure ‘of othor work, 
Pier councils yoted to/ask Miss Smith to continuc: her efforts to .ar- 
ToaneoOra mocting or: scrics of mectingss 


Other business which was discussed is yet unfinishcd and will 
be rcported on Inter. 


-0O-O0-0- 
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Bie yea oO OR SO Te Wes 
Mediui of Communication for the Staff of the Brooklyn Public Library 
HOe 17 May 1935 


Edited by toe ©£upLicity Comniteee of the B. Pr. Li i. Staff Association 
in co-operation with the Branch Staff Representatives 


Louis N. Feipel, Chairman (Ad Adelaide A. Kennedy (F) 

Rae ds Gobb (M) Jean L. Ross (Bo) 

Winifred B. Jackson (38) Klizabeth Schneidevwind (Kg) 
Soatage 


THAT PATAL DAY; OR, THE GREAT GOD TELFORD 


Presented by the Williamsburgh Staff, April 30, 19355 


Curtain rises on a quartet dressed in sandwich-boards on which 
is printed "Telford Efficiency Reports," and withlarze dunce-caps 
on their heads, with words "Usually, Nearly, Always, fxeoptionally" 
printed on each. Two of the quartet wear men's sport-shirts and 
tennis-slacks, and their usually dainty feet are encased in slightly 
Oversized sneakers. The quartet sings the following song,to the tune 


‘Gl 


of “The Daring Young Man on the Flying Trapeze. 


The Poor Young Librarians on the Telford Report \ 

Once they were happy but now they're forlorn, . 
Like an old book that is tattered and torn, 

Left. in: this iiprary to weep and to mourn, 
Dismayed by Telford A-B-C's, 

Now, tits ' Telrord ne may be efticient, 
no they tried all they knew him to please; 

But they never could make out one quarter so well, 
Though through Probst they had managed to squecze. 


Chorus: 


They flit round the desk with the greatest of case, 
This ambitious young staff Mr. Tolford to plicase. 
Most nearly always, oxceptionally neat, 

tncy are marikodly slow: onthe Largest of foot. 


The quartet loave the stage, two on one side and two on the other, 
and stand just at cach side of the stago, | 


Act I 
SCOneeN Aw Library beLvor oa OeO0 4.14 
Two small tables, onc having a large atlas with crossword puzzlcs 
dripping from it and sone littcred about the floor, the othor having 


a blottor, ink-wolls, stamps, stamp-boxcs on it. One chair in close 
tOwtho tabic. -On the wall in the center back is hung a targct. 
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Librarian A at the right front of the stage, dressed 
in a house-dress, old shoes, and hair in kid 
curlers, a placard on her back on which are print- 
ed the words, “ORKS PRACTICALLY INDEPEND™NTLY. 

She hss a pop-gun in her hand and practices at the 
target at. the back center of the stage. 

Librarian B, dressed in beach-pajanas, with a placard 
on her chest which bears the words OFTEN CLOSE 
AND CONTINUOUS, Leans over the pile of crossword 
puzzles on the atlas and turns the pages. 

Librarian A shoots slowly five or six times, and the 

‘oe report sounds loudly everywhere. 

Librarian B (mutters): A three-letter word for ichthyosaurus--fish-- 

one--two--three--No, that won't do--- 


Librarian A continues to shoot, too absorbed to look 
up. Enter Librarian C in a riding-habit, limping and 
rubbing an outraged thigh. Wears a sign: 

USUALLY SUFFICE FOR JOB. 


Librarian B (abstractedly): Hello. 


Librarian C (panting): I've been riding all night to get here, and 
belive me,--- I've OVFRCOME SOME OBSTACLES, (To Librarian A, 
who is too preoccupied to answer.) What the heck are you doing? 


bibprarian B: Oh, she's busy practising to be A SQUARE SHOOTTR. 
Librarian C (turning to Librarian B): Have you been here all night? 


Librarian B (scornfully): Naturally. I've been trying to FIT MYSELF 
FOR A MORE ADVANTAGEOUS JOB. But I've struck a snag. I don't 
know what the word "efficiency" means. 


Librarian A (stopping briefly): It means to MAKE YOUR “ORK MORE 
EXCEPTIONAL AS TO KIND «ND AMOUNT, 


Librarian © (cantankerously): Oh, No! It means not TO BF SLIGHT OR 
PRRFUNCTORY IN YOUR ‘YORK. 


Enter Librarian D, slightly drunk, dressed in evening- 
clothes, wearing a placard on which is printed 
GENERALLY sTUMPED BY OBSTACLES, 


Librarian A (contemptuously): What, drunk again? 


Librarian D (just tight enough to be argumentative): ‘Yell, I left 
my seventh cocktail untouched to get here on time. DRINKING 
MAY IMPAIR WY ‘YORK but I have loads of GOOD OUTSIDE CONTACTS 
and I'm AN PXCEPTIONALLY GOOD IIXER. (Struggles to light a 
cigarette.) 


Mniv~er wabrarian Sin: snorte, a tight \Jorsey with 
padded muscles, and boxing-gloves, carrying a 
tennis-racket. She struts across tho stage 
swinging her tennis-racket. An alarn-clock 
hangs around her neck and she rears a placard 
on which is printed, EXCEPTIONAL STRENGTH AND 
STRATEN 4 


Hse 4 
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biLorarian EB: l've been chek ony so that I could have MXCEPTIONAL 
STRENGTH AND STAMINA ADVANTAGHOUS IN MY JOB. 


Librarian D (trying to read Librarian E's alarm-clock): What's the 
time? I can't tell. I'm GENERALLY STUMPED BY OBSTACLES. (Pokes 
Librarian C) 


Librarian C (peeved): Why ask me? Do you think I'm AN INVETFRATE 
CLOCK -"VATC HER? 

Librarian A: Geel We'd better get Marts and set ‘this desk up. “We 
must hurry because we arc NEARLY ALWAYS FXCEPTIONALLY PUNCTUAL. 


Everyone gets busy doing little things. Librarian 
E hangs posters on the back wall and most of 
them are upside down. Librarian D watches her 
in inebriated amazement, 


Librarian D: Well, look at that! She's WORKING PRACTICALLY INDF- 
PENDENTLY. 


Librarian E: What of it? Anyhow, I don't care for your ATTITUDE 
TOWARD YOUR SUPERIORS. You GENERALLY OPrOSE If BLINDLY. Why 
don't you TRY PLAYING UP TO YOUR BOSS once in a whiles 


Librarien B: While we are indulging in personalities, judging from 
what I heard yesterday, your RELATIONS "ITH THM PUBLIC AR® 
NEITHER TACTFUL NOR CAPABLE. 


Librarian C: Well,if you -ask mc, I think you are all being UNDULY 
OPINIONATED AND STUBBORN. (The atmosphere is taking on a bellig- 
erent huc.) 


Librarian A (trying to pour oil on the troubled waters): Now, nov, 
girls. How about showing a little CONTROL OF IMOTIONS? Renonber, 
ANGER, MOODS, AND TEMP™RMINT WUCH IMPAIR WORK, 


bibrarian D (beats-on a tin pan): It's nine o'tclock. 
All (in unison): There's THM DEADLINE. 
End of Act ‘I 


The quartet files up Sobor Ly, ‘even ‘ac Litiile lugubriously, and 
repeats the parody on "The Daring Young Man on the Flying Trapeze." 
They file off and take their places on cither side of the stage. 


AOL Gil 


Librarian F, as :fliss Aspidistra, dressed in lounging-pajamas, 
with a placard on hor chest with ' Branch Librarian” printed on it, 
sits at a table. The table is set with Telford Reports, pencils, 
cards for notes, otc. On the other sido of the table, looking quite 
pompous, is Librarian G, dressed as Mr. Telford. She is dressed in 
‘dungarecs of a dark bluc huc, with a spotless white shirt and a 
wing-collar and a red necktic, a small black moustache and an in- 
porial. She has a placard on her chest on which is printcd "Mr, 
Tolford." Librarian H, as Miss Woozcelberry, is dressed in a riding- 
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habit and sits at the back of the stage, between Mr. Telford and Miss 
Aspidistra, on a high stool. Miss Woozelberry wears a placard bear- 
ing "The Subject.” 


Miss Aspidistra (reaches for a Telford Report and in a clear precise 
voice): Now, Mr. Telford, as to SPEND IN COMPREHENDING, THINKING, 
\ AND OTHER MENTAL PROCESSES, I should say Ifiss Woozelberry comes 
in this classification: NEARLY ALWAYS EXCEPTIONALLY RAPID. She 
is---- 


Mr. Telford (interrupting): Miss Aspidistra, I think you have mis- 
understood my understanding of this phrase. When I said, "NEARLY 
ALYWAYS EXCEPTIONALLY RAPID’, I meant, there are few times, let 
us say not more than twice in the course of ten years of assoc- 
iation with the subject under consideration, that the subject 
makes any mistake of any type. Certainly, in your years of ex- 
perience with Miss Woozelberry you have seen at least three 
occasions on which Miss Woozelberry has thought erroneously on 
the EMPHASIS OF HER WORK. 


“tse Aspidistra: Well, let me see. Now,. I think perhaps I do remember 
more than two times when she has NOT NEARLY ALWAYS found except- 
ionally good ways out. 


Mr. Telford (very suavely): There now, Miss Aspidistra., I was sure 
you'd remember if you'd try. You certainly would be rated under 
Class D, perhaps even E, if you were the subject of this report. 


Miss Aspidistra (very flattered): Really, Mr. Telford---- (Appears 
rather coy.) 


Mra Telford: Oh,' nos I ‘think so quite seriously. \I certainly would 
like to be one of the checkers of your report. (Very simper- 
ingly) You'd make a very interesting subject, a very interesting 
subjcct. 


Miss Aspidistra (still more coyly flattered): Mister Telford---- 
(Regains her poisce--in a sharp, precise voice) About Miss 
Woozelberry. 


Mr, Telford (coming to with a start): Oh, yes, Miss Aspidistra; I'd 
almost forgotten, Woll, to get back to this report----shc---- 
we were talking about---what was it? 


Miss Aspidistra (very businesslike and curtly): We were discussing 
specd in comprehending, thinking, and other mental reactions. 
I thought :iliss Woozelborry should be ratcd--- 


Mr. Tolford (quite himsolf again): Oh, yos. Of course, of course. 
Now, Miss Aspidistra, aro you absolutcly sure that cach timo 
you give Miss Woozclberry a new picce of work to do she hasn't 
asked more than seven qucstions after you have completed your 
explanation? Are you absolutely sure? Now don't hufry. Think 
carcfully. 


Miss Aspidistra (becoming rathcr agitated): Well, I'm not sure 
whether I remember cxactly, I don't remomber cver counting the 
questions, 
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Mr. Telford (astounded): Never counted the questions! (Gets up and 
paces the floor) My dear Miss Aspidistra--never counted the 
Questions! Why, don't you realize that if Miss Woozelberry has 
asked nine questions after an adequate explanation she should 
be rated under Class B; that if she has asked twelve questions, 
in Class A; and more than twelve, there exists no class for her? 
Have you never realized the vital importance of counting the 
questions---I repeat, the vital, I might even say the fatal im- 
portance, of counting the questions? 


Miss Woozelberry: I think---I'm not very sure---I think perhaps I may 
have asked nine questions, but positively never more. 


Mr. Telford (turns to Miss Woozelberry angrily): You mustn't speak, 
You've got nothing to do with this report. (Florishes a report 
before her) You are only the subject. There's nothing in it 
anywhere that allows the subject to speak. 


Miss Woozelberry (wails): But I only thought--- 


Mr. Telford (louder and more mad): You mustn't think! There isn't 
any place in this report where you are supposed to think. 


Miss Woozgelberry (in tears): But, I only--- 
Mr. Telford: Silencel!i---you're only the subject. 


An impressive silence, during which Mr. Telford draws 
himself up in angry silence and taps one foot 
loudly on the floor. 


Miss Aspidistra (more flustered than ever): ‘Well, Mr. Telford, shall 
we let that go and get on to the next tonic? Let me see, thatts- 


Mr. Telford (very determinedly): I should say not! Most emphatical- 
Pnog. this tring nas gor bo be aLited ‘to the bottom, Soft 
words butter no cabbage. Do you ever remember Miss YWoozelberry 
asking you to repeat a direction? (‘ith a florish) Strictly 
Speaking, this.is not. a question, In fact, it might even be 
exoressed in the form of a declarative sentence. Sut, for the 
purpose. of this report, it has got to. be considered as a question 
Now, think carefully, Miss Aspidistra. 


Miss Aspidistra (completely upset): Really, Mr. Telford, I am not 
sure that 1 can recall accurately. 


Mr. Telford: Think carefully, very carefully. Remember how much de- 
pends on this. 


Miss Woozelberry (wails): I'm sure that it wasn't more than twelve. 


Miss Aspidistra (very excitedly): Perhaps there were ten questions, 
but if you count. repetitions, there might even. be eleven or 
maybe twelve. (She rises and goes over to Miss Woozelberry and 
comforts her. Miss Woozelberry continues to wail.) 


Mr. Telford (gleefully): That's right, Miss Aspidistra. Think hard, 
What an elegant subject you would make. 


pH 


Miss Woozelberry (howling): Not more than twelve, Miss Aspidistra, 
not more than twelvel 


Mr, Telford (roars): Silence!!! 


Miss Aspidistra (all unstrung): I think---I'm not sure---perhaps. 
(Pulls her hair and acts entirely deranged.) 


Everyone comes on the stage and sings the parody with 
the quartet. 


The End 


Note: All words or phrases in capitals have been lifted bodily from 
the Telford Report. 


-0-0-0- 
ONE UP FOR DE KALB 


Evelyn Silverman, teacher of English and citizenship, under the 
supervision of the Board of Education, at De Kalb branch, makes the 
following report: 


"Classes are held every afternoon from 12:00 to 4:00---the ad- 
vanced amintermediate groups from 12:00 to 2:00, and the beginners 
and iliiterate from 2:00 to 4:00, There is a total registration of 
fifty and an average daily attendance of thirty. Seven different 
nationalities are represented, ages ranging from about 32 to 50, 


"The class is titled English and Citizenship, but the subjects 
taught include spelling, dictation, letter-writing, conversation, 
reading, phonics, language or correct usage, grammar, arithmetic, 
civics, and speech-correction. The guiding principle is to teach 
what the pupil needs. 


"This is the first class of this nature to be conducted in this 
neighborhood, and each pupil has told me of his happiness in having 
the opportunity to study English. 


"I find the work vital, significant, and creative. The teacher 
has a marvelous opportunity to serve. I'll use the words of a pupil: 
'School has opened my eyes. Before, I was in darkness; now, a new 
world 28 pelore me.s* 


"TJ should like to take this opportunity to thank Miss Henderson 
and members of her staff for the splendid co-operation they are giv- 
imeveld of us,” 

-0-0-0- 

Several members of the staff attoned the excerciscs and festiv- 
itics held at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, May 13-16, commemorating 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of its establishment. 


-0-0-0- 


The new book by Karl Baarslag "S-O-S to the Rescue," is dedicated 
to Judge Edwin L. Garvin. 
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BUSHWICK'S "GARDEN OF VERSES" 
(with apologics to R, L. Stevenson) 
I 
My Dater 


T have ayldittlo dater that:goes hore and there with me, 

Ana why Lt often Lose it ia more than I can, see. 

It's a very faithful "charger" and it holds my initials, too; 
But when mistakes with it are made, it makes me very bluc, 


Ii 
C.W.S. Project, 89-AX-277 
(Whore Go the Hours?) 


Dark brown is tho flooring, 
smolivy ts the paint. 

It goes along for wholc months through, 
Have we no complaint? 


ie 
Foreign Books 


Up into the Yiddish "sca" 
Who ‘should’ climb but Little me? 
I shelved the books, ‘twas not like play, 
Resolved: To come in’ carlicr next day. 
(First come, first pick!) 


IV 
Our Checks 


The friendly check, all green and white, 
I love with all my heart: 

It gives mo pleasure and dclight, 
TO. cash it at the start. 


A bit gocs here and some gocs there, 
It's spent right straight away, 
ata 


And I go home in bleak dospair, 
To wait for noxt month's pay. 


== M.S.G. (Bushwick) 
-~O0=-0-0- 


Edythe M,. Frost of Library Extension stopt at the Mayflower 
Hotel for ton busy days in Washington over the Easter holiday scason. 
She was entertaincd at tca at the home of Representative Robcrt L, 
Bacon, and strange as it may scom, also by Mrs. Roosovclt at the 
White House, (D.A.R. toca). She also attonded the New York State 
D.A.R. luncheon and national dinner hold at the Mayflower Hotel. Among 
the side trips cnjoyed were visits to Fredcricksburg, via Mt. Vernon 
and the Naval Academy at Annapolis. 
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The last Children's Librarians' Staff Mecting for tho scason 
was held at the South Branch. Miss Marjoric Medary, author of 
"Orange Wintcr'and "Praric Anchorage" was a special speaker for the 
oecasion and talked of the background for her books, which is hor own 
pioncor heritage. The Mexican Exhibit which had beon at South during 
April was held over for the mecting; and, assisted by the objects and 
pictures of gay Moxican color and an accommodatingly bright spring 
day, the Branch looked very attractive, Applco-blossoms, together 
with a series of Japanese prints borrowed from the Mctropolitan 
Muscum, brought about an almost magical transformation in the usually 
depressing library auditorium. Miss Crozicr, as hostcss, welcomed 
the mecting, and afterwards the Children's Librarians sorved lunchcon 
in honor of Miss iicdary. 


-0-0-0- 
OTIGNS OF SPRING AT BJI 


Since we can't live in the Brooklyn Botanic Garden this month, 
wo are consoling oursclves and our public with an cxhibit of cherry- 
blossoms and nightingalcs as depicted in tho Japancse prints borrow- 
ed from thc Motropolitan Muscum,. 


April showors sent a zcalous card-holder of Bji off to Van 
Cortlandt Park, to follow his hobby of Natural Seionco, hater in the 
day he came home carrying an innocent-looking brown-paper bag. After 
transiorring the contents of the bag, togcthcr with a eabbage-loaf, 
bOyon.cmpty coffce-can, he come to the library. Rushing up to. the 
Porercnes iibrarian, ho removed the top of the can. The. librarian 
shuddered and shrank back. Tho snake, for it was a two-and-a-half- 
foot Snake in boautiful shades of green and brown, torrificd at this 
unoxpcctcd publicity and strange environment, shuddered too, and 
trea Lo hide its hoad under the cabbaze-loaf. So the rest of tho 
Bji staff, dcciding that thoy wore at an advantage, camo up and 
gazed at the specimen. 


Tne boy Baid he was kooping tho.snake at a’ friend's house, be- 
enusca his mother wouldn't Iet him kecep:1t at homo... 'Wo identified it 
as.a gartcr-snakes incidentally, sent the boy away happily clutching 
Boebe's "Half Mile Down." 


A Casc of the Jitters 


ULty, Park Branch has. had the jittors, and) we, feol with just causo 
Even the janitor and Library cat, to say nothing of the staff, look- 
ed carcfully around corners before venturing into unlightad places. 


We now broathe frocly again---"Boo-o-o}" Thc Library Ghosts 
have boon laid. 
We know not whero, 
NOT MAO ee Ct Re I 
binco\ thoy have loft thoir former lair, 


Wo won't keep you in suspense longer. Workers, out in front, 
digging, uncovered six human skcletons!!! The police cartod them 
AWAY e 
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Various explanations have boon offered. Some said that prisoncrs 
who dicd on the British Prison Ship were buricd here; othars that 
there was once an old burying-ground in this locality; and still othor. 
that a battle of the Revolutionary War was fought here. ‘Vc, howevcr, 


could verify none of those, ocithor by the oldest inhabitant or Waltcr 
Winchell. 


-0-0-0- 


Aro wo ovor-zcoalous for our childron at City Park? Judgo for 
yoursclf. 


Librarian (at the dosk, to boy who had supyvosedly been reading the 
rulcs): Did you read and understant thom? 


Boy: Yrs matam. (Rocites) "The eredit union was organized to provide 
4a convenicnt mcdium for staff moembcrs----- 


Librarian: Please let me sce the papcr you heve. 


(The boy handed hor "A Message to the Staff,” and said, "I found 
it vory intcresting." 


-0O-0-0- 
ART OF LETTER-WRITING AT CONEY ISLAND 
Chief Librarian, 
the, boarer of this note, my daughtor, wishes. to onroll as 
& permanent member of your library, realizing the great advantages 
provided as a consequcnece, Plicascec oxercise your duc authority accord- 


Dear ma'm. 


I give my daughter full permission to read books. Her oycs 
havo: beon cxamincd and is: in perfect ordor, 


Request for a reserve by 2 small girl: "How much do you havo to pay 


for a cortain book to have tho teacher hide it for you?" 
Dear miss, 


LI would like my daughter to bolong to the library as she 
has nothing to do. 


Librarian, 
please let mo know if you have a book called limitation of 
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THE SPRING LIBRARY INSTITUTE AND COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 


May 4th, Spring Library Institute, and Columbia University - 
these. created a very happy combination, made more so by the presid- 
ing of Miss Burdett at the afternoon sesson, Brooklyn was indeed 
proud of her in that capacitys Library Institutes may come and go; 
but those of us attending this year's will find it difficult to de- 
cide whether the place selected, in itself an irispiration, or the 
topics discussed made the meeting so enjoyable. 


Although spring was not in the air, the surroundings, spring 
flowers for decoration, and luncheon in John Jay Hall, together with 
the.exhibits of rare books - and beautiful book bindings - all near 
at hand (and how alluring the carly French and Italian bindings were 
to me$) made it a unique occasion. 


The morning session, while not outstanding, aimed by its select- 
ed topics to reach some of tho problems of the two groups of city 
and town librarics, 


Frnestine Rose, of the New York Public Library, talked on what 
her Branch is doing in the field of adult education with the aid of 
a reader's adviser and of a non-librarian field secretary. Aubry 
lee Hill, of New Hochelle, discussed the budget problem of a large 
town library and the necessary contacts with the trustees, city 
fathers, and town organizations. Mrs. Hlizabeth C,. Morriss, of 
Teachers College, Columbia University, showed the need of co-oper- 
ation between librarians and -the adult cducation groups themselves, 
in order to make them library-conscious, 


And so on to the afternoon session, with Miss Burdett presiding 
so well and graciously. 


Holen A, Ridgway's talk on "The Great Unreached, and Why," re- 
presenting her housc-to-house survey of throe hundred familics 
(worked out within a half-mile radius of a Branch library in Queens 
Borough)and also actual intervicws with two hundred and twonty-fivo 
persons as to whether. .they wero or wore not using the library, was 
most revealing. 


Although the survey may not give a complete picture, at least 
it was a unique one. Twenty-nine per cent were reading books, but 
about ype per cont shad no Lime ror roading! Fifty-soven per cont 
never read books but seventy per ccnt had used the library through 
Perercncd gorvice: or othor contacts. Here again is revoaled the 
fact that circulation statistics are indeed poor measurocment stan- 
Caraga cor Library sorvice, 


Anna Clark K LOPE of the New York State Library, gave a talk 
on "Public and School Library Co- -operation, " which was of intorest. 
At least it opened up the subject and gave opportunity for future 
plans which should prove helpful. 


Prof. Mary M. Shaver, of the School of Library Service, showed 
a deft and delightful touch in her romarks on current books. For 
instance, sho found James Boyd's "Roll River" so fascinating that: 
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Pe oOncitOorgot no BoD Morr her pus atthe right stop. 
eee one sLorgoL, to pay Tor hor, dinner, 
So. one wept. at. the, ond, 


And Enid Bagnold's “National Velvet" was dclightful fantasy; Thomas 
Wolfe'tslatcst book, as also his former, rathcr incoherent, although 
admitting him to a prominent place among writers; and so on. 


Prot. Shaver also spoke of the unhappy habit of some publishers 
in bringing out on the samc day two books with the same title, such 
as Hilaire Belloc's "Milton" at four dollars and Rose Macaulay's 
"Milton" at two dollars. (It is casy to sce which librarians would 
purchase those days!) 


Tea was served in tho School of Library Service, and this cnded 
a profitable and cven festive day. 


An Aftorthought 


Of course we are all familiar with the accomplishments of 
Penazzis but 1 sugecst to all and’ sundry who are not’ familiar with 
Pee portro.e vant thoy bocome: so. at their. earlicst opportunity - 
otherwise complications may arisc at a most inopportune momentt 


-- Marion E,. Williams (Bu) 
-0-O0-0- 
WILLIAMSBURGH'S ART EXHIBIT 


An exhibition of pencil drawings and paintings in oil and tompcra 
Pyeeolomon ochwartz, of 169) Wilson St,, Brooklyn, is on display at 
the Williamsburgh Branch. Mr. Schwartz has been a resident of 
Williamsburgh all his life. He i8 a teacher of art at Public School 
No. 16, and of Poster Art at the Bushwick Evening High School. He ~ 
studied at the Art Students! League, New York, and with Mr. Koopman, 


The Williamsburgh Branch has supplemented the exhibit with dis- 
plays of art books and biographies of artists, past and present, and 
a glass case of artist's supolies, 


-~ Ruth P. Edwards (W) 
-O-O0-0- 


Best wishes and best fortune to Elda Bocksel of Sheepshead Bay, 
who takes the fatal step on June 1 and becomes Mrs, Whecler Crawford. 
No sequel is ever so exciting as the first book, and no mere wedding 
could hope to approach the excitement of getting ready for it. That's 
what we at Sheepshead think; but we give Miss Bocksel leave to dis- 
agrec, Since it’s her big day. The Sheepshéad staff, and Helen Mills 
of Library Extension and Mary Dillon.of Carroll Park (both formerly 
members of the Sheepshcad staff), celebrated with a pro-wedding feast 
at Theresa Worthington Grant's on May 14th. 


-0-0-0- 
Mr, and Mrs. Allison Ross announce the birth of a son on May 18th 


at Montroal, Canada. Mrs, koss was formerly Jessic MacIntyro, of 
Kensington. 
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At Red Hook, during 1934, classes in English for forcigners and 
group-help in citizenship were conducted by the State Department of 
Haueation and tho T.E.R,A. As for tho men who live at the Scamen's 
VsM.C.A., they were daily users of tho Branch. Most of them were 
jobless, and helped in and around the kitchen and public rooms of 
the "Bcthclship" to cern their room and board. Late afternoons and 
evenings found thom roading history, biography, and novels demanding 
econcontration at. the Library. 


-0-O-0- 


wee oross, hetoronce Librarian, rcoports that,’ in: co-operation 
with the committce in charge of compiling the projccted Union List 
of Newspapers, the holdings of the Library were checked and reported 
Povepeciusion in the) list to be published. ‘Also,’ atthe request of 
the National Theatre Confcrence, a computation was made of books and 
periodicals at Montaguc, in the ficlds of the theatre and drama and 
complementary classes, for inclusion in a new Survey of Theatre 
Collections in the Unitcd States. The estimate showed: In "Circulat- 
ing," 5,675 books; in "Refcronee," 980 books and 450 bound volumes of 
periodicals; total, 7,105 volumes, 


-0-0-0- 


Trustee Edmund P, Looncy has becn clected Treasurer of the 
Proeokiyn Public, Library to isuccecd the late Otis S. Carroll, 


-0-O0-0- 


Joscph J. Baker, President of the Jcowish: Hospital, has bccn 
Bopeinpods a Trustee to fill the vacancy loft by tho dcath of Mr. 
Carroll. 


-O-0-0- 
Dear Lady: 


Kindly givo my boy an application as 1 am sick and cannot call 
my namc is Sophic Roiss I live at----- Hubbard Street for five years 
ond my maiden namc was Glick I was thirty three ycars old my mothors 
name is Yetta my husband he is a salosman ate---- and my son Herbert 
hope yours olds 


-0-0-0- 


Girl (rushing in): My fricnd just brought in "The Girl of the Lubber 
Lost, iMay 1 have it? 


-0-O-o0- 


The citizonship-aid work conducted at Carroll Park undor the 
auspices of the National League for Amcrican Citizenship is well-know 
As for the classes for forcign women formerly conducted by the Necigh- 
borhood Teachers! Association, they are now being conductcd by a 
momber of Carroll Park's staff, and with marked success, Carroll 
Park's study-room has also bcon used by the Committee for Neighborhooc 
Betterment, which is composed of leaders in neighborhood-work, Miss 
MacMahon :.representing the Library on this committce,. 
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— om op oe 


March 20, 1935 


The Honorable Thomas D. Thacher 
120 Broadway 
New Ycrk, New York 


My dear Judge Thacher: 


The members of the Council of the United Staff Assoc- 
jation of the Public Libraries of Greater New York heave asked 
me to write to you, believing that you, as Chairman, as well 
as the other iwembers of the Charter Revision Commission are 
seriously endeavoring to prepare a City Charter that will be 
wise and just in its provisions, 


) Since the public libraries: have no place in the pre- 
sent charter, their administration and support have depended 
Upon individual contracts between the city and eacn of the 
Paree libraries, Brooklyn, New York ond, Queens Borough. . In 
These contracts there is no provision made for pensions for 
librarians on the respective staffs. On the vayroll of the 
Brooklyn Public Librery thore are 441, the New York Public 
iuovary O47, and<the Queens Borough Public Library 551, making 
Pevoce., Of 1650, These:salaries are.paid by the city, and were 
Cup in 19556 and again in 1954 when the. salaries of all city em- 
ployees wore cut and when the payless furloughs went into effect. 
However, when library employeos have tried to secure pensions 
ion one Cluy they have been refused, om the» grounds that, they 
wero engaged by private corporations and so were ineligible for 
city pensions, 


In addition to the 8477 members of the staff of the 
New York Public Library there are 702 persons engaged by the 
Reference Department of the New York Public Library and paid 
from the corporate funds of the Astor-Lenox-Tilden Foundation. 
They heave no provision for pensions. 


The situation is complicated, as you doubtless know 
from your study of the city government in general and from your 
Cxoerhoence as«a Trustee of the Now York Public. Library, ..May 
the members of this Committee respectfully ask if you deem it 
fitting that the Charter Kovision Commission give thought to 
expression in the new Charter of tho relations: botwcocon the city 
government end the library systems of the city? And may we ask 
Mtv specitically, the Commission may consider tho problem of 
pensions or retiring allowances for the staffs of these insti- 
tutions engaged in. this public; service? 


Very truly yours, 
Dorothy Elizabcth Smith 


Chairman, Professional Committce 
DES: 1lge United Staff Association 
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New York City Charteor Revision Commission 
Hone Thomas D,. Thacher, Chairman 


March 26", 1935 


Miss Dorothy H#lizaboth Smith, Chairman, 
United Staff Association 
fubpLerlibraries of, the City of. Now York, 
New York Public Library, 
Fifth Avenue & 42nd Strect,. 
New York City. 


My dear Miss Smiths 


The Chairmen of the New York City Chartor Com- 
mission has asked me to acknowledge your lettcr of March 20" 
fn co express His appreciation for the information contained 
Peorein with respect to the Public Librarics in the City -of 
New York. 


The Chairman want you to know that this matcrial 
will be placed at tho disposal of the other mombors of the 
Commission and the whole question given carcful considcration. 


TOUt ewe Ty 
(signed) Mildred B. Goctz, 
Mrs. Norman 8. Goctz, 
Assistant Seerctary. 


-O-0-0- 


476 Fith Avenue 
New York City 
ADP UL Be Loge 


Honorable Fiorello H, LaGuardia 
Mayor of the City of New York 
Now York City 


ho ay 6h 


At a mecting of the Council of the United Staff Assoc- 
Lee won Ot tne fublicc libraries holdvon April 4th, \Ltem No. 29, on 
the Calender of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment of March 8th, 
containing a resolution by the Borough President of the Bronx con- 
cerning restoration of pay cuts to deserving employees of the City 
of New York was read, and we are asking that the City-paid librarians 
of the Public Librarics of the City of Now York, who likowise ro- 
ceived pay cuts, reoecive the same considcoration as the above mention- 
cd groun. | 


Withian opproeciabion) or. your) intcrost inthe libraries and 
librarians of Greatcr Now York, I am, 


Respectiuliy, 


Grace A, Conway 
GAC:L President 


-15.- 


The Report of the Committce on Permanency of Position, together 
with the expression of opinion obtained from all staff members has 
been referred to Dr. Howard Lee ilecBain, Chairman of the Citizens! 
Committce on the Status of the Librarians of tho Public Librarics 
of. tho City of Now York, 


Aftor consideration by Dr. McBain and the Citizens’ Committee 
tne, report will be returned to tho Council of the United Staff 
Association for submission to the administrations of the three 
librarics concerned for inclusion in their Schomes of Scrvicec. 


The result of the balloting on the subject is here summarized: 


xos No 

Brooklyn Public Library 3955 a 
New York Public Library 

Circulation Department GOW) BL 

Reference Department 126") 180 

Qucens Borough Public Library 168 16 

Total 998 $89 


-0-0-0- 
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A Medium of Communication for the Staff of the Brooklyn Public Library 


No. 16 April 19385 


Gaicved by the Publicity Committee of the B. P. Ll. Staff Association 
in co-operation with the Branch Staff Representatives 


Louis N, Feipel, Chairman (Ad) Adelaide A. Kennedy (F) 

Ada J. Cobb (M) Jean L. Ross (Bo) 

Winifred B. Jackson (8) Elizabeth Schneidewind (Kg) 
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ON THE ROAD WITH THE BJ PUPPETEERS 


On March 28th, Greenpoint was lucky enough to have the Bj 
Puppeteers at the branch for the afternoon, Mrs. Littlefield and 
Miss Freeman arrived with the stage and set it up in the auditorium. 
The staff had been worricd about having enough children for a res- 
pectable audience, after begging Mrs. Littlefield and Mrs. @e Gogorza 
foecome LO us, But at three o'clock the children’ began to: come; ‘and 
they kept coming until the doors were shut and the play bogan, and 
even ror) Long after that, ,seats were scarce and) air scarcer; but, 
two and three on a chair, they sat and enjoyed themselves for almost 
an hour. There is no doubt that the performance was appreciated. 

The plays were “The Miraculous Pitcher" and "Jack and the Beanstalk," 
and both have been in great demand ever since. 


he stare had invited) Dr. Ferguson, Miss Hunt, Mrs. de Gogorza, 
and other distinguished guests to witness the performanco, and after 
the show they all came upstairs and had tea. Grecnpoint was showing 
off shamelessly, but the guests were cxtromely polite and agreed 
that the building in its new coat of paint 18 very gay and attractive, 
Lt probably seemed especially nice, to them after an: hour in the 
stifling basomont; but tea revived them, and they went. on their way 
sounding cheerful cnough. 
-- Jane M. Colyer 
ef 


The children who make up Library Extension's hospital public 
were given a royal treat recently when the librarians from Bj took 
their travelling puppet-show first to Saint Giles and then to Kings 
County Hospital. 


Youngsters in hospital-beds or whevul-chairs, on crutches or 
tiny stools, were completcly fascinated as they watched and listened 
to the storics of “The Miraculous Pitcher’ and ‘Jack and the Boan- 
stalk," dramatized by Miss Frocoman, Mrs. Littleficld, and Mrs. Quovii. 
TheveneLoren had ‘Looked forward to this: exciting ocvent for sucha 
long time, asking about it cach week, hoping they wouldn't 
have to have an operation that day and so miss the fun. 


Many of them had nover seen puppets before, and one of the 
littlest boys was afraid of the red-haired giant until he held it in 
hie hands aftcr the play and saw it was only a doll after all. Joy- 
ful shouts of "Fe-fi-fo-fum" rang down the halls long aftcr the 
puppetcers had departed. It would be hard to say who enjoyed it more, 
the children or the grown-up visiting librarians and the nurses who 
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left their work to join the dclighted audicnce. 


We are grateful to Mrs. de Gogorza and her staff for bringing 
happiness and new interest to our shut-in childrm. 


-- Holen M, Mills 
~O-O-0- 
MEXICO 
Land of Fiestas and Siestas, Sombreros, and Serapcos 


"South" chose to go Mexican during April. And in spite of the 
difficulty of obtaining travcl-postcrs, we succeeded in bringing a 
bit of Mexican sunshine and color into the library by introducing 
A2uce designs, in pink, yollow, and bluc, and, four-foot cacti painted 
on manilla wrapping-papcr (sh-don't toll Mr. Martin) adorned the wall: 
of the reading-room, while colorful weavings were uscd as hangings. 


Material to put in the glass-casc was borrowed from both the 
American Muscum of Natural History and the Brooklyn Children's Muscum, 
Staff-members and South borrowers lent interesting cxamples of Mexican 
arts and crafts. Mounted pictures gave us vivid glimpses of Mcxico, 
Old and new, and the varicd types of peoples. 


The interest aroused in things Mexican is shown by the incrcascd 
circulation of books suggested by our annotated bibliography. 


The children's room was decorated with rcporductions, in color, 
of the pictures by Rene D!'Harnoncourt in Elizabeth Morrow's "Tho 
Painted Pig," and a largo picture of Pita graced tho fireplace 
mantol,. A pottcry pig, in person, gazed at himself as pictured in 
the book, and dolls in Mexican costume supplemented the picture- 
books displayed in the "J" glass-caso. 


-- Dorothy M. Voorhces 
-0-O0-o0- 
SOWEEPSTAKINGS 


Take heart, you who aro constantly drawn by the luro of tho 
Goddess of Chance, only to moct with perpetual defeat. At last sho 
has, seen tit to smile upon a son of the B.P.bs, none othor than that 
guilcloss guardian of the South Branch, Pasquale Venturcelli. Pasqual« 
bought a tickct in the Irish sweepstakes a few weeks ago, and was 
consoled to the tune of 500 dollars for not rocciving 50,000. When 
informed of his sudden ownership of ttho filthy lucre, Pasquale smilcé 
shyly, shrugged his shoulders, and rotorted with his opcn-scsame to 
all occasions, "Tha'sall rit" 


-0-0-0- 
Dorothy Mackay, formorly assistant to Miss Hunt, at Ad, has 
been appointed librarian of thc Monson (Mass.) Free Library and 
s 


Reading Room Association. ‘ 
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FLATBUSH FOLLIES 
Piatbush Staff Gocs to Toa at Miss Margucrite Lennon's 


BOOKS ---BIRDS---'BROIDERIES. These wore the rcasons for the 
Pala occasion of: Sunday, March 24th. 


It was indccd|a privilcoge to handle end examino such a fine 
Golloction of limited cditions, all beautifully bound ‘and most: of 
thom illustrated by woll-known artists. The Chincso tapestrics, 
another hobby of Miss Lennon's, were gorgeous. tiost of them are really 
Morte O10, showing | their age in) soft, subdued colorings,: “Hach piece 
mMevemoroL.dcry tins a story ail its own, which ‘pives the! collector) an 
interesting time delving into old books, looking for its history. 


According to our informant, "Sover-l beautiful birds sang for 
us, 28 we chatted over our refroshments. It was 2 most cnjoycble 
afternoons and FLATBUSH LIFT TEA feeling that hobbics were quite 
worth while. 


Spring at Flatbush 


Spring has been lingering around Flatbush for several wocks and 
fimiLey come, FO Stay ino, burst) of poctry ‘and many; birds and real 
flowers (the birds not boing real). "Our Singing Strength" poster 
display has brought poctry into the souls of many Flatbush borrowers. 
The birds are dclighting the childrens: they como''from' the Children's 
eee An mMisrationss) They Lirst sarrivod; in thoy middic! of. Fobruary 
and will fly away in May. The flowers are Flatbush's own lLibrary- 
growm hyacinths and forsythia,. 


In the Course of the Day at Flatbush 


Young Boy (to librarien): “Are those columns (meaning those 
around the circulation-desk) of Deric or Ionic architecture?" Wo 
didn't know; but the boy looked thom up and informed us they were 
Corinthian. 


Another Young Boy: "Is Mazo De la Roche a living author? Yes? 

5 5 S i 

ec. that's good, then I can read some more of 'this' books when the 
G4 YP E 

writcs them! 


; A Smaller Boy (about ten)---and wetve o weakness for small boys: 
"T went some Mark Twain books, to make murals." And in the short 
time of fifteen minutes he made a dozen sketches of all the Tom 
Sawyer and Huck Finn cheracters. The "murals" may be viewed at the 
Flatbush Boys! Club. 


-0-O0-0- 


Miss Colby writcs from Henniker, N. H., ‘the only Henniker on 
earth, so the signboard says, to.say that thoy havo bought a little 
place thore, fiftcon miles from Concord; and she sends a picture of 
the house, It is off the main strect, on a side-road, ten minutos 
walk to.stores and post-office, on high ground, “so we got a vicw 
of hills and woods on all sides of us." Miss Colby wishes to be 
prmombored To) all hor old. fricnds,in the B.P.L. 


~0-0-0- 
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SARATOGA'S MAGIC CARP™T 
Bolieve it or not, Saratoga and our fricnds have been wintecr- 
ing abroad since Nov. 2, 1954, ond woe expect to continue our journcy 
UMtil May ist. What is.most remarkable, we have hada glimpse of 
anciont times as well as the present, as we sailed about on our ver- 
Mewes mesLe carps’ 


What marvels we have soon, and what a vast amount of knowlcdgeo 
we'vo acquired, under the direction of two vory officiont guidcs! 
We have secon shrincs, cathedrals, cxstles, beautiful mountains, lakes, 
desorts, and evory imaginable wonder. in tovm and country we have 
been welcomed in the homes of the people, where we have been allowed 
to wander through tho dclightfully different intcriors and become 
familiar with their manner of living. We have scoen fostivals with 
the brightest of costumes and quaintocst of customs. 


Cur siap, seus ani cach Prlday ovening at client o'clock for oa 
Mew port and a now adventure. Miss Boics, who ‘is one of our guides, 
begins by telling us the history and icgends of the country for which 
we are bound, and then about the life as it is to-day. Then a week 
ieecpont Visiting cities, villages, and’ contrysitdcés, under tho guid- 
pe of ies Lillian C. Folker, 


How do we manage all this? On cach Friday .cvening we hear Miss 
Boies!s interpretive rendings of yesterday and to-day in ench country, 
Miss Folker has for twonty consccutive wecks displayed romarkable 
postcrs, and books on all subjects, thoreby supplying the "sight- 
secing for cach weekly adventure. 


5648S you soc, Saratoga.and its friends have indeed been winter- 
ing abroad. 


-0-0-0- 
A MUSICAL INTERLUDE 


varaboga moy have nibandsins enriching tho) history of musical 
ann as wolivas the pockots,of )one Of TUS jpatrons.). At) all ovonts, iwe 
have onjoyed a most interesting rescarch, 


ipveconsy, Ghats the, parents,of my young lady of,'9 months were so 
Mieetuor, Choir, dauphtory topo able teuAapprociatsc: and Love music, 
they determined to buy her a musical instrumont. As it happened, a 
friends knew ofsaiviolin, for, sale,\'so..the: parents: purchised it 'for 
tag sum of eiave doLinns, ~ Socause the: violin was. unustally small, 
thoy gave it closo. examination, and it was) discovered that inside 
the violin was the inscription, “Amati Cremone Hyronimi filii an," 
Or eOr 2G eppenrcas With growing intorest,. the mothcr of this, young 
"to be violinist" modc her way to the library, whore she presented 
the, tnserippion, for translation. 


JUST SUCH A VIOLIN WAS MADE BY NICOLO AMATI, born Socpt. 5, 1596, 
in Cremone. He was the grandson of Andrea 4mati, the oldest of the 
eclcbrated Amati family of Italian violin-makcrs. Nicolo Amati's 
violins reached, the hoight of porfection of cll Amati violins, 

Andrea Guareri and antonio Stradivari were his pupils. Nicolo's 
label, which he pasted in his violins, read, "Nicolaus Amati Cremonons 
Hicronimi filii Antonii nepos fecit anno 16---." And there wo have 
our connection. 
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Needless to ssy, we are anxiously awaiting the verdict of the 
muscum to which the cwners of the violin wore hurricd. In any case, 
these far-scecing paronts are certain of a musical carcer for their 
young doughter,. oh (el 9 poe ee 


DARE WE CALL IT A GARDEN? 


Two articles that appeared in the Wilson Bullctin of April, 1935, 
on the desirability of a Cat in the Library, "and "Flowers for the 
Library Garden" struck ¢ sympathetic note in the Bushwick socction. 
Leonard Branch may have oe cat "Leonarda," but Bushyick Branch hes 
its gardon, "Bushwickcania 


In spite of a volley of unfavorable remarks as to the success of 
the veonturc, some mombers of the staff have gone ahoad and stertod 
what may some daybe a rival to the famous Botanic Gard}! (Depending, 
of coursc, upon a number of things--the neighborhood attitude, salary 
cuts, and "Deo volente.") 


To .catve there are a dozen large hyacinths anda fair sprinkling 
of crocuses and scilins which arc brightcning tho horizon until the 
Pips and dartodiie decide to break oup.. All’ this in a spot ton 
fect by three foct! 


So far no uprooting or destruction of any other kind has taken 
Pence, os tad pecn fearcd, « Our neighbors sccm) to» onjoy: the small 
bit of color seon from Scigel Stroot and pause to look.» Children 
pocr, through the fonec, perheps uncerto in as to what flowers they 
arc seeing, for everything is “dandelion” to then. 


Strange ¢ 5 ayes Be may seom, cats are our only invaders; and let us 
hope that "Leonarda" and all her Iricnds and rolatives will tread 
iightly when they come to call. 

- M.8.G.. (Bushwick) 


-O-O-0- 
PAGE LEONARDA, THE CAT 


Red Hook may not shine in the matter of circulation and haere 
tration records, but we'defy anyone to beat us at catching mice One 
of our C.W.s. workers reported that she had scen six mice in a ow. 
We suggested that it might have been two mice running around in a 
circle, but she was so certzin that we purchased six traps. In two 
hours we captured three, in cight hours we had cight, and up to the 
GpeetODL this report (just two weeks) we have counted forty captures. 
Twice we had two mice in the same trap. ‘Ripley should be informcd 
of this phenomenon. It might be well to mention that none of us had 
had anything stronger then tea or deffee, in ense anyone doubts that 
part about two mice ina trap. 


It scomed to be quite amusing to the borrowers, who saw us mak- 
ing more or less regular trips from the work room and office to the 
basement with the filled tra ‘ps. One romorked, "Why, the library 
must be 'festorcd! with tha." 


(Red Hook might call the "Picd Piper" who calls regularly at 
Montegue.) 
-0-0-0- 
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792'S TO APH AR AGAIN 


The 792's - The Brooklyn: Public Library Dramatic Club - has 
beon invited to enter the Brooklyn Little Theatre Tournament, which 
is to be held at the Brooklyn ¥. M. C. A. on the cvenings of May 
feo Ly and 18, with a final runoff on May 2o. 


Sixtcen of the better amatcur groups of Brooklyn are now cntor- 
ed in this tournament, which has as its purpose the fostcring of 
interest in the drama and in originalplay-writing. 


Tho 792's are to repeat J. M. Barric's "The Old Lady Shows Her 
Medals," which they first prosentcd in 1931. They will appear on 
Saturday evening May 18, and it is hoped that there will be a goodly 
PeoreecncatLlomor thoiatalt of tho: Be. Pile to.cheer them on.: Other 
groups to appcar on this same evening are the Brooklyn College 
Players, The St. George Players, and a group from tho Brooklyn 
ig ite G4” Al 


Tickets aro forty cents and will shortly be availablc through 
Staff represcntatives. Should the 792's be chosen to appear in the 
finals they will play again on the night of May 25. 


-0-O-0- 


During the recent cross-word puzzle blight a borrower came to 
the refcrence-desk and begged us to help him to find some obscure 
town (or maybe it was a river) in Japan. He was referred to the 
somewhat inadequate collection of clderly reforencc-books sect aside 
for twncse Tangtics, Evidently they were not equal to the occasion, 
However, a few days later this borrower reappeared and announccd 
triumphantly, "I got it$" Curious to know what unsuspecting library 
he had raided, or what susceptible librarian ‘had fallen for his 
Pepsodent smile, we inquired further. "Oh," ho said airily, "I 
wont to the Japancse consulate. They had quite a scarch, but thoy 
found it.” (From Prospect) 


-O%O0-0- 


Among the lusgky people going to the A.L.A, conference will be 
a party consisting of Miss McDowell, Miss Sands, and Miss Fuller. 
A fourth person probably will have been addcd when this appoars,. 
Miss McDowell, who will. bo the driver, has. done a wonderful job in 
planning the trip (or so it scems to those envious souls who have 
scen and hoard the details). They are going out by way of Arizona 
and will return by way of Wyoming, visiting all the available can- 
yons and including the rather exclusive Rainbow Bridge. This will 
put them in the class with Miss Esposito and Miss Shumway, who 
visited Rainbow Bridge last year. How many other staff members 
have been there? 


-0o-O0-0- 

On August 24th, Miss Boies of Saratoga will sail on the 
Lafayette for a two months! trip to England, Scotland, and Franco, 
spending about three and a half wecks in England and Scotland and 
the rest of the time in France, Miss Boies will. return October lst 


-0-O0-0- 
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The following special-delivery, addressed to the Branch Librarian 
at Coney Island, arrived while she was on her vacation. A member of 
the staff hastily ro-adressod it and sent it speeial-dclivecry to 
Miss Tuttle, who was awakened at midnight to claim,it. The lcttecr 
Wessel 8 roply to the usual mossengor Lctterl Here itis: 


Dear Madam: 


il was not at home when your lettcrs came as 
I was in Ellenton, 5S. G. with my daughter May Burns and 
biG L6,bcres wes send. tO mo down heros), .As for. the Library 
books I hope you don!t think my daughttcr or myself would 
stcal them, as I don't care cnough about Reading Books 
Po eu cnier socal orviccep thomeand Lf. tim did) Like: books 
enough I am sure well able to pay for them and not steal 
Choma . an surdc © will. not make mysolf)so.¢heap as. to 
run away with the books and 88 cents fine for thom ag 
Dl was raised to be honost and also a Lady and a Rospectable 
one at that and not a thoif. And: dd: surevion Raising my 
Gaugncottor as arlady and a honest one at that, and I ex- 
pect the library to Rospoct me as a Lady and not: as a 
thoif. And just as soon as my daughtor or mvsolf return 
tO N.Y.Ce £ will soe that you gct yours: book) back also 
Day Wort cGvorithere. aro to pay Lor: them.) Lf) nave) never 
Hoon pes ana wait House and I sure will not ict you or 
any one put me or my daughcttcr in such a placecif I know 
tte eose don’ s, writo toime that: way again, as you. sure 
will get your books back as soon as I return to N.Y.C,. 
if. you: care to wait that long. Thanks to you for scnding 
us the letters. 


Yours Respects 


~0o-O-o- 


A young lady was wandcring vaguely about near the fireplace in 
the children's room. @ 
Librarian: "Aro you looking for something?” 
Young lady; Yes,.iwant 'Uncle- Tom's) Cabin,' and: they :told mo to 
look under the stove}" 


"TI would like a book about the sea, but none that says 'I did 
this! or 'I did that!’ 


-0-0-0- 


Even the library is not immune from practical jokcrs. On April 
1st, Brownsville had a request for "lir. Book" on the telcphonc! 
DUCK Les tue. MeL Corot Tam oO» 


Miss Hope Swain of Brownsville spent an intoresting weck-cnd 
recently in Washington. ‘She visited many of the famous and historic 
buildings and was enchanted by the cherry blossoms, lovely harbingcr 
of spring, 

-0-0-0- 
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CULLED FROM CENTRAL REGISTRATION 


Anna Parlapiano Albert Boen Turnidsetc 
Selma Breath p Flour-do-hys Sheer 
Ficishakor Mac Drain 

worry (‘Piccininni Peppy Wolf 

Herbert Gotbcttor Suc Nebor 

Robert Gathercole Vie eo yor 

U. Read Macbcth June Rose 

Bey Loo iettic Silva Snow 
Blossom Swectapple Ida Gruntwagin 

Goldic Hairs Rose Busch 


Tsic Weiss (Is he?) 


REGISTERED AT NEW UTRECHT 


Junc Blossom sheila ‘Bote Moc 

Gutti Love Gay Bookbinder 

Chris Cross Timothy Trott 
-0-0-0- 


Now Utrecht. gave a small library luncheon for Miss Rocd of 
Maploton to wcolcome her to hor new locality. 


Tho day was perfect, the lunchcon was porfect, and overyone had 
a f00d time, The thought has come to mo, it might be a good idea 
Depa the autumn the brinches were grouped according to location, 
enavtnce branch Aibrarim s would meet ogcasionally and havo, lunch 
(make it co-operative). Naturally the talk turns on library affairs 
and somcthing constructive might come from it. 


-- Julia R. Gwyn 


(A propos of this, the “Eastorn district” has a Union List of im- 
portant refsrence books and the branehes coopcrate in this and other 
wayse) 


-0-O0-0- 
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Upon hearing that the famous "Guinon Pigs" is about to have a sequel 


(To the tune of "Gallaghcr & Shean") 


Oh--Mr. Kallete-and Mr. Schlink-- 

isthe. business world as wicked as you think? 
Do thoy skulk with dreadful case-- 

Dropping arscnicp in: the poas+- 

Crippling populations with concoctions woird? 
Oh--Mr. Kallet--and lir. Schlink-- 

Are you calling "Wolf" too often, do you think? 
For we flourish as the bay-- 

Consuming poisons day hy day-- 

Is it. just luck, Mr. Kallot-- 

ishit ignorance, ) Mr. Scehlink? 


-- Alice M, Huchthausen (Ep) 
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A MEDIUM OF COMMUNICATION FOR THE STAFF OF TH! 


Edited by the PRESLGS ty Cammittee of the Be Pe Le 
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BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Staff Association in co-o»veration 


With the Branch Staff Representatives 


Adelaide A.» Kennedy, Chairman (F) 
Marjorie S- Ladd (Ep) 
Alice F. Hale (XK) 


Dlizabeth Schneidewind (Xg) 
Marilla V. “Ailliams (ty) 
Jean Le Ross (Bo) 


VOLUME III 


PENSIONS | 
At a meeting of the Council of the Uni- | 
ted Staff Association held on October 16, 
1935, the following resolution was pass! 
ede <" copy has been sent to each member | 
of the Board of Trustéese 


oe 


Whereas, the Staff of the Brooklyn Pubs 
lic Library lacks the security of yen- 
sions and has long suffered from this 
lack, and 
| 
| 
| 


wnereas, the present time is one of gen-| 
eral interest and public demand for soc- 
ial security, and 


Whereas, the staff of the Brooklyn Pub- 
lic Library is undergoing great unrest 

due to a lack of such security, there- 

fore, be it 


eS ee ee 


RSOLVID, That the Council of the United; 
tusc Association of the Public Librar= 
ies of the City of New York urge upon 
oe Trustees of the Brooklyn Public Li- 
brary that they actively investigate the; 


~ossibilities of securing pensions at j ia 
1 


this time, that they approach the city 
authorities to discover the conditions | 
under which the Library Steff can enter 
the city pension fund, and that they | 
cooperate with tho trustees of the other 
library systems in this city in carry- 
ing out such conditions and in support- 
ing the »ension proposals througn all 
necessary legislation. 

‘ 
With a change only in the name of the li 
brary, the same resolution was scent to 
all of the trustces of the Qucecns Bor- 
ouch and New York Public Libraricse 


a ee een 


Gerald De McDonald, Secretary | 
United Staff Association 


NOVAMBER, 1935 
eee cers pelt 
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TALIZATION SERVICE 


HOSP 


Among the great services that have been 
offered to us as a library group recent- 
ly is the 3-cents-a-day plan for hospital 
caree Wot tn2t we aim to "Sojourn" in a 
hospital, but it sometimes falls to our 
lote Illness is something that hangs ov- 
er us like the sword of Damocles, es= 
pecially the financial side. 


It is comforting to know that for a few 
dollars as subscription fee, one can spend 
21 days in any hospital in the New York 
area without any worry of having to vay 
the usually exhorbitant hospital bills. 
And one may have onets own doctor in at- 
tendancee Tuere are many other excellent 
features concerning the plan and we are 
glad our nmunber of subscribers was suf- 
ficient to be considered for menbershipe 


Miss Marion =. Williams of the Bushwick 


' Branch is Chsirman of the Hospitalization 


Plan and it was through her efforts that 
the plan was vresented to use Mrs- Helen 
Be Hamlet, presicent of the Staff Assoc- 
tion, is also to be commended for . 


launching the project in our groun. 


To date 114 members of the Brookl:m Staff 
have subscribed to this plan. 


~ 
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HARD TIMES PARTY 
Thursday i'vening -— November 21 
We promise you 

FUII, FOOD, AND A FROLIC 
Come as you ares’ — or in Costume. 
(You mar win a vrize, remember) 


PACIFIC 15 THE PLACE 
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three very interesting onc. victurescue 


‘ ports in Honduras and one in Guatemalas 


I am writing of my twelve day cruise on 
the United Fruit freighter, "Musa," be- 
cause of some rather unusual haypenings. 
The voyage was sumy end very calm un- 
til we had vassed Hatteras, then rough- 
er seas bezane By tiondsy morning, it 
was getting very rolly and storm warn= 
ings of the hurricane ahead of us wer 
receivede Our boat sloved dowm to one=- |. 
quarter syeed, and all day long at in- 
tervals of one hour, the wireless gave 
nevis of the path of the nurricanee it 
9 Pe Me the bost started off at its 
most cxtreme spceec, and we all went to 
bed with the thought that word had been 
received that the hurricane had turned 
back and our Captain vas trying to beat 
ite 


nee ee Sh ee ne ee 


Tuesday morning, when 
(and every one was up very early), we 
saw land on our right and we thought we 
were passing Florida as we should bee 
But we soon found we were taking a course. 
which the boat had never taken before 
anc going dorm through the Bahamase We 
were keeping our distance from the dan- 
Zcrous coaste At breakfast, we were 
told that we were answering the 50065. i 
call from the "Dizice™ We were at a 
great dist-ince from the boat in distress : 
and really outside the zone of answer— :; 
ing but were to get there at our specd= 
ieste If the "Dixic'' were going to 
pieces, ours was the boat to go in and | 
take off the passcongerse ‘The "Musa" and | 
: 
| 


we come on deck, 


its sister ship the "Platona" have very 
poverful cngincs and we were the onlv 
boats with power cnough to get us through 
such rough scase ne *Platona"’ was ale 
ready standing by but very heavily load 
ed with bananase Our small company was 
very much interested but no one was pan= 
ickye All were calm and cuicte Aftcr 
our exciting day we arrived at the 
"“Dixico" at cleven that nizghte Here the 
scas were very high but the unfortunatc 
boat was still holding fast and we were 
ordered on our waye ‘We covld sce the 
lights of the seven ships stancing br: 
ana those of the wrecked boate 


He ee one eet eer ape ee ees eee 


——— 


During the remainder of our cruisc, ve 
coula enjoy the wonderfully beautiful 
color of the Caribbean Scae Visited 


ahd fe 
ine 
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As guests ef the United Fruit Co. we were 


shown all the steps in the great banana 
industrye Now I have great resvect for 
the banana. 

Laura Taylor (Br) 


ABERNETHY LIBRARY 


It was quite a delight in these days of 
cautious book selection, to examine a 
collection where the buying of first and 
limited editions is still possible. 


The Abernethy Library, an integral part of 
the college library of Midclebury, Vermont 
contains many an item of great value to 
the scholar and the studente Of all its 
sixty-five hundred volumes, mainly of 
American literature, about 314 aro first 
editions or autographed copicse Some of 
the high spots are; the first cdition of 
Irving's lmickcerbocker History; the Sketch 
book owvmed by William Cullen Bryant; the 
presentation copy to Matthew Arnold of the 
life of Emcrson by Oliver Wendell Holmes; 
a first of Cooper's Deerslaycr; a first of 
Jonathan Sdward's treatise on the "Freedom 
of the Wille" MThere are also books in- 
scribed by Howells, Brvant, “hitticr, and 
Longfellowe Another great and rare fea 
turc of the collection is the Thorcau ma- 
tcrigle This includes thirty-one differ- 
ent cditions of \/alden in French, German, 
Russian and Czechoslovak; there are also 
English and Amcrican editionse 


The exclusiveness of this collection is 
not a bar to cxpansion, and today many 
contcmpor2rics have been addcds; Sherwood 
Andcrson, Theodore Dreiser, Willa Cather; 
there is @lso a first of Moby Dick and 
Bthan Fromee It is indccd a wonderful 
collection and fittingly housed in manog- 
any tranpingse 

Dre Julian We Abernethy of the class of 
1876 of Middlebury collcge presented this 
collection of books to the collcgce His 
scholarship also extenacd to Brookline 

He served for sixteen years as princiveal 
of the Berkeley Institute of Brooklyn. Dr. 
Viola Ce iitco, formerly of the Brownsville 
staff, is now curator of the Abernethy 
collection at the Middlebury college. 
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TY YORK CUT LAMINO FOR LEOM\RDA 
offc rs you its 
Leonarda the cat, whose adventures and 


Museuns, Art Gallcrics, Parks, Zoos, , full life have proug cht joy and inspiration 
Planctarium, Aquarium, Architectural won :~ not only to the Leonard staff but to the 
ders, Soricexts, Gardens - VISIT THM. ‘whole BePele is no moree A devoted mother 
she passed away at the height of her ca- 
That's just what South tried to get tho 'reer, leaving behind to mourn her, a num 


yublic to dos take advantage of the intcr-! ber of children and grandchildren and two 
esting, unique and eccucation possibili- bereft godparents. Her father and mother, 
ties in Greater New Yorke. Miss Dorothy brothers and sisters, (if any), are un- 
YVoorhoos who planned and oxccuted the ex i xnoWNe 
hibit hoved to show by means of pictures 
phamphliets, books and minature cases the !Leonardats kidnapoing was the cause of 
type of material to be seen in various ! much excitement in library circles last 

i 

i 


sees 


public exhibitionse spring, anc ceme about directly from her 
i sreat proclivities as a mouser, which were 


The Musewn of the City of New York very ‘neighborhood femouse (Indeed, we wonder, 
generously loaned South six fraoned pic- inow that Leonarda nas gone, just what the 
iiews, "Night scenes of New York, ''by mouse situation at Leonard may be in the 


Scmucl He Gottscho, and a series of ill- | barren days to come.) 

uminated cases showing the progress of ed- 

ucation in Now Yous City from the early iJith a true “curiosity that killed a cat," 
Dutch schools to the present day modern |Leonarda was a real feline, emulating her 

high schoole Children have been cluster— ‘dear staff-mates in all thingse At the 

ed about the miniature rooms gazing open numerous functions for which her progress- 


mouthed at the little boys and girls of {ive branch is famous, luncheons, teas, 
other years “doing suse" , book-exhibits, receptions, etcetcra, 


i Leonarda might always be counted on to be 
The exhibit colors were planned around the! in the front line of those gracious host- 
large City flag which hangs from the top ‘esses who alvavs make a visit to this 
balconye The orange and blue was repeat- branch such an evente ‘There was little 


ed in posters, while the modern spirit at the Leonard branch that Leon»rda dic 
of the skyscraper is shown in silver and not inspcct and suvervise, and avvrove or 
blacke A large frieze showing the New disapprove. 

Yoru ar-line from under the Brool <lyn 

Bridge was vrominently displayed in the ‘It was natural then, tmt when the ™’A 
balcony. lworkmen arrived to tar the roof, Leonarda 


| should give them and their apnaratus, ter 
Tue Natural History Museum of the City of | closcst attention. On a tour of insvection 
New Yoru was represented by a lighted case} one morning, she wandered into the boiler 
showing the Incicns trading with the Dutch} box of the tar furnaces The PYA boilerman 
settlers, and @ serics of four small card-{arriving a fcw minutes later, and being un- 
board "theatres" depicting various animal | aware of her proximity, touched a& match to 


habitat grou xs which may be scen at the {the gasolinc blow-torche A starticd ycowl 
Museum life sizce The backgrounds and |_ a torchswan song as it wore — gave warn- 


colors have been reyroduccd in cxact col- | ing, but too Lotcs Leonarda departed this 
OrSe | life in a blaze of glory —- cvcen in dcath 

; serving hor beloved branche 
Many pcople have asked for directions as 
to location and hours of opening of var—- ‘May the memory of her dear sweet presence 
ious vlaccs brought out in the exhibit and: ané gracious ways be long enshrined in tne 
we hone they heve had the fun of going to {hearts of her staff-mates - and in the ta 
and sccing for thausclves tix wealth of ;}or the Leonard roote 
motcrial available. | 


Tris e>uisit closed November llth. 
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FLATBUSH AT ROCKAWAY POINT THE DUNKER'S CATASTROPHE 


One lovely Saturday afternoon in August j Bushwick Branch was full of the old 

the Flatbush staff took the Rockaway boat | "twitch" the other day when their dough- 

to visit Miss Ovestad's bungalow. We werel/nut order arrivode The camp fire girls 
soon in our bathing garb, and braving the ; sent 15 dozen instead of the 4 dozen dough- 
Gecp blue deep blue ocean waves, which had, nuts which were asked fore Upon deco in- 
no mercy on use Exhausted, we sunned our-{ vestigation, it was found that one of the 
selves on the beach, and enjoyed the high- 4 orders was for 6 plain and 6 sugared 
balls and refreshments served by our host-l (meaning doughnuts not boxes of doughnuts.) 


esSe Snaoshots and moving pictures were {Not even Bushvick could take its 
takene The move Moral of this tale: 


ies of the group | Dyan ae et PTY Don't count ~our 

crawling through TRE=-BOROUGH BRIDGE doughnuts before 

& hole in the thew are boxed, es- 

fence = especial- UNITED STAPF ASSOCIATION pecially when send- 

ly the movies of ing in an ordcr. 

those who hadn't —— 

sylph-likxe fig- oe 

ures = were high=j Why: Pensions’ Pensions’ Pensions’ 

ly successfule CORRDSPOND:NCE 
When; December 9 and 10 at 8:15 PeMe 


Dear Miss; 

Where; Commodore Hotel = Faust Boll Roon 

“hat is the rca- 
son wny my child 
cannot join the li- 
brary without know 
ing the family his- 
Prizes for each table - Bone prizes tory? Shc askec me 


‘ 
Tne Council of | 
| 

Non-Players' Priz | if she could join 
| 
| 


the United Staff How liuch? = Not Much = gl «00 per person 
Association, en- 
tertained the 
committee chair- 
men of all three 
libraries at a 
tea Sunday after- 
noon, October 20, 
at the Hotel Com- 
modoree This is 
an annual custom ! Staff Represcntatives will be 
of the Council | supplicd with tickets 
end it always i 

provides a hapnoy 

opportunity for the comnittec chairmen to 
ret acquainted and to talk over plans for 
the yeare 


ALL PROCEEDS FOR USE OF PENSION COMMITTEE 


and I said yese I 
thought that would 
i; be cnoughe My hus- 
bana works at----- 

as a butcher. 


BRING YOUR *R2IENDS OR COME ALONE, 
BU? COMB AMY 


Re RN OS A a SRNR. 


Signce 


— oe ee oe ae cen 


A high school student cane to the refcr- 

ence desk at Williamsburgh and asked for 
| the ~rivate life of Julius Cacsar. She 

| was Siven an cncyclopecia and retired, but 

soon returnees. it, remarking that "It was- 

Mhe Book Week exhibit at Williansburgh n't privote cnoughe" 


features "Natural Wonderse"’ The posters 
of prehistoric animals made by Miss 
O'Gara have been augumented by an illum 


ee 


The Williamsburgh staff was delicrhted to 


‘ , nts ‘ ste , . ‘ 
inated exhibit case and other objects welcome back their Branch Librarian, Miss 
borrowed from the Museum of Natural His- | Gwendolen Brown on November le Miss drown 

, torye has been abscnt for some time bccause of 


illncsse 


re 


ober 21 after spending her vacation in A new juvenile borrower showing the librar- 
Buropee Mrse Sommerhoff visited in Hol~ } ian a eappree dunaged book said, "This 


Mrs Svcelyn Sonmerhoff (W), returned Oct- | 
lana and Germany. | book is a little wounded." 
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‘THE NAMM STORE WINDOW DISPLAY 


A gall Brooklyn Public Library exhibit 
seems to have become the fashion-e Last 
ye2r it was the Flower Show which greeted 


us immediately after vacation witha re- | 


quest for a display and this year it was 
The Namm Storee This Store, in connect= 
ion with its special Brooklyn Day cel- 
ebration, October 16-17, offered its 
thirty-two windows to cifferent cormer- 
cial houses and civic institutionse 


In spite of the fact that it was a diffi- 
cult time of year with vacations still 
Zoing on, it seemed too good an opvortun- 
ity to lose for getting the library's 
story before the publice So the invit~ 
ation was acceptedy with Mr. Nourse and 
Miss Thackray the original committee. 
This conmittee was ““fmented later to 
include many other people with whose en- 
thusiastic and efficient help the exhi- 
bit was made possiblee Miss Olcott and 
Miss Irene Smith assembled the books; Mrs- 
Clear, Miss Barbara Smith, Miss Christine 
Smith, and Miss Sands planned and execut- 
ed the map and the posters; Miss Johnson 
of Bedford and Miss Hannigan of Green- 
point made models of the library active 
ities in each of which ayneared innumer-= 
able tiny books contributed by members 

of Miss Christine Smith's departmente 


The purpose of the display was to give the 
public as simply as possible an idea of 
the various types of library activitics - 
to show what is being done at present and 
to indicate the larger service which could 
be given with a central building and add- 
ed branch librariese All articles in the 
window contributed to this end - the pic- 
tures along the front, thc foreign dolls 
groupee with the forcign and natural- 
ization books, the models of library 
scenes - a story hour, a home scene, a 
hospital scene, a camp scene — the large : 
map in the rear centcr showing present and 
necded branches = the explanatory poster 
showing the picture of the vresent li- 
brary winge Of course books = new books 
-many of them = attractive in format and 
on tempting subjects formed the bulk of 
the displaye To be sure this brought com- 
ments from some observers that they could 
find "no such nice cleen books in the 
branch libraricse" 


The judges, however, evidently did not 
take exception to the shiny freshness of 
books or othtr objects shown for, though 
we did not GOnform to Namm's original re+ 
quest for movement in the window, the ex- 
hibit was given third place. The first 
and second prizes went to window of com- 
mercial houses where movement had been pro- 
Videde 


PROFESSIONAL COMMITTEE 


One of tno objectives of the Professional 
Committee is to aid the staff in every way 
in maintaining its professional standrds 
and idealse Now that librarians in New 
York State are recuired to be certified in 
order to qualify legally for positions as 
librarians, the term "Librarian," and all 
terms applied to grades of service which 
come under certification, have come to 
mean something very. definite to those who 
have qualificd themselvese Members of the 
professional staff have, therefore, look-' 
cd with dismay at the classification cards 
of CWA or WPA workers, who, without the 
least bit of library training or profcess- 
ional library experience, are rated as 
"Assistant Librarians." 


The Prorfcssional committce chairmen of the 
three staff associations in greatcr New 
York met with Mr- Kirscher, the Technical 
Suvervisor of Library, Museum, and other 
projects, and discussed with him the pos- 
sibility of having the classification 
"Assistant Librarian" changede Mre Kir-— 
scher said that such a change could be 

made very readily and the more satisfact- 
ory and descriptive term "Senior Clerk" bo 
used instead, with no change in pay for the 
person so re=ratede The only recuircement 
would be that thc head of thc co-operating 
agency should apvrove all applications for 
re-rating the individual workers now class= 
ifiec as "Assistant Librarianse" 


ne Profession2l Commiittee of the United 
staff Association drew up a report of the 
meeting to be sent to the heads of the 
three "co-operating agencies" to bring the 
matter to their attention and sccure their 
supnorte 
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 


k Dogs 10 seem a year’ to you)since last. I tried to ring: our 
nristmas bells? Surely, it does not to me. The reason, I would guess, 
ae) thet we have been very busy with our job, and, I hope, so engrossed 
in diving and doing that passing time is scarcely noted, Christmas is 
‘mot exactly Thanksgiving, 50 wejare not. called upon.to catalogue items 
of thankful rejoicing; but, nevertheless, there is a spiritual need, at 
this time, of reading those musical notes which compose the score of 
Our annual carol, No doubt the major theme which runs through the com- 
position is the daily task, faced cheerfully, gladly, helpfully. Read- 
ing that score, one should be able to strike those homely but satisfy- 
ey ane bells in the middle ranges Of) the chimesa "But, do have faith ‘that 

/ each of your will treasure in his own heart bursts. of song, and flights 
“of melody, marking the rarer and more beautiful experiences which sig- 
nify spiritual growth and satisfactions, All of these notes woven to- 
‘gether should mean life enthusias ‘tically lived, hopes enduring, and 
confidence in everything to which men pin their faith. 


| We have had, during the past year, renewed demonstration of 
the value of our services to the people of this great and heterogeneous 
community. We have felt the tics of friendship and loyalty which find 
us together as a body dedicated to a worth while entcrprise. Disappoint’ 
“ments havo beon met, and faced with courage; greater strength thereby 
‘arising. ‘While some of our goals have not been crossed, we have not 
fost sight of them, nor ccascd to move forward as conditions pcrmit, 
Recognition of governmental approval of our work has not bcen lacking-- 
«aha ap which should San for a one. Christmas ations Of the un- 


My SO we necd not look back with any sort of pogret; and, what 
ae ge wo may face the Sune with nda aay soserha to golive That, I 


Yours for ts in Santa Claus 
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‘to her in tho foyere 


LIFE AT KINGS HIGHYAY 


What cloistered lives you librarians in 
Carnegie buildings lead! I daresay that 
in the course of a day you see scarcely 
& person who is not engaged in some book- 
ish pursuite The bustling world passes 
far fron your doore 


At Kings Highway the situation is differ- 
ent. We share a community building with 
other lucrative businessese Upstairs is 
a Reformed Jewish Synagogue which huns 
with activity on holy dayse Dancing 
classes are also held uostairs and the 
voice of experience tells you solemnly 
that you fave never fully appreciated tap 
dancing until you have charged books hour 
after hour to the rhythm of tapping feete 
Beneath us is a bowling alley - a@ most 
suserior bowling alley which contributes 
its distinctive soundse Disregarding 

the tailor shop and laundry which occupy 
the front of our building and offer good 
hearty smells if nothing else, let us ad- 
vance into the neighborhoode Near us is 
a home relief bureau housed in 2 most un- 
prepossessing buildinge The candidate 
applying for relief for the first time 
views the landscape over and concludes 
the library is the most public looking 
building around. 
the first onportunity to view most of the 
necdy of the neighborhoode Ftnally our 
corner is a favorite haunt of the soap- 
box oratore Hardly a night gocs by with- 
out our hearing some burst of cloquence.e 


Conversation never lags at Kings Fighway. 
We are never reduced to discussing the 
latest books or the rclative merits of 
Jenc Austcn or James Fennimore Coopere No 
indcedt ‘We aeal out such morscls as 
these: "Ther learnea a new step in dan- 
cing class todaye Selma Podersky was late 
so several of the girls demonstratce it 
It's quite kecne” 
‘They're staging a big cxnibition bowling 
match downstairs Saturday nighnte You 
ought to come back anc sce ite’ ‘A voor 
man came in today to apply for rclicf. 
has nine children and six of them don't 
have any shocss" ‘when I was going home 
last night I heard the sycaker on the cor- 
ner shout "Down with the Capitcalistt' f 
was frightened for a moment until I jin-« 
glead the 14 cents in my pockete They 
surely wouldn't have any evil designs on 


He 


Consequently we have hadj carde 


mee"! 


At Kings Highway we have our troubdlese 

The shelves are so crowded that it seems 
sometimes as if the books will have to be 
stacked in piles on the floor, On busy 
evenings poor John Public wanders around 
hopelessly trying to find a quiet corner 
in which to read 'The Atlantic Monthlye" 
Tne staff looks in vain for an empty spot 
in the workroom in which to do a little 
honest and necessary worke ive put all our 
coats, hats, rubbers and umbrellas in one 
small closet and after careful arrange- 
ment shut the door quickly before some re- 
calcitrant garment has a chance to bulge 
oute All these minor discomforts we en- 
dure with a smile for after all few li- 
bririans have the privilege that is ourSe 
We can "live in a house by the side of the 
road where the race of men go bye We can 
live in a house by the side of the road 
and be a friend to mane! 


SELF CHARGING AT BEDFORD 


On November 4, Bedford inaugurated a Self 
Charging S:rsteme Before bringing his books 


to the main desk, the borrower wencils his 
branch symbol anc. card number on the book 


The Assistant at the desk checks 
the number on the book carde ‘The Assise 
tant at the desk checks the nun>oer and 
stamps the dating slip and the reader's 
card, but not the book carde Tvo »ro- 
cesses are thus eliminated and the time 
saved is aporeciable, especiall- during 
the busy hourse 


This systen 
branches of 


is increasingly in use by the 
the WeYePeLe It is also usec 
by Columbia University and a number of 

out of town librariese In addition to 

the time saving clement, all ciaim for it 
increased accuracy; the borrower writcs 
only one mumobcr, anc tit his own, whereas 
the Assistant writes scores over a long 
veriod of time, and is inevitably fatigued 
and may grow inaccuratce 


™.cre has been favorable and humorous com- 
ment: "What do you mcan by self charging, 
how much are you going to charge?" "Is 
this like a cafcteria?" “I think it is 

a fine ideae” "Ons Then I can do this at 
homee't Adverse comment has been restrict-— 
ed to a fear that the new wey would lead 


Maria 
Tah he 


oo Ba 


ee 


to a general discharge of librarians, but 
this apprehension is quickly dispelled. 

It is too soon to pronounce final judgement 
on the new waye ‘We anticipate a few pit- 
falls but, again taking "New York's'word 
for it, these are readily taken care of 
and in no way detract from the advantages 
cainedes 


es 


season's greetings to you, friends, 
And pray you, hear my say 
Concerning celebration of 

The coming Christmas Daye 

"The Other ‘Wise ian" shall be heard, 
December's twentieth nignt 

At 8, Miss Fannie Boies will read 
Amid the candlelighte 


To you, our friends, -- by your 
4A very snall request, 

The pleasure of your companys 
“411 you be our guest? 


leave, 


We welcome you, we welcome you; 
‘Tis true without a doubt, 

So come to Saratoga, 

The latch-key will be oute 


The librarian of the American Historical 
society, Mrse Myrtle M- Lewis, adaressed 
a meeting of the Second and Third Grades, 
at 9 Aeme, Nove 21st, on the work of her 
organization, stressing the research in 
genealogy and local nistory, She brought 
many beautifUl examples of their publi- 
cations, including original artists! 
copies of family trees with illuminatcc 
crestse This account of another, and al- 
lied, ficld of endeavor was received with 
enthusiastic intcreste 
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EGHOUS OF BOOK 
Bedford 


Book Week at the Bedford Braneh offered 
opportumity for a small Mexican exhibit. 
Mounted pictures illustrated the arcneo- 
logical, colonial and modern aspects of 
the countrys here were also reproduc- 
tions from the frescoes of Diego Rivera, 
showing fragments of the Mexican movement 
The book+table, with new books rescrvcc 
for the occasion, gave the appcarance of 


mented 


Models 


sudcen wealth, and was respectfully com- 


unon by the readerse 
Crown Heights 


of the Taj Mahal, of the Greck tem- 
ple at Pacstum, and of Stonchenge are dis— 
played in the wincows at Crown Heightse 
These moccls were furnished by the Child- 
rents Muscume 


Flatbush 


Among the social cvcnts of the month was 
an Open House at Flatbushe As it was 
held during Book ‘/cck, cxhibits were ar- 
ranged in both devartmentse The subjcct 
in the Childron's Room was "Our Wonderful 
World," while the Adult Department had 
"Mypogranhy and Modcrn Art" with special- 
ly illustrated books and posters design 
ca by Mrs. Bailcye The most cnjoyable 
part however was the "movics'! which were 
shown in Flatbush's attractive Picture 
Book Roome The first feature was "Pic- 
ture Book Hour at Flatbush" then pictures 
of the staff, and the garden, both in 
summer and winter, making those of us who 
work in-less attractive branches rather 
enviouse The filming was cuite ~nrofcss- 
ionally done, and much credit is due Miss 
Ovestad as director and the staff who 
assisted in the production. And to cnd 
& pleasant afternoon, refreshments were 
served in th staff room. 


An extra performance was given latcr in 
the week at Picture Book Hour, much to the 
delight of the children. The film was 
also shown to ilre Sullivan, who showec a 
ercat dcal of intcrest and cnthusiasme 


Greenpoint 


Greenpoint had an cxcoptionally intercst-— 
ing oxhibit during book weeke The adult 

room featured art in industry - in glass, 
china, tools, ctce 


The children's room had soap sculpture 


tinted in natural colors with tcmpora 
paintse "My Lady Green Satin and her Maid 
Rosette" and the "Water Babics" were il- 
lustrated in this fascinating waye 


A Visitor 
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Leonard 


The Leonard cxhibit on SOME MODERN SCULP- 
TORS is embellished by ten pieces of soap 
sculpture, the contribution of a member 
of the Boys Hobby Clube The exhibit it- 
self features the outstanding sculptors 
of the twentieth century; the posters are 
concerned with some of the work of Amer-— 
ican sculptors at the National Exhibition 
of American Sculpture for 1923. 


Midwood 


Now that Midwood has a children's librar- 
ian, it has overcome its natural diffi- 
dence and native modesty te the extent of 
having the first Book Week Exhibite On 
the advlt side of the house the major at- 
traction was an Indian collections Kodak 
pictures mounted on a red background re- 
peated the colors of a particularly 
beautiful Indian rug which occupiec the 
position of honore Booxs on Indians, 
bits of vottery and old Indian dolls 
formed the rest of the collection, most 
of which was loaned by Miss Shumwaye 


The children's room featured transporta-— 
tione Boys of the neighborhood made mocd= 
el trains, snips and airplanes. ‘These 
were supplemented by a model covered wag-= 
on, @ clivper ship and a variety of col- 
orec vosterse Illustrated books opened 
to give intriguing glimpscs of various 
phases of the subject vicd in intcrest 
with cascs borrowed from the muscume 
These latter portrayed travel from stage 
coach days till now anc arew forth heate 
ed discussions as to wheticr the sample 
subyay was a BT or an IRTe Echoes of 
the wonders on disvlay rcached far and 
wide and crew from onc six year old of an 
othcr borough the longing comment, "I 
woncer why I can't go to Brooklyns" 


New Utrecht 


The Book Weck exhibit at New Utrecht con- 
sisted of a store window display of new 
children's bookse There was no special 
subject but our clean copics of the more 
recent books made an attractive windove 
Ie had several new posters which added 
color making our children's room bright 
and chcery for Book Woecke 


"DEPRUSSION" “AT PACIFIC 


On Thursday, November twenty-first, The 
Staff Association held its first party 

of the scason in the Children's Room at 
Pacifice Bcing @ depression party, the 
costumes were such as might convince any 
Board of Estimate that we needed our long 
lost inecrcascSe 


The prize for the most avprovriate cos 
tume was presented to Miss Dorothy 
Voorhees by Mrse Milton Je Ferguson, We 
hope the prize (a can of soup and a bar 
of chocolate) has appeased iliss Voorhees? 
sufferinge 


The high light of the evening 
given by Miss Julia Holzapfel and Mr. 
Thomas Taggart, entitled "The Married Life 
of Clarence and Julia, or Have you a lit- 
tle librarian in your home?" 


was a play 


The music, which acded so much to the ev- 
ening'’s enjoyment was furnished by the 
Messrse Peter and Charles Contegnie 


The play, the music, the refreshments, - 
lifted any feeling of depression and we 
ate, drank and were merry ‘till we hecd- 
ed the call of homee 


The vlay was originally written by Mr. 
Tazgart for the festivities in honor of 
Miss Franklin and Mre Damour last June. 
Its purpose was to serve as &@ warning to 
prospective husbands of librarianse 


mo 


BOOK NOTES 

Mrse Ladd writes in to say that she hopes 
nobody will miss reading "Living with 
books" by Helen ©. Hainese As the intro- 
duction says, the book is the outgrowth 

of courses in book selection and related 
subjects given at the Library School of 
the Los Angeles Public Library and the 
School of Librarianship of the University 
of Californiae It is one of the Columbia 
University Studies in Library Scicncce 
This is surely @ model text-book, com- 
bining as it docs, scholarship, enthusiasm 
for books and a beautiful stylce 
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FROM GEE "BULLOTIN OF TH BePeLe" NOVe1955 


Aanrud, Hanse Sidsel Longskirt and Solve 
Suntrupe Translated by Dagny ilortenson 
anc Ne We BiancoOe Illustrated by Ingrid 
anc. Be Pe dtAulairee 


lirse Dagny Mortenson Remmie was formerly 
on the staff of Uastern Parkwaye iirc. 


atAulaire is her sistere This book is re- 


viewed in the "Liorary Journel" for love 
lste 


uth Peckham Tubby, formerly of Bj, is 
the translator of "The Golden Chick and 
tne Magic Frying Pan," by Jeanne Chardon, 
from the French, publishec by ‘Mhitman, 
Chicago, as one of their "Junior Press 
Bookse" 


The Library Journal for lovanber lst, 
contains an article by Irene Siaitn en- 
titlec "Reference Books for Cnildrene"” 


-0o-0-0- 
The unsisned article on tne Abernethy 


Library in Vermont, which apoearecé in the 
Octobcr nunber of "Among Ourselves" was 


contributed by iiss Fe. ilargaret Rebenilau 


of Bedford Branche 


The anonymous "Lamcnt for Leonarda' wes 
NOT written by anyone at tne Leonard 


Branche Perhaps we snould not say "anon- 


ynous,' sincc, in View of its authorsnip, 


it was quite aporovristcly signed "Mcowe" 


L 
-0-0-0- 
On cntcring her library one morning the 


or2noh Librerian wes asked to have, some 
books snifted so that the wood-workcrs 


could continue with thcir cleaninge Some 
of the staff wore callcd in and the shift- 
ing was donee On returning to the office 
the librarian hcsrd one of the men remark 


in toncSof great admiration, "They work, 
they dos" 
"ho work?" askec the librariane 
"Them ladics do," roeplicd the mone 
wyhy, in five minutes ticvy did whet it 
would taie us a whole day to do." 
BJ 


im) YORK LIBRARY CLUB 


Many of the staff have lately received 
from ne a letter of invitation to join 
the New York Library Club, and more let- 
ters will be sent out soon. I hove that 
Brooklyn will be able to revort a fair 
quota of new members by January first, 
when the club will make up its menbershiv 
directorye The New York Publie Library 
and SJueens Borough Public Library have al- 
reacy gotten large responses from their 
drive for new imemberse 


According to President Jemnie Flexer, the 
New Yor?: Library Club is the oldest li- 
brary club in the country, this being its 
fifticth yeare ‘ic are fortunate in hav- 
ing such an organization for our local 
professional affiliationse Hereaftcr ad- 
mission to its incetings and Saturday af- 
tcrmoon teas is by membcrship tickct, 
which is issued upon payment of one -dol- 
lar, the annual fcce Full details will 
befound in tne letters addresscd to non- 
membc rse 
Prone. Sn th 

Chairman for Brooklyn 

New York Library Club 

Membership Comnittce 


-0-0-0-— 


Marricd — Madeline Rita Slowe~ (™) to 
Francis Thomas “icPartlin, November 2%th, 
at Sag Harbor, ie Ye 


Marricd — Lillian =. Abernethy (M) to 
Paul Be Volverton 


Born — To ire & MrSe Je &- Cross (ii), a 
aaughter, Novembcr 4th, 1935. 


S6aC—0- 


Surah Ae Board (Bj), gave a talk recently 
to the Business and Profcssional Women's 
Club of the Central Congregational Church, 
Brooklyne Hcr subject was "Brownsville 
Chilcrents Library und some of its oldest 
borroworse"’ iiiss Thackray, who is @ mom 
ber of the club, brought a number of ncw 
books as sugecstions for Christmas pre- 
scntsSe 
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RESIGNATION OF MRe FROTHINCHAM 
Two letters 


November 21, 1935 


7. 


My cesar ire Frothingham;: 


The Staff Association has recently heard 


Coos 


signing from the Library was that I should 
losc touch with the Staff with whom I have 
worked for so many yearse They are an un- 
usually fine body of women whom I was 
proud to scrve in any way that I might. 
Please give them all my kindcst remem 
branees and thanks. 


Faithfully, 


£ your resignation from the Board of | 


Trustees of the Brooklyn Public Library 
necessitated by the state of your health. 
Wwe cannot permit your long association 
with the staff to end without exvressing 


Theodore Le Frothingham 


-0-0-0- 


our deep appreciation of all that you have|Miss Mary Tuttle is attending the course 


stood for these many yearse 


You have given unsparingly of your valu- 
able time and thought to the upbuildins 
of this institutione With steadfast pur- 
pose and straightforward action you have 
unswervingly upheld the best interests of 
the Brooklyn Public Library-e Whenever the 
staff has called on you for help you have 
given it unspsringly and generouslye Your 
work with the Boody Fund has been espec= | 
ially notewortnye 


The staff of the Brooklyn Library fecls a 
deep sense of loss in relinquishing ties 
of many years standing. They will miss 
the many outstanding cualitics cisplayed 
in your long years of trusteeshipe 


Deeply regretting the necessity for your 
retirement, the staff, through the Staff 
Association, hopes you will soon be res= 
tored to health and wishes you many pleas 
ant years of active interests. : 


Respectfully, 


Helcn Be Hamlet,. President, 
Staff Association 


Corinne Shepparc, Secerctary, 
staff Association 


4 December 1935 
Dear Mrse Hamlct;: 
Thank you very much for the resolutions o 


the Staff Association which you so kindly 
sont mee One of my lifc's regrets m re=- 


on modern fiction given by John Chamberlain 
at the New School of Social Researche Al+ 
though an experiencedwriter and critic 


jthis is the first course of lectures Mr. 


Chamberlain has given and his technique is 
not yet perfecte On 2 recent evening Miss 
Tuttle found herself sitting beside a very 
attractive young woman whoin she had notic-— 
ed at previous lectures of the sericse 
During a recess the two found themselves 
chatting together, discussing the lectures 
and the lecturere Finally, after several 
other comments, the young woman somewhat 
irritably said; "I do wish he would re- 
peat the questions so that we all might 
hear theme" 


Feeling by this time that the. young person 
was 4&2 bit too critical Miss Tuttle said; 
"There's something about him, though, that 
Tistalily like, don't your” 


mrhy--yes--I do,'t answered the other, "You 
sce-—he's my husbande" 


— 


lire Ralph Me Dunbar, formerly of the 
Brooklyn Public Librory as Superintendent 
of Supplics, and as Superintendent of the 
Department of Traveling Librarics, has re- 
eccived a grant from the American Library 
Association for a Fellowship at the Usi- 
versity of Chicago for 1935-36. iir. 
Dunbar, who has becn assistant librarian 
of Towa Statc Collego, has taken és his 
subject: "The administre2tive control of 
university librarics in the Unitcc Stétese’ 


~ 
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Mrse Je Je Healy (Louise Smibert) has moved 


from Now Rochelle and is now living in 
New Yorke 
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A MEDIUM OF COMMUNICATION FOR THE STAFF OF THR BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Edited by the Publicity Committee of the Be Pe Le Staff Association in co-operation 
with the Branch Staff Representatives 


-I am availing myself of this pleasant op- 


Adelaide A» Kemedy, Chairman (F) 
Marjorie Se Ladd (Zp) 
Alice Fe Hale (K) 


+ - = 


VOLUITE III 
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GREETINGS FROM JUDGE GARVIN 


As the year 1936 opens, with its responsi- 
bilities, its duties, its possibilities, 


portunity of sending to all you members 
of the Staff my cordial good wishes and my 
complete confidence that I may rely upon 

your continued loyalty upon which I have 

come to depend and which I prize so high- 
lye 


May you all have a wonderful year and may 
our happy association together continue 
for many years to conee 


Bdwin Le Garvin 


President of the Board of Trustecs 


OUR NEW TRUSTESS 


On December 14th, Mayor LaGuardia an- 
nounced the appointinent of Lauson Stone 
and Henry Ae Ingraham as members of the 
Board of Trustees of the Brooklyn Public 
Librarye 


Mre Stone is an attorney with offices at 
150 Broadway and lives at 41 Garden Place, 
Brooklyne He was born in New York City 
in 1904 and attcnded Harvard College and 
the Colwnbia University Law Schoole He 

is a son of Justice Harlon F- Stone of the 
United States Supreme Courte 


The second appointee to the library board, 
Mre Ingraham, is also an attorneye He is 
marricd, has four children am lives at 
363 Adélphi Strect, Brooklyne He is a 
director and vicc president of the Brook- 
lyn Academy of Musice 


ee 


JANUARY, 1936 


Elizabeth Schneidewind (Keg) 
Marilla V. Williams (W) 
Jean Le Ross (Bo) 


NUMBER IV 
BRIDGH REPORT A SUCCESS 
UNITTD COUNCIL PLANS BENEFIT 


The results of the Tri-Borough bridge, 
sponsored by the United Staff Association, 
exceeded all expectationse On the first 
evening, 646 people came to play in the 
Hast Ball Room of the Hotel Commodore. 

On the second night 737 appeared, making 
a total of 1,383 for the two evenings. 


The financial statement submitted by Miss 
Bess Fay Shiploy, chairman, is as follows: 


Reecipts-- 


Tickets $ 2,077.29 
Prizes, candy, cigarettes,ctce 26% 51 


To tal 2,742 080 

uxpenses 
Hotel and tips 233 200 
Prizcs 149.57 
Miscecllane ous 25-07 
Total 4.12.64 


Net Income $ 1,930-16 
As Was announced, the moncy was raised so 
that the Association may have working cap= 
ital with vhich it will attempt to cstab- 
lish a fund for prior service in pensionse 
The Council has felt that we can begin 
this best by giving a benefit performance. 
The plan will be presented for aporoval to 
the members at amecting of the Associa- 
tion next ycare 


This prior service find probably needs 

some explanation. It has been pointed out 
to us very clearly that even if we are suc- 
cessful in entering into @ pension scheme, 


tee 


one hospital case from our group = see = 
what a protection the plan has already 
proved to Dée 


Marion Ee Williams, Chairman, 
Hospi tal Coumittee 


eee 


DECEMBER MEETING OF CHILDREN'S LIBRART ANS 


The December meeting of children's li- 
brarians, held at Midwood Branch, was 
made a very enjoyable occasion by the 
Midwood staffe Many of those attending had 
not seen the new quarters, and its Christ-— 


inmas trimmings gave it further attractions 


for the visitorse 


Miss Hunt opened the meeting by introduc- 
ing the branch librariam, Miss Tuttle, 
who cordially velcaned the more than fif- 
ty memberse The meeting was then turned 
over to Miss Irene Smith for a discussion 
of & subject which warmly concerns child- 
ren's librarians: rewriting the greet 
classics of children's literature to 
bring them down to the new vocabularly 
scalee Last summer the anyearance of the 
Thorndike Library stirred wide indigna-~ 
tion, for book-lovers were stout in main- 
taining that no one has a right to tamper 
with a literary masterpieces Thorndike's 
actual alterations of style and removal 
of vocabulary "obstacles" in Harthorne's 
Wonder Book, Heidi,Pinocchio, and 
Anderson's Fairy Tales, were domonstra+ 
ted by ilrse Elcanore Clift, Miss Annie 
Jackson and Miss Winifred Jacksone 


Miss Snith next read a report on sub- 
scription sets for children, containing 
comparative evaluations of Compton's 
Pictured Encyclopedia, World Book Ency- 
clopedia, and Britannica Junicr.e 


Miss Hunt conducted tho rest of the mect- 
ing, taking up several special items and 
giving the usual noticese She comnent- 
ed upon the Book Weck oxhibits and up- 
on the story telling reports made by the 
children's librarims after thy mad 
spent several months studying the ap 
proved story hour liste The final fea- 
ture was an account given by Miss Smith 
of 2 Christmas shopning tour she made to 
the New York book stores where the lar- 
Sest number of children's books are sold. 


Luncheon had b 
of children's 
uirse Mary Wye 
and Dorothy Wi 


e€en provided by a committee 
librarians consisting of 
&s chairman, Betty Groves, 
ebrugge, with great assis~ 


tance from the ifidwood staff. All of 


their arrange 


ents were thoroughly avvrec- 


lated by everyone. 


NEW 


The New York L 
a directory of 
join now will 


YORK LIBRARY CLUB 


ibrary Club is preparing 
its members, and those who 
be listed thereine However, 


the time is short, so if you wish to be- 


long to the cl 
lar at once to 


ub, please send your dol- 


Irene Smith 
One Hanson Place 
Membership Chairman 
for Brooklyn 


BOOKS 1 HAVE ENJOYED 


Cather 
Frost 
Hudson 
Ibsen 
Maeterlinck 
enn 

$mi th 


Tago xe 
Undset 


Valpole 


Grayson, David 
Irving, Re Le 
Lane, Nose We 
otoddart, Char 
Ward, Fe Ke 


Wilson, Ee He 


E 
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ily Antonia 

Mountain interval 

Green mansions 

Plays 

Treasurers of the humble 
Buddenbrooks 

Outline of modern »8inte 
ing in Durove and America 
Gitanjali (Song offerings 
Trilogy (Bridal wreath, 
ilistress of Husaby, Cross 
Sortitude 


Marion Ee Williams (Bu) 


The friendly road 
Ge Romance of mountaineering 
Let the hurricane roar 
les Shanks mare 
Plant hunting on the 
edge of the world 
Plant hunting 2 Ve 


- Christine Smith (Ad) 


The article in the Library Journal for 


January 1, 193 
(page 3) entit 


6, on the To the Editor page 
led Creative Managemcnt by 


fe Beatrice Young, is another profess- 


ional remindcr 


for the New Ycare 
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Every branch was trinmec with Christmas 
wreathes, and syecial story hours, spec- 
if#l exhibts, and luscious parties are 
heard of from all directions. 


The Administret ion Devartment ave a sur- 
prise birthday narty in honor of ifr. 
Connor on January. 6the <A good time was 
had by alle (The apple-jack punch was 
delicious — and = did the music go round 


ana round=???? They had flowers tove 


The Rules Committee, having spent untold 
hours toiling, perspiring and (if the 
whole truth be confessed) arguing violent- 
ly over the coming (How long coming?) 
"Revision," one or two members felt that 
a break was duee On the Saturday morning 
before Christmas the membors entered an 
orfice transformed by candles, candy, 4 
Christmas tree (very tiny) and a Santa 
Claus chimney fron which trailed glitter- 
ing silver ribbons 


Straightway all began pulling the silver 
cords and lot mysterious packages emermed. 
Who shall picture the transnorts of de- 
light as marvelous objects dtart (vurchas- 
ed at Woolworths, Kresge & Co's) came in- 
to the possession of impecunious librar= 
ians? In the midst of the hilarity, the 
Chief Librarian, on his rounds to sce his 
veople busily at work, came upon the 
secice Diplomacy was cqual to the oc= 
casione ‘The charming gifts dravm by the 
Chief dispelled any »ossible gathering 
frowns from disapproving browse 


At 9:20 most traccs 
arocared and the 


of the orgy had dis-= 
scone gn?" 130s": had 
changed from one of Christmas mellovness 
LO°Ats visual’ *Poeeecs Se Ratna atnios- 
phere of Saturday morningse 


Children's annual candlec- 
light story-hour was held on Thursday , 
December 26the The branch lookcd very 
gay with two Christmas trccs, many can- 
dies and a grand oven firce About one 
hundred and twenty-five children enjoyed 
the hour with the librarimse 


The Brownsville 


-¢cé the 


shortly bofore Chris tnas, Irvine cclehrete 
season by ee ne a tea me a fow 
fricnds and former assistants “Te hoxe 


our gucsts cnjoved it sy) much as we did. 


a 


TAS THT TREK BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
% a 
'Mid paint vots and varnishes an OA 
Tho we may roan e \ "y D Ly ' 
‘4 - 4 gut 
As Christmas aporoaches Ww ae 
| . wie 


Ma calls pane wee home e: “exist 
jy SE nee 


In the whisk of an cyc, the "J"' room became 
a Romp Room for all that Macon could claim. 


The tree was all set by the ingicnook fire 

With lights a11 a-glcoming, for to sce and 
admire e 

They romped thro the mazes of "Beano", for 
prizes, 

And selected their choice from an assort- 
ment of sSizeSe 


A twinkling of toes 'neath @ curtain was 
shown, 

And guesses were rife as to who which did 
OWN e 


™hen they hied to the tables 
ind partook of good cheer, 
And MA urvcu ner children 

To return every yeare 


(With apologies for mixed metres3) 


New Utrecht had a Christmas party with a 
table beautifully set. ‘Ye had place cards, 
favors, and nlenty of good things to eat. 
Hveryone was invited including the PeWeA- 
workers vhno hed presents from the staff. 


On Fridsy, Decembcr 27, the Prospect staff 
gave a Cimistmes tea, which was attended 
by about forty gucsts, including Mrse 
Ferguson md members of the staff from 
other branche se he tea was served on 

the balcony which was very attractively 
decorated with pine boughs, holly and red 
candlese In the Crildren's room there was 
a jarge Christmas tree decorated in blue 
and silvere Rcfreshnaecnts consisted of 
sandwiches, cookics, cakes, tca, coffce 
and rum punche 


OPS 
Stan ee 


SHEEPSHEAD BY-THE-SEA 


Sheepshead Bey was fortunate this Crist 
mas in having Miss Barbara Smith of 
Brownsville Children's as a guest star 

for their story houre Miss Smith enters 
tained about forty alert youngsters with 
several charmingly told Christmas storiese 


Before a crackling fire in a real brick 
fire-place, Miss Smith made giants and 
fairies and S.nta Claus seem fascinating- 
ly reale Each time Santa was mentioned 
in the stories the eager faces of the 
children would turn smilingly to the 
great red cardboard Santa Claus standing 
in a corner of the room, 2s if to welcome 
an old fricnd ani include him in their 
merry-makinge 


Since Sheepshead Bay, alas, is unused to. 
the luxury of a weekly story hour it 
brings their yearly story telling time an 
added novelty and excitement, shared a= 
like by borrowers anc staff. Many thanks 
to Mrse De Gogorza and Miss Smith. 


MISS BOIES'S CHRISTMAS READING 


While bitterly cold and wintry weather 
prevailed on the night of December 20th, 
the sctting for Miss Boies's reading of 
"The Other Wise Man": was one of warmth 
and Christmas Cheere Lighted candles 
burned in each windowsill, and a tree, 
gleaming vith wari-colorced lights and sil- 
ver icicles, formed a background for the 
story-tellere 


Aporoximatcly 83 pcople were present, an 
mong whom were ire Sullivan and Mr. Eaton, 
Trustees of the Brooklyn Public Library, 
who both spoke a few words in greetinge 


In the afternoon of the same day, the 
Children's Room was overflowing with some 
215 children, who sat in all available 
chairs, on tables, and on the floor vhile 
they hoard the “Great Walled Country" 
told by irse Stewart and the "Voyage of 
the Wee Red Cap", told by Miss Klinge 

A surprise party and misccllancous shower 


was given in honor of Mrse Paul Wolverton 
of Montague, formerly Miss Lillian Abcr- 


| Borough bridge, that's newse 


nethy of Brownsville, at the home of Mre 
and Mrse Igor Akramoff, on the night of 


January 4, 19366 The fascinating games, 
delectable refreshments, surprise gifts, 
and last but not least, the new husband, . 
created a pleasant and lasting memory of 
the hapoy occasione 


~~ 


SUCCESS STORY 


A merry hum of voices, fast and furious 
bidding, grand slams, no trumps, chess 
masterpieces, lost jigsaw puzzle fragments, 
dropoved stiches in the baby's sweater, and 
the evening was under ways ‘hy my dears 
Didn't you attend the social event of the 
season? What do I mean? Why, the Tri- 
Borough Bridge of course. 


| At & committee meeting, one of the members 


remarked, "When the city builds a Tri- 
And’ when the 
United Staff Association of our Library 
systems plan a Tri-Borough Bridge Party, 
that @lso is NEWSe' 


j New York, Queens and Brooklyn turned out 


en-masse with friends and rclatives, to 
support the Bridge Party held at tr Com- 
modore Hotel on Decembcr 9 and 10, 1935. 
Brooklyn forged.ahead in ticket sclling, 
much to the delight of the committec, who 
were rathcr dubious when offered 1000 of 


| the 5000 tickcts printcde 


Monday proved to be Brooklyn night, with 
the majority of the prizes and raffles 
being won by Brooklynitese Miss Burdett 
of Macon won one of the door vrizces, which 


} proved to be ten dollars in the form of 


& brand new bill, and two of the raffles 
also went to her lucky numberse Miss 
Faith Allen was anothcr of the winners. 


os 


300 new titles added to the Librar~ in 
1935, were in the following languages; 
Arabic, Chinesc, Danish, Dutch, Esperanto, 
French, German, Italian, Japanese, Hebrew, 
Norwegian, Polish, Russian, .Latin, Scr- 
bian, Syriac, Slovakian, Swedish, Spanish, 
Yida@ishe 


Sylvia Robinson (Cd) 
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Rumor —- That Miss Bertha Renxen (T), is 
engared. : 
The Department of Library Extensicn is 
moving to 180 Lawrence Street about the 

first of Februarye 

Mre Leigh's (T), stamp club contimes to 
flourishe Several children at Kinss 
County Hospital received new stamp albums 
for Christmas, which considerably stin- 
ulated their interest. Any stamps sent 
to Mre Leigh will be much appreciated by 
the childrene 


Miss Dorothy Me Thistlethwaite (P), has 
been granted a year's leave of absence to 
do sOme spécial work at Bryn Mawre She 
Will be with us until the first of Feb- 
ruary e 


Bay Ridge is agogt Two borrovers are ap-= 


pearing on Broadway in what promises to be. 


long runs3 


Shirley Poirier, 9 years, who became fam- 
ous as the Brooklyn Shirlcy Temple last 
spring, is now 2 rung or so up the ladder 
of successe She was one of the most agile 
of monkeys in walter Hampden's “Achillics 
had 2a heels" she pleyed in'"Let Freedom 
Ring," and now is very proud of being in 
Helen Hayes' new play, "Victoria Regina.’ 


Miss Maric Burke, anothcr borrower at Bay 
Ridge is in the cast of Sidney Kingsley's 
new play "Dead Ende" 


SS een’ 


An cxtract from Miss Ae Mabel Barrow's 
Christmas letter to Brownsvills, which ,w 
belicve will be of general intcrcst: 


"This morning we woke to find a heavy fog, 
and knew it beforchand because of all the 
foghornse It's really fun to lic and lis- 
ten to theme One boat sounds like 4 clax- 
on, anothcr like & penny whistlc, a third 
is crying ‘Hclpt' and if the atmospheric 
conditions arc right, cach blast is echocd 
from the Ricge above us, while ansvering 
them at intcrvals is thc Pt. Atkinson horn 
which says 'I'm drunkt and having rencat= 


ed it six time, he finishes by a long 
arax’ "Ah=m-m—m-m-m drunkt. At any rate 
he Ilcts them know his location, which of 
course is &@ helpe 


sometime ago talking of the foghorns and 
the echoes which often prolong and blend 
with the next blast, a resident told us 
that a skillful captain can often vick up 
an. echo ( and so get his position), from 
a floating logs I thoveht it a 'tall 
tale*, but later a Vancouver paper record~ 
ea the running aground near Alaska of a 
steamboat in a heavy fog, due, said the 
article, to the captain's being umable to 
get an echo of any Kind by which to as- 
certain his whereabout se 


Fog is something else which has broken all 
records in British Columbia this yeare 

Let me see - first there was the heavy 
snow fall of last January, folloved by 
ecually heavy rains, next the floods, then 
the late spring (it usually arrives in 
February), the cool summer (we thought 
both seasons just rights), the un»recedent- 
ed freezing weathcr of November which 
finished the gardens (apyarently they last 
fairly well till Christmas), and now the 

2 er, tt 


Vencouver, BeCe December 17, 1925 


lirse Hdvard Saro of the New Rochelle Pubs 
lic Library, visited the Intermediate 
Devartment of Brownsville Children's re=- 
contlye She is once of several on her staff 
taking a three months course in library 
work with the adolescent under Miss LeFevre 
or the Syracuse Library Schoole 


A PARENT'S PROTEST TO PACIFIC 


“I sim-ned my nane on two slipse If you 
think, I have nothing to do you are crazicCe 
I have a lot of things on my mind, while 
vou have nothing that is why you have the 
poor child running back and forthe I came 
there myself to get & card and vou think 

it was a bank I came to rob vou make 2 big 
fuss over nothin, I am as wild as can bee" 


We hasten to assure -rou that the "wild" 
person has becn calmed and tt the "oor 
child" has his card --~ at 12ste 
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A MEDIUM OF COMMUNICATION FOR THE STAFF OF THE BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Edited by the Publicity Committee of the Be Pe Le Staff Association in co-overation 
with the Branch Staff Representatives 


Adelaide As Kennedy, Chairman (fF) 
Marjorie S. Ladd (Ep) 
Alice Fs Hale (XK) 


VOLUMS III 


MESSAGE FROM JUDGE GARVIN 
I should like the members of the Staff to 
know how much I apvreciate the fine ~- 
spirlt which was displayed during Doctor 
Ferguson's absencee He has returned res- 
tored to health, and it is a great grat- 
ification to the Bosrd of Trustees to 
realize that the vork of the Library has 
been carried on during the Chief Librar- 
ian's absence, and under the direction of 
Mre Connor, with so little impairment to 
the servicce For whis you members of the 
staff are responsible, and I am very 
Sratefule 

Sinccrely yours, 

Déwin Le Garvin 

February 18, 1936 


COVER CONTUST 


The Starfl Association again offers a 
prize of 5-00 for the best cover design 
for "Among Oursclvese' 


Designs may be of two types:- (1) In line 
onl, suitable for tracing with a stylus 
on mimcograph stencil payor. (2) A line 
cOlum blocks Size; A rectangle 7 by 9 5/8 
inchcse Entries close Moy lst, 1936+« 


SAVI THIS DATE 


Sweet flowers, soft music ond..-.-+.3 

Whet wo ere trying to say is that on 

March 29th = Sunday - we are holding 
| & tea at the Towers Hotel, Clark 


su 


Street near Villowe Be e to jot 
the date downs Details as to the 

} cntertcinment, ctce will follow 
shortlye 


The Social Committce 


MARCH, 


Wlizabeth Schneidewind (ig) 
Marilla V. Williams (%/) 
Jean Le Ross (Bo) 


— ———-- 


1936 NUMBUR VI 


CALSNDAR OF EVENTS 


Mare 22 — Outdoor Committee sponsors party 
at Ice Carnival 
Mare 29 =» Staff Association Teae Towers 


Hotele 


Apre 4 - Ne Ye Library Club monthly tea. 
Town Halle 
Apre 25 = Grade 2 & 3 meetings Discussion 


of advisable uniformity for 
rench workte Will you please 
send sussestions to any member 
of the committee? 
Coumittee:— Ruth Eastwood (#) 
Paith Allen Faith Allen (cr) 
Evel-m Kirkland (2) 
Helen Mills (T) 
Corrinne Shepoard 
(Bj) 
May ll=l6-<A6+6 Le Ae, Richmon, Vae 


TH. O=J COLD™CTION 


One of the most interesting collections of 
books being gathered by our library is 
that of old-time juveniles: the '0-Jt 
collection, which is necessarily under 
lock and key at present in the Pacific 
Chiléren's Room. It includes examnles o* 
readers, spellers, aritimetics, and »ooks 
on moralse A reecnt exhibit in the glass- 
ease shoved six diffcrent editions of 
Cinderella, published in jlbany, Philadel- 
phia, Cooperstown, London and Yorkshire, 
the latest date given, being 1820.2 In the 
Union Catalogue these titlics form a nice 
little cotalogue all thcir own, under the 
heading *Old+timc books for children? 


The organiz:tion of this collection bega: 
with the purchase, some twelve years ago, 
of the Vail collection of about four hun- 
dred and forty books, and it now numbers 
over eleven hundred volumese It covers 


dane 


- 2 


— 


publications from 1789 to 1865. The ad~ 
citions heave come by transfer from our 
branches, by gift, and by purchase from 
dealers snd sccond=hand books storcSe 


As an aid to the selection of titles 
which we hove to secure sometime, we use 
the Rosenbach catalogue of Barly American 
Children's bookse The history of this 
catalogue is interestinge In 1900, Dre 
Rosenbach fell heir to the collection of 


caught in the toils of the law for having 
punched him when he failed to return a 
borrowed booke 


That afternoon a library investigator 
goincd admitt’nee to the Symonds home and 


scized fifty-four volumes of bright new 
De Pe Ce'sS in the clothes closet of Meyer's 
roome Somehow, word of the seizure was 


sent to Meyer who could not be located 
until 8 GQeme the next morninge In the 


books gathered by his uncle, Moses Polock,|meantime, cirectead by his mother to recov- 


wno had been in the old book businesse 

The valuable examples of early American 
juvenilia in the collection interested 

him and he adced to them until he built 
up the finest collection of its kind in 
xistence to-daye The catalogue is the 
result of his intcreste 


Mhese books arc becoming harecr and hard- 
er to find but we gct a thrill somctimes, 
when wo find an item in the trash of a 
second-hand book storee ‘Je sometimes 
finc onc thet is not in the Rosecnbach 
catalomuc. 


at Pacific somctime am ask Miss 
Hart to let you sce some of these 0-J 
pookse They make a very interesting and 
fascinating exhibit. 


Drop in 


RY 
c 
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MISSING AY INUVENTO 
By John He Schutt 


Without a doubt, one of the most intercst- 
ing cases in the files of the Special 
Investigator was the Symonds-Schlcifman 
case of 1932. Like most socctacular 
cascs, its origin was purcly through ue 
fortunes Its successful conclusion ended 
the activities of a groun of thieves prey- 
ing upon the Duplicate Pay Collection. 


One day in April, a young man, perhaps | 
best descrived as a "stool~pizgeon," con- 
fided to &@ librarian that 2a Meyer Symonds 
was stealing library books and had sev- 
eral in his homee As proof of his ac= 
cusations, he presentec @ stolen volume 
which he claimed to have borrowed from 
Meyere His real motive for divulging 

this: information was not his public duty 
but a revengeful desire to see ieyer 


Le J 
lon 


er the books which he had given to friends, 
the boy spent the night gathering forty- 
hree more volumese 


Although the Symonds boy insisted tht he 
hed no accomplices, it wos finally learn 
ed that 2 Philip Schleifman spent 2 great 
deal of time in his company. A surprise 
visit to Schleifman'ts home found Philin 
still in bec anc before he was full; n= 
wake, ninet--five additional volumes hd 
been added to the casee A balance of 
tventy-eight volumes was surrendered 
the boys themselves on their numerous 
visits to administration. The final score 
stood at two hundred and twenty-one vol- 
uncs valuod at $475 0006 


yer 
es 


Meyer was seventccn years of agc and a 
high school student, while Philip was 
twonty and complcting his first year of 
collegee As cxolained by thc boys, Philip 
plamec the thefts and stood guard while 
Mcycr smugglicad th books out of the 
library in the waistband of his trouserse 
No legal action was filed against the 
boyse Perhaps the most amazing fact of 
the case was that the entire collection 
was stolen from only two branches in two 
weeks! timee 


UNITED STAPF ASSOCIATION 

At a meeting on Jameary 16, 1936, the 
United Staff Association authorized the 
Council to male plans for a benefit per- 
formance for @ prior service fund. 


Since then, Mre Polk, President of the 
Board of Trustees of the New York Public 
Library; Judve Garvin, President of the 
Board of Trustees of the Brooklyn Public 
Library; and lire Groh, President of the 
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Board of Trustees of the Quecnsboro Public 
Library, met with members of the Council 
of the United Staff Association to discuss 
the problems involved in the questions of 
pensionse As a result of this conference, 
the plans for 2 benefit at this time have 
been deferred until later, so that the 
Trustees may have time to discuss with 
some of the City officials various qucs- 
tions which must be considerede “iean- 
While, the moncy raised from the bridge 
partics has been put out at intcrest, 
pending further devcloypments which are 
expected as a result of the conference to 
be held in the near future. 

Gracc A» Conway, 

Pre siden t 


NOTE @20M DR- SONDHSIMET 


"The 15=minutes recess for WPA workers has 
been discontinue de" 


BOOKS I HAVE ENJOYED 


Aldrich White bird flying 

Cronin Hatter's Castle 

Jacks athical factors of the 
present crisis 

Johnson low in November 

Leonard Tools of to-morrow 

Lincoln February Hill 

Nathan One more spring 

Travers Mary Poppins 

Laln House of Oxile 


Lillian M. Foley (G) 


What fori of name do you “ise? 
The Library of Congress enters books by 
Claire Spencer, Jolm “vans, and Mabel 
Dodge Jahan under the following forms: 
Spencer, Claire 
Svans, Jom 
Iuhan, Mrse Mabol (Ganson) Dodge 


Once would never guess from these three 
forms that the three prsons wre related, 
cither by blood or by marringe. 


Mabcl Dodge Luhan was born Mabel Gansone 
In hor carly twenties she was marricd to 


Carl Evans, by whom she had one son, John 
Genson Evanse Her first husband died, and 
in 1902 she married Edwin Dodge, from whom 
she was separated some ten years later, 
and subsequently divorced. In 1°1% she 
went to New Mexico with her next husband, 
Maurice Sterne, from whom too she was lat- 
er divorcede Thereupon sle lived with and 
finally married (in 1923) Antonio Luhan, 

a Taos Pueblo Indiane 


John Evans, the novelist, is doubtless the 
John Ganson Evans referred to above, be-— 
cause his present publisher, Alfred A. 
Knopf, informs us that he is the son of 
Habel Dodge Luhane Furthermore, Mre Knopf 
tells us that he is married to Claire 
Spencer, the author of "Gallows Orchards" 


LITSRARY NOGES 


In the February issue of "Scfibner's," 
actimr Hobson Quinn, Dean of the Univer 
sity of Pennsylvania, says: "One of the 
most intcresting clements in the lives of 
great men has been the records of the 
booxs they heave read, especially in their 
formative yearse The mute testimory of 
the Librarian's records at the University 
of Virginia, for cxanmmle, shows how wide 
were Poets intrrcests in that one short 
vcare But the modern library's card 
system, which destrovs the record when it 
is completed, will make it imvossible ‘or 
the future historian to know what was 
read by the great men who arc now going 
through college, and there are more of 
them than is generally sun»noscds 


ee 


The house-journal of Chaynman & Hall, vub— 
lishers, of Loncon, the first numbcr of | 
which reecntly spocaread, is called "Bc 
tween Ourselvese'" Another unconscious 
tributc to ‘Among Ourselves" and the 
Brooklyn Public Librarye It will be re- 
calicd that when "Among Ourscilvcs" was 
first projected, back in 1917, the choice 
of title was reduccd to thc two altor- 
native oncs;=— "Betvoen Oursclves" and 


"Among Oursclvcse" The lattcr won oute 
According to "Authors Today and Yesterday," 
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PERCENTAGESS PRIDS38 PROF SSIONAL SPIRITS 
On March first of this year, 40 per cent 
of the professional menbers of the BePeLe 
staff had paid their dues to the New York 
Library Association in 1935 or 1936. In 
1935, 59 per cemt of our staff were pid 
up members of the NeYeLeAe Why the dif- 
ference? 


In 1933, Dre Ferguson, our own chief, was 
President of the Associatione I suppose 
we supoorted hime ie had pride in ow 
ovme Today, Mre Frederick G. Mclcher is 
Presidente Although not a librarian, Mre 
Melcher stands high in a business which 
is very closely allied to use ‘Ve ought 
to be glad that he would consent to serve 
as Presidente Let's get behind him and 


show him that there is still a fine loyal- 


ty in Brooklyne Let's show him that li- 
brarians can stand together. In 1933, 
Brooklyn's support of the NeYeleAe was a 
byword throughout the statee Letts make 
it true again today. 


mhe amual dues are one dollar. With the 
few thousand dollars that the Association 
receives from dues every year, the Coun- 
cil does & splendid work for the librar- 
ies throughout the states We owe it to 
ourselves and to the profession in gen- 
eral to support the State Association. It 
so hapvens that the greater part of the 
professionally trained librarisons in the 
state are located right here in New York 
Citye We cannot go back on our brethren 
upstate by refusing our supvorte Thcy 
need it and our ducs are @ very substan- 
tial cvidence of ite 


The annual meeting this year will be at 
Lake Mohonke Plan to attond, but first 
pay your Gucse 


You will reccive shortly a sheet which 
shows just when every member of your staff 
last paid their ducse If you are behind 
in payment, two dollars (for 1935 and 
1936) will rcinstate youe If you have 
nover joined, do it nowe Try to have your 
branch 100 per ccnt.e 


You can forward thc money to me or you can 
sond it direct to Miss Ross at thc 
Grosvenor Library, Buffalo. 


Ce ee ee ee ee 


| 


A 


Only do ite Keep uv our renutation. 
Ee Christine Smith 
for the Membership Committce 


os 


AMONG THOSE PRESENT 

Familiar faccs from the Home Borough of 
Brooklyn were recognized at four tables 
in the banquct room of the Hotel Picrre 
where the Fifticth Anniversary Dinner of 
the New York Library Club was held on the 
ovening of February twenticthe 


Contrary to the appalling tendency among 
library folk to economize and promote 
informal affairs these days, the Library 
Club Council, in an unprecedented burst 
of enthusiasm and extravagance, voted to 
celebrate such an auspicious occasion in 
the grand manner -~ formally, at one of 
the swankiest hostelries in towne A de- 
licious dimer, faultlessly served, was 
topped off with that Epicurean tour de 
force -- ice cream molds with electrical 
effectse 


President Jennie M- Flexncr, opened the 
speechifying part of the program with & 
few gracious words, and read a number of 
teleerams and letters from distant mem- 
bers of the Club who were unable to be 
presente Dr. Frederick >. Kennel, Pres- 
ident of the Carnegie Cor‘oration, 

friend and counselor or librarians, served 
as toastmaster for the occasion. Dre 
Arthur E. Bostwick, Librarian of the 5t. 
Louis Public Library, and President of 

the Club in 1891 and two later years, talk- 
ed about "the past fifty years," recall- 
ing many highly entertaining professional 
episodes in the lives of such famous past 
members as Melvil Dewey, Mary Wright 
Plummer, end John Cotton Danae The sec- 
ond speaker, Dre Louis R- Wilson, Pres- 
ident of the American Library Association, 
spoke about "The next fifty yeors," out= 
lining 2 challenging and formidable or- 
ray of future library objectivcese In 
fact, sanc of the younger members began 

to fecl a bit apprchensive about future 
responsibilities - while a fcw of the old- 
er members doubtless felt relicved by 

the reflection that perhaps they vould 
not be confronted with mamy of thc pro= 
digious responsibilitics of the futurce 

It was the unanimous opinion of those pre=- 
sent that the occasion was a notable suc 
CCSSe 
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LIBRARY YRITIVG 


The Professional Committee has received 
the following amouncement: 


Libr-.»7 writing, a nonresident course in 


gis, Annotations, Letters, Library 
Publicity, Magazine Articles, and Ruvortse 


re ee 
ce De ak 


Prepared and conducted by Mre De Henry 
Herrick, MeAe, and experienced university 
teacher of writing and library school 
trainings Library ‘/ritin, teaches both 
how to write = and what to write -— for a 
librarye 


Dividec into twenty assiznments to be 
chosen from a total of forty, "Library 
Writing" provides for specialization and 
for adaptation to current needse And in- 
dividual method of instruction facili- 
tates the preparation of assignments. 
Conerste library problems sive moreover, 
an crientation into librarianshipe Fee, 
with »rovision for monthly payments, $18. 


Recistrations are invitede A card to 
Taylor School of “riting, Box 433, 
Berkeley, California, will bring full in- 
formatione 


ot 


ADULT UDUCATION 


This year two of the branches of the 
Brooklyn Public Library have been asked 
to aid in the Experimental Reading Study 
which is being carried on by the Adult 
Uducation Department of Teachers College. 


At a tea given in the attractive rooms of 
the ‘fenen's Faculty Club in January, “Irse 
Morriss explained the plan and asked the 
céoperation of the branch libraries in the 
work with their neighboring =vening 
Glementary Schoolse 


The object of the study is the selection 
and preparatien of appropriate reading 
material for men 4nd women whose educat- 
ional opportunities have been limited. 


5 
v7 
reed 


All have tried to sundly to these 

borrowers, books simply written, which 
at the same time prescnt thcir matcrial 
with adult aspeal, know the ciscourage- 


mentse 


}acdcded members for the 


Frequently the onl: books avail- 
able are those classified as juvenile, 
indicating on their title pages that they 
are intended for the young peoplee It is 
in the hove that the vresent experiment 
may contribute to an iimprovea book col- 
lection for this groun of potential read- 
ers, that the Pacific Branch has agreed to 
aid in the work with the evening school 
at the former Pe 5. 15, on 3rd Avenue 

and State Street. 


The “xtension Department has supplied a 
traveling library case and helped us to. 
secure many of the books on the list which 
forms the basis of this year's studye 
Other titles have bcen sent by the pub- 
lishers, Who are also interested in this 
subject. Once a veek the class is visite 
by the librarian and after a short book 


talk, the students select books for home 
reading. These are later discussec in 


class as 2 part of oral “nglish, and »rief 
book notes are written by exch student. 


Neecless to sav, we are honing that one o* 
the by-products of the exxriment will be 
library. 


Several other branches arc cooxncrtin™ 
with the Pes-1¢'s Institute in a similer 
pro ject. 


OUR HOSBIS 


The Junior Librarians are aiming to makc 
cnthusiasm fashion.bic-. 

The Voice of Experience among librarians 
has been trying to vocalize the vocation . 
for los’ these many years; our ambition 

is to activate you into airing your avo- 
cation. 

“Me have reason to think that the hobbies 
ana handicrafts and collections of the 
staff are many and varied and interesting. 
After all these are the things that give 
us a beneficent balance: my collection of 
Old Valentines, yours of Brooklyn srints, 
BReHelfe's collection of cedications from 
bookse Or in the creative line, 1-BeCe's 
newsvaver ancecotes, ReJeMe's informal 
essays and PeB3eCets stabs at writing the 
short, short storye 

Not to mention the very fine collections 
of foreign colls, Szechoslovakian cm- 
broiceries, and Incian handwork thet hve 
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come into being as an avoeation hangover 
from &@ vacatione 

Confide to ‘Anons Ourselves" some of these 
for our edification and inspiration’. 


Wao nwaows? Some onc, inheriting an old 
homestad may find a garretful of junke 
Junk to them but treasures to youe And 
if your avocation is openly listed in 
our editorial offices & "sweup" or & more 
dignified donation might resulte 


et eHe 


DAHIBITS 


The Williamsburgh Branch is having an ex- 
hibition of foods, cooking, and household 
economicse The Children's Museum has co- 
operated by lending charts of various 

food industries with samples of the food~ 
stuffs in the many processes of refinement 


The exhibit is grouped around 2 miniature 
night club, a Colonial kitchen, © draw 
ing room sct for 2 buffct swuoper, and a 
small "Nancy" who is visiting us from the 
Criléxrents Roome The exhibit has reccived 
a great decal of favorable comment from 

the publice 


Meaolcton has had a very interesting Boy 
Scout exhibite A local scout troup dis- 
played handicraft in the two Library 
windowse This cxhibit has attracted a 
ereat deal of attention and 2 number of 
recuests for menbership in their organ- 
ization have rcsultcde 


Through the courtesy of thcir tcacirr, 
Mrse Gibbons, the opportunity cless of 
PeSe 54 has loand Bedford 2 pnique cx- 
hibit, designed to illustrete the life 
and customs of the American Indiane The 
children made intricate models of tcpecs, 
hand looms, beed frams and a realistic 
nucblo villagce Colorful picccs of 
pottery, woven articles, od a marionctte 
made of crepe paper, add to the intcrest 
of the cxhibit. 


SUCCESS TO THS ROCHSSTER STALKERS 


The Staff Association ofthe Rochcstcr 
Public Library has scent us 2 copy of their 
new publication, the "Staff Stalker." They 
soy "tAmonge Oursclvest, your staff raver 


oe ae ee + ee ee + 


we found & grcat help in deciding what 
form and what contents such a paper should 
have .'' 


Se ean 


When are we flying? 


Many of the staff were enthusiastic over 
lire Nourse's suggestion to the Outdoor 
Com.ittee concerning &@ Dirigible ride. 


It has been found that this dirigible 
only operates in the summer timee Accord- 
ingly nothing can be done about it at 
present, but we shall look forward to the 
possibility next swmer. 

Outdoor Conmittee 


PERSONALS 


The excitement of moving the Department 

of Library Extension has been euite 
eclipsed by the sudden announcement of 

the impending marriage of one of the staff 


Christina Ie Davis is to be marricd to 

Howard Linc Putnam of “oreester, Mass., 
on March 16the After @ short trivn *hey 
will reside at %6 Crooke Avenuc. 


Mapleton staff gave a farewell lunchoon 
for Mrse iiargarct C.- Hiller, who has 
gone to Philadelvhia to live. Syecial 
guests for the occasion were Miss 
Schregler, of. Ke, iiiss Hascloff and Miss 
Johnson of Bhe ‘Jc had a very vlcasant 
time although rcgrctting th loss of our 
children's librariane 


ire Arthur We Covert has beon apjointed 
to our staff as a Spccial Assistant to 
the Chicf Librarian and will continuc 
the vork begun by Mre Surguy who resigns 
cd some time agoe 


Miss Bertine ‘/leston was a recent lunchcon 
fucst at the Williamsburgh Branche Miss 
Weston, vho is Editor of "The Library 
Journal," is a former “illiamsburgh 

staff membere 


On February 19, Miss O'Gara of ‘illiams- 
burgh spoke to a group of thirty prin- 
cinals, at a mecting with the District 
Sunerintendent, at Public School 50« 


The talk was on thc iutilation of library 
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books with special refcrence to scrap-= 
book pictures, and the principals were 
much impressed by the great amount of 
damage done to our diminishing non-fic~- 
tion collectionse Some agreed thet it 


was time to do away with scrap—books alto- 


zethere 


The fourth regular meeting of the Girls! 
Reading Club, which was organized in 
January at the Bedford Branch by Miss 
Burns, was held on February 27th, with an 
attendance of twenty-one memberse On the 
program for this mecting was an election 
of officers, the cntire proccdure being 
conducted by the girls themsclves.e The 
girls have showm @ keen interest in the 
new club and arc cagcr to cooperate and 
to make the venture @ successful once 


DIED - Fobruary 13th at Bound Brook, le Je 
Mrse Berkelcy McDowcll, mother of Grace 
Ee McDowell (Ep) 


NAMES 


From Bay Ridge Registration File;~ 
Hugh Shivors 

Virginia Ham 

Erna Hamburger 

Ida Takaroff 


Bedford's application file has, revealed 
that the following cclebritics have cards 
at that branch: 


Herbcrt Ce Hoover 
Oliver “cndell Holmes 
Rockwell Kent 

Paul Horgan 

LLoyd Douglas 

John Henry 

Marilyn Miller 

Prince Albert 

Quecn Isabella 

George and Mary Washington 
Bettie Black Herring 
Philiv Morris 


WATCH YOUR STEP 


In the "New Statesman and Nation" for 
February 1, 1936, GeWe Stonicr is made 
to say that "the stones in the river are 
like porposicse" 


NEW YORK LIBR" RY CLUS 


This, the last membershiy notice of the 
year, is just to mention that ynersons who 
join now are in good standing for the 
1936-37 club year, or until June %0, 1937. 
The April meeting is going to be esveciale 
ly interesting, with a musical vrogram 
everyone will enjoye The teas at the 
{sown Hall Club on the first Saturday in 
leach month have become quite an attraction 
too, and make & membership card more than 
ever worth havinge 
Irene Smith 
Membership Chairman for Brooklyn 


——— 


LIBRARY BONERS 


Request at Mapleton - 
"Librarian, have you ‘Mutiny on the bal- 
cony? Vi? 


Borough Park reports 2 small boy who wanted 
"10,000 kinks in the scae" 


A girl with 4 copy of "Options" by 0. 
Henry asked "Is this a good book on 
economics?" 


May I have 
Epstein?" 
The catalog reveals the fact that we do 
not have the book. 

"IT am not sure of tho author, do vou knov 
whethr the book is by Enstcin?" 

"The Unitcd States Catalog lists neither 
author or title." 

"That's too bad, all I know about the 
author is that he also wrote 'Ghosts.'" 


‘In memory of the people’ by 


"*Mhe Hoosicr Schoolboy’ was vreserved for 
moe! 


"Plcasc, Missis, kin I have a new.card? 
Minc is cxhaustcd."™ 


"May I have my card plecse? I put it in 
storage about six months cgoe" 


The horseback-riding cl@sses which were 
discontinued during the winter will start 
again on April lste Anyone who has hind 
2 few lessons is welcome to join uSe 
Outdoor Comnittee 
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A MEDIUM OF COMMUNICATION FOR THE STAFF OF TH=® BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Ecitec 


by the Publicity Committee of the Be Pe Le Staff Association in co-operation 


with the Branch Staff Representatives 


Adelaide A. Kennedy, Chairman (F) 


Marjorie S- Ladd (Ep) 
Alice F. Hale (K) 


a 


VOLUIE IIL 


CALANDAR OF EVZNTS 


Apre 23 = Grade 2 & 3 meeting 


Apre 25 = Regional Library Institute - 
Queens Borough Public Library, 
10 A. M. 

Apre 28 = Ne Ye Library Club meeting - 
McDowell Club, 8:15 PeM. 
contest closes 


May l = Cover 


May 11-16 - Ae Le As Richmond, Va. 


—— 


COVER CONT=ST 


Se O-. Se — Artists, do you realize that 
May lst is the closing date for the covor 
design contest? The prize is f 5e00, and 
the winning design will grace our cover 
for 1936-37. Submit as many entrics as 
you Wishe The ficld is still opcne 


Se 


MSMBURS OF THD STAFF ATTENDING 
THE Ae Le Ac 

Ad = Dre Milton Je Ferguson, Louis Me 
Nourse 
Mabel Horton, Sylvia Robinson, 
He Shaw, tlary Ve Wallis 
Mary de “hag digagres 
Elizabeth Ae Grav: 
Alicc Me Tuthill, Jean Le 
Re Swain 
Sarah je 
Sheppard 
Blanche Je Urquhart 
Mary Ue Dillon 
Mildred A. Rice 
Henrictta Ge Tutilc, Mary * 
=mma Ke Boyd 


Anna 


Ross, Hope 


Beard, Lois Be Ross, 


Se Colli: 


Corinnc|.; ag 


“8 |Tdontification was on SYe 


Elizabeth Schneidewind (Kg) 
Marilla Ve Williams (W) 
Jean Le Ross (Bo) 


—_-— 


WUMBSR VIL 


Isabcol Le Henderson, Marjoric Cowlcs 
—- Louise Me Hvucr 

Marjoric Se Ladd 

Elsie D- Purcell, Thelma E. 
Adelaide Ae Kennedy 
Florence Ae Winner 

- Edith Ee Sehvegler, Theresa Diamond 
Helen Pe Bolman 
Dorothy Niebrugge, 
Miriam Fe Rankin 
if = Ada Je Cobb 

Lila Ge Hart 
Madge Ee Hincher, Ruth B. Ferguson 
Mildrec A. Dabney 


smith, 


Mildred Ve Curry, 


Ax 


ADOPT TI 


STUDY 


at 


Several years ago, my famil-+ and I were 
le Tic ne on the stecatn of Boston browsing 
is mong the stands of the second-hand book 
pipebee Our attention was attracted by 

& quaint looking Volunc, waterstaincd, with 
titic pase missing, and otherwise dilavni~’ 
datcd, but obviously olde It was early 
English judging by the "Contents" page. It 
said "Passions of the Minde" and the pricc 
jon the cover was $1.50. We decided that 
the word "finde" alone was worth this 

ERO TC and so the book was purchasede 


severntl years clapsed cnd many things hap- 
pencde This winter the present writcr was 
taking 2 course in bibliography conduct= 
ed by Miss Ie Ge Mudgc, during which the 
lsubj. 2et of rare books came upe The ''PeWe'! 
eareke of the old volume 2nd spoke of ite 
iludze whose "mindc'' is always opch 
tide Sib hiet bute new and unusual offeroeg to 
usc the book as 2 class problom (Identifi-~ 
sre tval and cvaluctione) 


'nyjatt — Biblio» 
tec& Britanica" under the subject of 


| 


ras ape AN NNR 


iar 
Fue 


at Bee 


"passions" yielded the author — Thomas 
Wright and the date =~ 1600. The second 
part was harder - Auction sale catalogs 
and "Price currents" had to be usede Fine 
ally "Book Price Current" for the 1928 
disclosed that this edition has only one 
recorded copy, The Bodleian, and gave the 
price as & 268 


Thus an early “nglish book travelled over 
oceans and continents for three ccnturics 
to land at last in my hands. 

Igor ikramoff (i) 


THE GREEXS HAD A USE 
What Re 


FOR I7 
Wordsworth? 


Gay yellow pad in the spring, Tra la, 

Appears on my desk so dull, 

what shall I use thce for my sweet? 

Not scratchings or I'll gct 3233 

If I write a poom to my love, 'twould 

be ephemcrals 

Mast I then write a solcimm dirge, alack 
for records archival? 


I long to use thee little pad, 
But fear official censure, 
How can I strikc the Golden Mcan 
And find out what ye'r meant for? 
Coe M. 


REGIONAL LIBRARY INSTITUTE 

The regional Library Instituto, sponsor- 
ed by the University of the State of New 
York, is to be held this year at the 
Queens Borough Public Library on Saturday, 
April 25, from 10 acide to 5 Dome 


ye 


The Institute is planned especially for 
the librarians of Greater “lew York, ‘/est- 
chester County and Long Islanc. lLibrar- 
ians from other near-by tovns are cordial- 
ly invited to attend as are all persons 
who are interested in library services 


The general subject which hes been select- 
ed for the Institute is: "How to reach 
the non-user of the library." The topic 
chosen for discussion at the morning 
session is; "How to obtain, prepare, and 
use unbound and other inexpensive mate ro 
iale" In the afternoon, the topic will be 


+ 


"How to icke the public library-conscious 
by mcans of radio programs." 


ee the speokers will be Lyman Le Bryson, 
|we2d Ixnovn for his interest in adult edu- 


salary cuts suffered in the circulation de-— 
has been adopted by the Council 

of thc United Staff Association and sent 
by ifiss Grace A. Conway, president, to 
lhiasror LaGuardia, the presidents of tm 


cation, and Thomas Le Stix, radio manager 
for Hendrix Van Loone *rederic Ge Melcher 
vill bring greetings from the iTew York 
|Library Association. 
| Jessie G. Cornall, 
Chairman 
Library Institute of the Universit~ 
of the State of New York 
HoOCTORATION Of SALARY CUPS 
DEMANDED DY UNITED COUNCIL 
i resolution demanding restoration of 
be 


partment 


five boroughs, the controllcr, the dircct- 
or of the budget and to other city offic= 
jals, and to heads of the boards of trus- 
[tees of the three library systems. ‘The 
resolution is as follows; 

“Whereas, the salary cuts imposed in 1933 


on all city-paid employees were stated to 
be & means of meeting an emergency in the 
city's finances and vere excused by the 
igencrally lowered living costs of that 
perso and 


oe 


“hereas, the salarics then imposed have 
Apa great fixcca for four vears, desvitc a 
continued increase in living costs: there- 


fore be it 
[RNs LVED that the Council of the Unitca 


{Staff Association of the Public Librarics 
jof the City of Mew York fcels justificd 
lin dumanding the restoration of the salary 
| schcdulcs to the 1932 level, and in re- 
questing th.t vrovision be madc at the 
carlic st possible ie she for salary ine 
ercascs Which have been fully carned and 
long overduce 


| THE SsiIvH SAGA: A DRAMA IN TWO SCENES 
ih Saith came to tie library 
'To confess that shc had lost a booke 


4 


The very newest book by Warwick Norris 
"So Blue the Violet" 

Mrse Smith was sorrye She said so and 

"How nuch?" 

The librarian went away and looked it up 

In the Cumulative Book Index 

Which was the right place to look. 

“She came back to Mrse Smith 

"Qwo fifty", she s&ide 

The Smith eyebrows went up. 

"Pwo fifty?" said Mrse Smithe 

"Pwo fifty" repeated the librarian. 

There was & moment of silencee 

"Isn't that the same as the book store 
price?" she askede 

"Yes" said the librarian 

And fear entered into her for 
afraid of 

The things that Mrse Smith might say nexte 

But she need not have worried. 

Mrse Smith was not a person who liked to 
start a scene. 

She was rather on the style of one Casper 
Milquetoaste 

After all, she had lost the book. 

She couldn't prove that she was being 
overcharged e 

50 she fumbled in her bag end produced the 
two-fiftye 

The librarian took it, said "Thank you 
very much", 

Wrote things on various slips and cards, 
put the 

Money away, and that was that. 


she was 


SECOND AND LAST ACT 


Now you must know, dear reader, that the 
smith Family 

Lived on a very careful budgct.e 

So that night at dinner, Mr. Smith looked 
at the table 

And said; 

"What's this? 
nights" 

"Yes," said ilrse Smith, "but I just 
couldn't afford stcak this week," 

"How come?" asked Mre Smith who felt 


-, that he had 
, 


Mutton? Tonight is stcak 


pA right to know what hapvencd to his hard 
earned moncye 

Mrse Smith told Mr. 
booke 

"I'm sorry dear,” said Mrse Smith, "but I 
must have lcft it in the subway." 

Mell, don't let it getcha down," said 
Mre Snithe 

He was & reasonable mane 


Snith about the lost 


"But how much did you have to pay for it?" 

Mrse Smith told him that to0e 

‘two fifty? You paid them two-fifty?" he 
criede 

"Y—-y-yes,'’ said Mrse Smith, perceiving 
from her husband's tone thet there 
was an error somewhere. 

In truth there wase lr. Smith got around 
more than “Mrse Smith and knew a lot 
of odd factse 

"Did they say that the book cost them 
that much?" 

"T didn't ask," Mrse Smith was forced to 
admit « 

"You should havee I'd like to know what 
they would have saide Because,” “Ire 
Smith went on, ‘they don't have to 
pay full vrice for books." 

Mrse Smith's feelings and color rose, both 
scarlet. 

"They don't?" 

"You bet your life they don'ts" said Mr. 
smith with equal feelin. 

"T know & guy in the book businesse All 
schools, libraries, colleges and what 
not, get big discomts on what they 
puye tt 

"Then how much do you think they really 
p2id for it? asked irse Smith. 

"Not more than c dollar seventy-five." 
said lMirse Smithe 

Visions went swifty thru Mrse Smith's 
minde Such as 

A new paid of stockings 

A finger wave in her hair so Mre Smith 

would think she still looked pretty. 

New towels or new glasscse 

Some things badly needed in the kitchen. 

Not to mention the steak that nighte — 

"Well, of all thingss" she said slowly, 
after 2 whilce 

"Youftre & suckcor," said Mre Snithe 

"TY guess I am," irse Smith admitted. 

And that, dcar reader, is the end of this 
little play and also the end of the 
gcod will of the Smith family townrd 
The Public Libroarye 
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A DIFPISRECT STORY: A DRAMA IN ONE 
WITH AN EPI LOC Us 


CI 


But when Mre Brown lost a@ book and came to 
the library to offcr to pay for it, 
he began to arguce 
No wlilquctoast, hee 
"Myo-fifty" said ire Browne 
"Yes," said the libraricne 


"Aro you sure?" 
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"But I can buy it cheaper in Macy's," said 


ite Browne 

The librarian knew he could because she 
sometimes bought her own books there. 

"Did the library pay two-fifty for this 
book?" 

Reader, the librarian hesitated, I blush 
to admit, 

Between the Truth = and & Liee 


If she lied ond said that the library did, 
&@ fine opinion ire Brown would have of 


the Library's intelligence that it 
shoulé go around paying bookstore 
prices for books when anybody knew 
nat educational agencies got dis= 
comts on things, and if they didn't, 
could go to Macy's anyhowe 

sO — we breath again - the librarian told 
the truthe 

"Noe" she s2ide 

"And yet you expect me to," said Mr. 
Brown e "Why? '" 

The librarian told him a lot of reasons, 
Things about extra work caused by 
lost bookse Incrcaseé prices in sone 
books aftcr time passcse Strict 
rules to enforce payments. 

None of these seemed to affect Mre Browne 

"IT tell you," said Mre Browne "I will go 
to Macy's and buy a2 copy of this book 
which is so brand new that the price 
couldn't possibly have changed and I 
Will bring it back to youe' 

"Noe" Gulped the librsrian who was almost 
in tearse 

Mire Brown was getting the idea. 

"Well, I will give you the money thet the 
book costs at Macy's and the library 
con buy ite" 

"No," said the librarian. 

"I see," said Mr. Browme “The Library 

doesn't really want mc to replace 

booxe Why, I don't knowe But it is 
a11 very cleare 
replace ite" 

Mre Brovm left the library and the 

library was left without 2 booke 

day Mre Brown who know politicians 

very well, heard something abot pen 

sions for libraorianse 

"Pensions?" said he, anc he burst out 
laughinge "Say, they're safe as long 


And 


One 


this} 


| 
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A FANTASY 


When Mire Jones lost a book, he too told 

the library about ite It was a very old 

book, so very old that it was out of print. 

It had cost the library forty cents but 

when it came to costing lire Jones some- 

bers no one knew how muche Book order 

office was inclined to wash its hands of 

lthe mattere Advice ran high and lowe 

Inte anybody wanted it as a2 collector's 
item, it would be priceless, said ones 

Py there was no evidence that it was 
wantede 

"If we were to try to replace it,” said 
another, "we would have to spend a 
great deal of money in advertising and 

| searche"™ 

But no one wanted to replacc ite For a 

| long time, no one knew what to do. 

jit they have decided, I have not heard, 

| even to this daye ’ 

| 

| 


A MOTHER'S STOR 
Now we come to itrse Black who also lost a 
pooke 
A book about parcnts and children which 
had cost the library $%.65. 
And alas, she had not told the librarv 
that she had lost ite 
we shall soon scc whye 
So hor bill went up vromotly to $7.%0, 
cven under the old ruling. 
But one day Mrse Black came into the libra- 
ry and confessed the full extent of 
her sinse 
| ana the librarian told hcr now much her 


ee ee 


| Sins vould coste 

j"Seven dollars and thirty ccntss" said 
Mrse Black, "Why I know that that book 
never cost that much3" 


Very well, I will not{/"No," said the librarian, "But you are 


being charged overducs too." 
l"t know the whole matter should have been 
| attended to before this, but I was very 
busye!' 
j The librarian took this with a er: 
People wre always 
Mrse Black got the idca tmt 
being bolicvede 


Hy 


as they're tied down to those mousolc-|"I was busy because I was going to have a 


ums they work ine But give them pen- 
Sions so they can run around loose in 
the streets? Ha, ha, Haass" 

And the politician laughed tooe 


babye'! She vent on after a moment. 
"Then I was busy heving ite And since 
then I have been avfully busy taking 
care of ite" 
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The librarian remained helpless and Mrse 


= BH mm 


ELITE LEAD PEALE ALLARD A ATA ALIA 


Black grew a little sarcastice 
"It was my first baby,"' she explained. 


"Maybe when I have the next one I won't 


forget about my library bookse" 


"T admit that you have a perfectly legit-— 


imate excuse," said the librari ane 


("You'd better,") said the mother to her- 


selfe 


"But I can't do anything about your 
even so,'' the librarian told here 


"Well, I can," said Mrs. Black, "I can 


refuse to pay it and I wille I would 
be very glad to replace the book but if 


you'd rather have no book and a bad 


debt of seven dollars and thirty cents, 


than a good new book and @ borrower 
who thinks you have some sense, why, 


the choice is yourse" 


lefte 


The librarian left 


the desxe She felt 


very blue and helplcsse 


Lampson 
Lofts 
Gibbs 
Roberts 
Peattie 
knittel 
Russell 
Prokosch 
Van Loon 
Field 
Barnes 


BOOKS I HAVE ENJOYED 


Laughter out of the ground 
I met a gypsy 
England speaks 
For authors only 
Almanac for moderns 
Doctor Ibrahim 
In praise of idleness 
The Asiatics 
Air-storming 
Time out of mind 
Edna his wife 
Helen Be Hamlet (Bo) 


Not my tem favorite books 


but 


Ten among my favorite books 


Maughan 
Hudson 
Rolvaseg 
Cather 
James 
Undset 


Bennett 
' Burke 


Trollope 


Gentleman in the parlour 

Far away and long ago 

Giants in the earth 

Rath comes for the Arehbishop 

Portrait of a lady 

Kristin Lavransdatter 

Old wives tale 

Wind and the rain 

Chronicles of Barsetshire 
Faith Le Allen (Cr) 


fine, ‘hea you cross the Atlantic? 


So Mrs. Black 
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VACATION 


Vacation time is almost upon us. Where 
are you gofng? Is it by boat? ‘The near-~ 
er cruises are to Norfolk, Nova Scotia, 
Labrador, Bermudas A little farther and 
you Visit Florida or the Caribbean, “hen 
Mexico, South America or Panama. 


Cruise the 
North Cape or in the Mediterranean? Or 
motor thru the British Isles, or tramv 
the Bavarian Alps, or venture into the 
Soviet? Does history call you to Rome, 
Greece or Palestine? 


Or are you going by land this year? To- 
day one can choose train or bus-and one 
may the lucky owner of &@ care On land 

one may go north to New Hampshire, Maine, 
Gaspe, west to Wiagara, and the Great 
Lakes, to the National Parks, or on to the 
Rockies and the western ocean» And south= 
ward there is Florida, the Dam sites, and 
Loui sianae 


Some staff member ,has visited all these 
places and will delight to give you point- 
ers on the land of your choicc.e 


And here is News for the sports lover, the 
mountain lover and above all the horse 
lover: Inviting word has come from a west- 
ern ranch on the Continental Divide just 
south of Glaeicr Park. A guide who out-— 
fitted and led one of the pack-trinps 

which Miss Thackray enjoved several cars 
ago has written that he has been mede men 
agcr of a private ranch whose owners are 
permitting him to run it this summer @s a 
Dude ranche He promises lots of good 
horses and all the other good things that 
go with a ranch vacatione 


The now numerous Be P. Le staff members 
who have become ranch enthusiasts, after 
enjoying the delights of Holm Lodge, “y7o-, 
may be interested in this new place in 
Montana as its proximity to Glacicr Park 
makes it possible to combine a trip to the 
Park and @ stay at the ranche Miss Thack- 
ray at Library Extension will be glad to 
give anyone further informatione 


Speaking of HOBBIZS: If anyone gocs to 
the Texas Centennial Fair in Dallas will 
they please send me a postcard from the 
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Fair with a three-cent Texas Contemial 


stamp on ite I should be very grateful. 


Be Christine Smith (Ad) 


MEETING OF CHILDREN'S LIBRARIANS 


Miss Constance Lindsay Skinner, author of 
many pioneer and Indian stories for young 


people, was the guest speaker at the month- 


ly meeting of children's librarians held 
March 26th at Pacific Branche As usual, 


a business session occupied the first houre 


In the intcrval between it and Miss Skin»« 
ner's arrival at 10:15, several visitors 
came in, including Mre Nourse and fire 
Coverte 

Miss Skinner grew up at an Indian fur trad 
ing post in British Coluwnbiae Her early 
exoeriences explain the background of her 
stories, and make her an expert on Indian 
customSe She gave an eloquent defense of 
adventure tales, which child psychologists 
and "childless licaders of parent organ 
izations" like nowadays to bar from child- 
ren's readinge The foolish fear that 
ideas stirring to the pulses will conflict 
with the rules of dict hes given red 
blooded hero storics 2 bad reputation in 
some cducationsl circles, but not among 
children's librarians. 


"Adventure storics are the first storics 
of the world," s®id iliss Skinncere "They 
date back to the stone age when for oanmuse- 
mont sakc and for moral reasons the mon 
of the tribe rchearscd the thrilling, cx 
citing experiences of the dny, stressing 
tie bravery displcyede Thus cournge end 
joy, the two great fundament:l needs of 
the world, gsined recognitione" 


TSA AT THE TOWERS 


de-=- 


The Be Pe Le Staff Association gave a 
at the 


lishtful tea on Sundsy, March 29th, 
Towers Hotcle 


The warm spring=like day brought out nine- 
ty-seven people, snd we wore honored to 
sce among them Dre and iirse Ferguson, Dre 
Brown and Judge and lirse Garvine 


Te Se Stribling proved his ability as a 


speaker to those who vere already famil- 
iar with him as an authore It was in- 
deed & pleasure to have him with us in 
persone 


Vocal selections were viven by Miss 
Margaret Hawkins, a member of the Russian 
Art Coe, who possesses @ voice of rare 
quali tye 


A friendly chat with friends not often 
seen ended a perfect afternoon. 


FROM ONE SDLF TO ANOTHER 


Remember how you and I were talking last 
week about the personnel of the Brooklyn 
Public Library and I told you what a 

well crowd (newspaperman vernacular) 

they all are and how you asked me to write 
a fow stix on that subject and how I prom- 
ised to pound it out for you (also news- 
paperman parlance) that very day, and as 
you kmow I didn't do it and the reason is 
because I slipped and broke my ankle in 
three places, that being to my mind doing 
the job in grandiose style, and they car- 
ried me off to Long Island College Hos- 
pital, where after x-rays and what have 
you they encascd my right limb in 4 cast 
which weighs at least fifty pounds end 
told me tmt I would have to stay in bed 
for at least six weeks, giving me visions 
of someone clse holding my job when I got 
back, because I couldn't exnect the yvub- 
licity comvaign which had got going in fin 
style to stop just because I couldn't do 
the work, and resulting in & two hour "r- 
geument between the acctors and mrself af- 
ter which they agreed to allow me to go 
home and hang my broken leg to the chan- 
delier snd work a typewriter at my side 
which I am doing at the moment without 

any considerable leg pain and great mental 
comfort, anc to report to the hospital 
once &@ week for new casts and maybe a 
little foot twisting, during which time 

I hope they will scratch my toes which are 
very itchy and at which I cannot get, but 
which doesn't matter so much as long as 

I can contimme to get copy out to the news- 
papers who have promised to cooperate with 
ic, and as long as the staff continue to 
give me the same cxecllent support in 
news leads, which I am sure they will and 
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which leads to the conclusion that I still | that is causing great interest among the 


think they are a swell lot of folks and students just nowe Indeed, business men 

that I have just completed the world's rstop to study the cases and even the 

longest and most rambling sentencée rubbish men paused several minutes in their 
Arthur Covert j Work to examine the specimense The ex- 


hibit shows various stages of the life 
history of moths, butterflies, wasns, bees, 
cicadas and horned corydalus. 


WELFARE COMMITTEE 


The Life Extension Institute, New York, Brownsville Children's Branch was ~leasec 
extends to Librarians the regular physical;to have a visit from a teacher who came to 
examination at the rate of $6200 per pers ;see their pirate poster exhibit. She had 
son provided there is a group of twenty~ j;been sent there from the Bay Ridge Branche 


five or moree Her school is presenting "The Pirates of 
lPenzance" this svring and they wanted ides 
Inquiries have been received, regarding ‘for back=dropse She was helyned with rough 
tickets for the Hotel Ste George Poole ‘designs of posters, am lists of books in 
These are no longer issued at group ratcg, |which she might find suggestive matcrial. 
as the price of the regular tickets has ;At the same time Bj had a special cxhibit 
been reducede of etchings, two of which are originals 


lby Whistlcr and Corote 

If any member of the staff desires to rent! 
for the sumer, an attractive apartment of}An exhibit celebrating the 100th anniver-— 
two rooms and kitchenette, furnished or sary of the publishing of the "Pickwick 
unfurnished, located on Brooklyn Heights | Papers" is now being held at Prospecte 
and with a view of Manhattan, will they Various editions of "Pickwick Papers" are 
communicate with on display, together with numerous illus= 

Leonilda Sansone !trations lent by @ readere 

Aguilar Brench Library 

New Yori: Public Library 


or 10 Remsen Ste, Brooklyne AN OFFER 
Eastern Parkway has a superfluity of copies 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE, 1936 lof about 80 fiction titles and will be glad 
to lend some of them to other branches to 
Henrietta Ge Tuttle Ci ' teke out the diminished fiction collections. 
Ella Me Vincent ay . Lists will be sent to any branch on re- 
Signe Le Steen M queste ha i 
Ruth ile Gottwald K 
Ethel Ge Bailey F HOW WELL DO YOU XNOW DICKENS? 


Committee chose own clmirman - MrseBailcy 

Kensington Branch, through the courtes* 

of the artist, Mr. John Henzel has a uni- 
EXHI BI TS gue and almost infinitesimal disvlay of 

some of his models of the best beloved of 

The Bedford Branch is exhibiting a sct of {Dickens' characterse They are faithful in 

twelve prints of Russian Icons, made a» line as well &@s in spirit to the author's 

vailable through the courtesy of the Art |{descriptionss; and are well worth 4n out- 

Department of the College of the City of jOf-the-way visite Among them you will find; 

New Yorke These cxamples of Iconography, 


portrait images in Christian art of the Ae Amén "whose red hair was cropped as 
15th and 16th centuries, find thcir roots }|close as the closed stubble. \ho had hard- 
in the art of the Byzantine period, but ly any cyebrows and no cyelids, and cycs 


the later arts of tlhe Orthodox countries of red-brown so unsheltered and unshaded 
have kept Byzantine Iconography alive to that I remember wondering how he went to 
the present daye sleepde" 


Crown Heights has an exhibit of insects Be "A tall hard-featured lady, but by no 
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means ill~lookinge There was an inflex-. 
ibility about her face, but her features 
were rather handsome than otherwisee She 
had @ very quick, bright eye; ard her hair 
which was grey, was arranged in two 
divisions under a mob-cape" 


Ce “A very old shrivelled man, whose 
Villianous looking ami repulsive face was 
obscured by @ quantity of matted red haire 
He was dressed in &@ grcasy flannel gown, 
with his neck bare, and secmed to be di-~ 
viding his attention between a frying—pan 
and 2a clothes=horse over which a quantity 
of silk handkerchicfs were hanginge" 


De "A huge, strong fellow of six feet 
high broad in proportion and round—should- 
ered, but with a simpering boy's face and 
curly light hair that gave him quite a 
sheepish looke He was dressed in @ canvas 
jacket and a pair of such very stiff 
trouscrs that they could have stood quite 
as well alone without any legs in theme 
And you couldn't so properly have said he 
wore 2 hat as that he was covered in a= 
top, like an old building with something 
pitchye" 


Ee "A stoutish, middlc-aged person in 2 
brown surtout and black tights and shoes 
with no more Mir on his head (which was 
a2 large one ond very shining) than there 
is on an cgg, and with 2 very cxtensive 
facce His clothes were shabby but he had 
an imposing shirt-collar one He carried 
a jaunty sort.of stick with a large pair 
of rusty tassels to its; ond a quizzing~ 
glass hung outside of his coat~-—-an orn 
anent, I afterwards found, as he very 
seldom looked through it snd couldn't 
anything if he dide" 


see 


Fe “He stood in the midst of the party 
his contenance lighted up with smiles 
which the heart of no man, woman or child 
could resist: himself the happiest of the 
group; shaking hands over and over “gain 
with the same people, and, when his ov 
were not so employed, rubbing them with 
pleasurce" 


Ge "A man about three snd twenty years 
old, and though rather soare, of a fair 
heights and strong makee His hair, of 
which he had © great profusion, was red, 
and hanging in disorder bout his face 
ond shoulders, gave to his restless looks 


tHe 


an expression quite unearthly--enhanced 
by the palness of his complexion and the 
glassy lustre of his large,vrotruding 
eyes, Startling as his aspect was, the 
features were good, and there was even 
something plaintive in his wan and haggard 
expressione But the absence of the soul 
is far more terrible in a living man than 
in &@ dead one; and in this unfortunate 
being its noblest powers were wantinge" 


Some one who had "been slighted and 
taught nothing and thrown upon himself" 
and who decided to run away to seck a 
happicr fortunce 


Answers to Dickens characters 


Ae Uricth Heep 

Be Betsy Trotwood 
Ce Fagin the Jew 
De Mre Pegotty 

Ee Mre ificawber 
Be Mre Picitwick 

Ge Barnaby Rudge 
He 


David Copperfield 


Professor Roscoe C. Ee Brown of the Colum 
ia School of Journalism, will retire from 
active service on June 30the Professor 


‘Brown, formerly managing ecitor of the 


New York Tribune, has been & member of the 
faculty since 1914. He is @ trustee of 
the Brooklyn Public Library. 


Miss Olive Ober of Simmons College is spend 
ing 2 weeks at the Bedford Branch lesrning 
something of our methods, our problems and 
ur ncighborhoode A program of visits in- 
luding other branches, schools 4nd museums 
hss also been planned for Miss Ober and 
her week is filled to the brims’ It is al~ 
& pleasure to have a visitor from out 
of town with us and to have an opportunity 
for oan exchange of idease 


A qntribution from the pen of Miss Lucille 
Vander Voort appeared in the Brooklyn 
"Eagle" on April 3rd. 


On Wednesday cvening, March 18th, Miss 
Tuthill (Bo) adéressed three adult reading 
classes at PeSe 156-6 Her subject was the 


"Pacilitics of the Librarye" 
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A MEDIUM OF COMMUNICATION FOR THE STAFF OF THE BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Edited by the Publicity Committee of the Be Pe Le Staff Association in co-operation 
with the Branch Staff Representatives 


Adelaide A» Kennedy, Chairman (F) 
Marjorie S- Ladd (Ep) 
Alice F- Hale (K) 


Blizabeth Schneidewind (Ke) 
Marilla V. Williams (*7) 
Jean L. Ross (Bo) 


MAY, 


The fact that this is the last issue of 
Among Ourselves before vacation is ecVviss 
dence sufficient that spring is herce The 
caloncar has been tclling me so; and 4 
perky robin on the rim of a bird bath just 
filled confirmed the fecling.e It has been 
& long wintere Under its chilling breath 
we have a11 wondered, I am sure, whether 
the ice age had come back againe The in- 
dications now are that such fear wes un 
foundede Again the trees, flowers and 
birds will lure us away into the open 
spaces, Tennis, pool and surf, mountain 
trail, golf and saddle - how many deviccs 
offer their cnarms’ So, I hove you will 
answer the summonse Let the sun have his 
waye ‘Between times maybe you will find 
solace in shady nook with the right book. 
Quite unofficially I announce spring is 
here es MeJele 
The Publicity Committcce wishes to thank 
Mre Rho Slawson for his cnthusiastic in- 
tercst and untiring cooperation in the 
preparation of "Among Ourselves". ilre 
Slawson has taken charge of the mimeogra 
ing end distribution of each issue, and 
his advice and aid have been invaluable. 


COVER CONTIST 


The Publicity Committee is pleased to an- 


nounce that Miss Helen Vogel, Hastern 
Parkway, is the winner of this year's cov- 
er conteste A number of original and diss 
tinctive designs were reccived = evidence 
of the talent liberally scxttered thruout 
the systems 


CALENDAR OF LV"NTS 


May 18-21 - American Association for Adult 
Education = Annual mee ting 
Hotel Astor 


WSR VIII 


—— 


1936 


June 16-19 — Special Libraries Associdsion 
Annusl Conference = Montreal 

Septe21-26 - New York Library Association 
Amual Conference — Lake 
Mohonk, Ne» Ye 


STAPF OFFICERS 


Announcement of the election of the follow- 
ing officers for 1936«37 was made at the 
meeting of the Brooklyn Public Library 
Staff Association; April 30the 


President lirse Helen Be Hamlet (Bo) 
Vice President Marjorie L Cowles (D) 
Secretary Ruth McEvoy (Bj) 
Treasurer Evelyn Be Kirkland (11) 


Executive Board Lillian M. Foley (G) 
Helen O*Connell (Pa) 
Member of the Council of the United Staff 


Association Mary Le Tuttle (id) 


one 


COOPERATIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY 


The Junior Members’* Section of the New 
York Library Association has as a project 
the compilation of a Bibliography of all 
material in th librarics of the State of 
New York, on thc Five Nations of New York 
States; The Iroguois Indians, a confcedcracy 
of five tribes = Mohawk, Oncida, Onondaga, 
Cayuga and Scenccae 


This Bibliography came to the Cataloguing 
Devartment in the carly Fall of 1975 and 
many. hours were spent upon it for about 
three monthse The Bibliogravhy consisted 
principally of Library of Congress vrinted 
cards, and some typewritten cards. It had 
already visited several libraries and had 
grown in transit, containing 631 entries 
when it reached use 


‘If 2 library contained a particular book 


Ra Rhye 
Phy 


hee sayy AN aR RAN Ar a A aia 


Fb Alp aly 


AD ahah 


or article, the name of the library was 
added to the top of the card - upper right 
hand corners We compared every entry with 
the Union catalogue or shelf-list. There 
were many articles in state and society 
proceedings and transactions to be care= 
fully identifiec. These took much time. 
There were also many books in the Biblio-~ 
geraphye Often we had a copy of the very. 
book citede If we had a different edition 
a typewritten card was added to the col- 
lectione 


After maling comparison with the Union 
catalogue and shelf-list and adding 77 new 
entries, Brooklyn Public Library appeared 
on 310 cards in the Bibliographye 


While comparing this Bibliography with our 
Union records, we typed for the Book Order 
Office, 147 order=slivs for titles new to 
the system, or in different cditions, and 
for renlacements of lost or discarded 
bookse Grace Ee Tobcy 
supte of Cataloguing 


HARDY'S LAST NOVEL 


A short while ago there anpeared in print 
the first American cdition of a novel en- 
titled "An Indiseretion in the life of 

an Heiress," cdited by Profcssor Carl Je 
Yeber of Colby Collcge and recognized by 
Hardy onthusiasts as tho "lost novel" of 
this famous authore Just what part the 

Be Pe le and its interlibrary loan system 
played in its publication I will relatc to 
youe 


It has long been known that Thomas Fardy 
wrote an early novel (1868), but, apparen 
ly mmiliated by his first unsuccessful 
attempts at publication, he destroyed the 
meanuscrivte Hardy lovers believed the 
story lost forevere Nevertheless there re 
mained in existence a detailed description 
of the plot and charactcrse Recently 
Professor \Jeber, one of th: foremost Hardy 
authoritics and collectors in this country, 
discovercd that this author had published 
& story in the "New Quarterly", an obscure 
English periodical, in 1878. There vere 
known to be only three covics in the Unit» 
ed States = one in the Library of Congress 
the second privately owned, anc the third 
in the Brooklyn Public Library. 


Through the aid of Colby College Library 
Professor ‘Yeber obtained the loan of the 
copy in the Brookl:m Public Library. A 
comparison of this story with the known 
facts concerning the lost novel, "The 
Poor Man and a Lady", proved it to be the 


samee It was slightly altered in form; 
some of the characters had been trans- 
posed to other novels, proper names had 
been changed, but the essential plot re- 
mained the samce From our periodical 
Professor Weber had the story published 
in book form for the first time. 


In the introduction he graciously expresse: 
his appreciation to the "librarians of the 
Brooklyn Public Library" for their scr- 
vices in making available to him one of 
tho fow existing copies of & rarc English 


‘2° viodical containing Hardy's lost novele 


Edith Woodward 


TITLES 


The folloving quotation from Macbeth seems 
to me particularly rich 2s a source of 
book titles. Who has read all of the 
titles listed, and who can suggest another 
equally rich? 


Tomorrow and tomorrow and tomorrow 

Creeps in this petty nace from day to dey 

To the lest syllable of recorded time, 

énd all our vesterdays have lighted fools 

The way to dusty deathe Out, Out, brief 
candle’ 

Life's but a walking shadow, a poor vlavor 

That struts and frets his hour woon the 
stage 


fnd then is heard no more; it is a tale 


Told by an idiot - full of sound and fury, 
Signigying nothing. 
(Act 5, See 5) 
Titles contained thercin: 


MackKenna Tomorrow 2nd tomorrow 
Tomlinson All our yestcrdsys 
Robins Dusty denth 

Huxley Bricf candles 
liacaulcy Told by an idiot 
Henle sound ond fury 


Alice McQuade Huchthausen 
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Ne Ye CITY PROPOSED NEW CHARTER SECOND=THIRD GRADE MEETING 


Many of the staff from Brooklyn availed . {Uniformity was the topic at the 2nd-3rd 
themselves of the opportunity to hear . {grade meeting on April 23rd. The discus» 
Judge Thacher and Mrs. Earle speak on the [sion and wide-awake alertness of the group 
new proposed Charter on Wednesday, May 6th}/to the larger problems of librar~ service, 
at the New York Public Library. turned what might have been a very dull 
meeting into &@ most stimulating one. 
Miss Rankin, President of the NeYePele 
Staff Association gave a short summary of !Reference talks emphasized the great gan 
former charters from the original Dongan existing between realities and ideals. 
Charter of 1686 eat We idies Oona | LMR WH ee NORAD Ee The splendid resource- 
Which is now on ex= | [HM STAR OF THE BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARy | fulness of the ref- 
hibition at City erence assistants in 


Hall, to the Greate mourns the loss of their friend, Doctor | accumulating mater- 
er New York charter ial and the pitiful 
of 1897 with its a» HOWARD LEE MC BAIN lack of personnel to 


mondme nt se handle reference work 


May 7, 1936 adequately, clearly 
Judge Thacher who is showed the need for 


chairman of the Char- organization of the 
ter Revision Committee was introduced by {work under a2 general supervisor who would 
Mire Lydenberg and gave 2 very instructive jpromote cooperation with the schools and 
outline of some of the more important pro-jdirect more specialized attention for tte 
visions of the new charter and the reason Jindividual borrowere 

for theme He pointed out that this is the 
first time that the people of the City of 
Ne Ye would have an opportunity to vote 

on charter adoption, and th necessity 
that the clectorate be well-informed con- 
cerning its provisionse 


It was quite generally agreed that uni- 
formity in vractice affecting the public 
is desirable when possible but branch 
routine is dependent on differing condi- 
tions and uniformity is unnecessary and 
tediouse 

Mrse Narle emphasized the necessity for 
wide public cducation sw thxt the people 
may become "charter conscicus'! and sug» 
gested that the librerics of Greater New 
York could assist in this work as a fea- 
ture of the Adult Education program for 
this yeare We can not say DO or DO.NOT 
vote for the charter but if it should not 
be accepted it should ve for definite rea~ 
sons and not by defaulte 


Many helpful hints and suggestions for 
improving contacts with the public and car- 
ing for the book collection were presented; 
especially noteworthy was the intercsting 
presentation of such a dull subject as— 
ncssengcr worke 


The discussion on the desirability of uni- 
formity in matters pertaining to registra- 
tion, staff, high school privileges, re- 
serves, etce was curtailed for lack of time 
fter it had been launchec successfully 

1d the whole group stimulated to active 
participation. 


It is earnestly hoped that some satisfacts 
ory plan for library participation in this 
form of Adult Education can be worked out 
by the three library von of New York 
Citye 


SPHING SOVG NO. 9,987 
BOOKS I HAVE ENJOYS 
The days grow longer, 


James Portrait of a lady The skies grow sumier, 

Frost New Hompshire And ladies hats 

Robinson Tristran Grow funnier and funnier. 
Leland Saleh and his American Sun Dial 
O'tFaolain Nest O' Simple Folk 

Hardy . Return of the native eva 

McFee Senlight in New Granada 


Laura Taylor (Br) 
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"A GOOD WORKMAN MUST KNOW HIS TOOLS" 


We quote from the paragraph devoted to 
matters pertaining to the staff contained 
in the amual report of the Chief Librar~ 
1ane 


It is a deplorable fact that for many . 
years an overworked staff has had to be 
content with a far from satisfactory 
catch=as—can acquaintance with bookse For 
much of the time when we have not been ac= 
tually engaged in delivering to armlreceiv= 
ing books from the public, we have been 

so pressed for time that much of the rou- 
tine work properly belonging to 2 work 
room or office has of necessity been con- 
ducted in the presence of those who come 
to the librarye We all know that this is 
wrongs’ Can we not re-orient ourselves 
and adjust our schedules to devote to the 
field of books the little extra time a-~ 
vailable from the general decrease in 
circulation? Can we not relegate to the 
workroom the mechanical part of our pro- 
fession? And lastly can we not adopt 

the suggestion of the chief librarian that 
"staff members below the grade of Branch 
Librarian" be given time to examine the 
new books? 


BOOKS 


"whatever our sphere in life may be we 
shall discharge ow duties more wisely 

and more efficiently if we know bookse The 
vision of wider horizons, the contact with 
greater minds, will bring us stronger and 
calmer to every dutye People will not say 
of us that we have ceased to growe In the 
interchange of daily life we shall be more 
interesting and more welcome if we know 
books e" 

(From "The Art of Reading" by Henry Guppy) 


A BOUQUET FOR DEKALB 
Dear Sir: 


I am returning my Library carde 
I moved to a different boroughe I thank 
you very much for letting me take books at 
home to reade It helps & lot in educatio 
Your friend, 


(Letter received by DeKalb) 


OUR HOBBY SHOW 


Let the social committee and its coworkers 
puild a better mouse trap and the whole 
Staff Association will beat a track to 
Bedforde When in connection with the an- 
nual business meeting on Thursday, a hobby 
show was featured, a record number of 
staff members, despite the late hour made 
their appearance and showed a profound 
interest in the exhibition. 


The wide variety of hobbies was the cause 
of much favorable comment and in some 
cases, great amusements The animal world 
was present with the procession of min- 
iature elephants from Williamsburghs; the 
assorted menagerie from Macon; and Tammy 
and Kiltie, two real Scotties who kept 
Dorothy Niebrugge busy most of the evening 


Incunabula was represented by Dre Ferguson 
display of rare books, including a copy 
of Moore's Utopia, printed in London in 
1639; and Mrse Sommerhoff's exhibit of 
original manuscripts of the composer, 
Robert Schumanne 


Scenic photographs of all warts of the 
United States and Furove reminded us that 
vacation time is near, and the roving 
fever began to creep upon use Miss Van 
der Voort's life-size photos of different 
species of flowers and plants were worthy 
of any prize that a camera company might 
offere Miss McMahon's colored photogranhs 
were &@ feature few of us had ever before 
scocne 


Miss Roghe showed her collection of mod- 
ern art books; and Miss Edwards and iiss 
O'Gara cach displayed original sketches 
and water colorse 


Stamp albums, collections of pennies, 
shells, necklaces, recipe books and In- 
dian trinkets all had their place. 


The theatre was represented by Miss Reben- 
klauts collection of photographs of cur- 
rent stage scenes and players, ani by 
Miss Schneidewind's unique collection of 
theatre programs dating back to 1917. 


Old fashioned dolls, dolls from all coun- 
tries and the renowned marionettes from 
Bedford were all present and viewed the 
spectators with glassy starese 
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Coffee and sandwiches concluded the even» 
ing, and as people reluctantly left, were 
heard to murmur, “Wasn't it @ nice party. 
I had the best time----and didn't you just 


PuRSONALS 


On May Day a twin farewell party was held 
at Leonard in honor of Miss Dunn and iire 


love that collection of------- he Contegnie»e The decorations were appro- 
So priately red and the refreshnents -— Strawe 
bias ect berry Shortcake’ Miss Dunn will be in 
EXHIBIT Eurone for 6 monthse Myre Contegni, who 


recently completed his second year at L, 
The Williamsburgh Branch is having an ex= {Will be in Mre Mertin's department. 
hibition of books and their making from 
early times to the presente The Brooklyn 
Museum has loaned several interesting ex» 
hibits including samolcs of illuninatinge 
Many of the »ublishcrs have co-operated 
and sent mumerous specimens of present= 
Gay book-makinge Another feature is a 
miniature printing press and embosser 
which is electrically operatede The ex-= 
hibition runs until the first of Junée 
Williamsburgh hopes that staff-members 
from other branches will take this onpor. 
tunity to make & Visite 


Others sailing this month include ifiss 
Roghe (B) to Demark, Miss Marilla Williams 
(W), to Sngland, and Miss Voorhees (S), 

to Worway and the North Capee 


The Devartment of Library FPxtensioh wel- 
coned Miss Margaret inning, a new staff 
member, on May lste Until recently Miss 
Wimiing has been librarian at the Berkelcy 
Institutce 


Miss Rose Rosenthal was a»»ointed to the 
Dae staff of Maplcton Branch on lay lst. 
Miss Mildred Schnakenberg, snont a@ recent 
weck=cnd in the Catskill Mountains. MDur- 
ing the course of her stay, she and a rele 
ative went for a hike. The trail led 

them through the woods, they became so in 
terested in their 'nature study” that they 
found in a short time that they were lost. 
The first thought that came to their minds, 
when they realized they were lost was the 
story of “Hansel and Gretel", from which 
they recited extracts. Eventually, they 
found a road that led them homee ‘The 
nike took four hourse" 


A CORRDCTION 
Mo the Editors of Among Ourselves; 


Re: Articie on pe 5 of February issue 
entitled "Traveling Speaks". 


Library Extension is writing to remind the 
editors that "Traveling" spoke for the 
last time in 1920 and that for the past 
fifteen years "Library Extension" has been 
doing the talkinge It has evidently been 
speaking too softh or too inarticulatcly3s 
aN Corment by the Bursar; ‘Employees in the 
Finance Department, can always find their 
way home e' 


Ae Le Ae NOTE 


Mrse Ella Me Perry has been chosen from 
the staff to revresent the Brooklyn Public 
Library at Richaonde She will attend, 
anong other activities, the dinner and 
discussions on Staff Associations and * 
their activities. 


Miss Martha Roethgen is spending her Spring 
Vacation at Valeriae 


Bushwick Branch was represented at the 
Library Institute, held in Queens, April 
25, by iiss Helen Brown, Miss Mary Se 
Others on the staff who will join these Granger and Miss Mollie He Siegfried. 
discussions are Miss Ada Je Cobb who will 
tell her experiences with our Library 
Credit Union; Miss Corinne Sheppard and 
Miss Jcan Le Ross who will contribute to 
the Giscussion on staff paverse 


Miss Beard and Miss Freeman have been askec 
to assist the National Council of Teachers 
of English in the revision of its two read- 
ing lists "Home Reading” and "Leisure 
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The May meeting of the Publicity Coumittee 
was held at Miss Hale's lovely avartmente 
After a sumptious meal, and all that goes 
with it, the committee settled dow to 
it's business meetinge 


Married: Mary Dickson of Washington, De Ce 
formerly of the Brooklyn Public Library, 
was married in March to Richard C- Halle 
Her present address is Bath, Ne Ye 


SKY ROCKETS 
Inspired by Library Assistants 


Ud, up they go, with a soft s-sh of light, 

Aimed for the stars in unrestrained de- 
light, 

Ticht tied contraptions on stirf wooden 
sticks 

Turn into evanscent canle—wickse 

Swirling they go upon their skyward way, 

Singing the things they've alveyvs longed 


to says 

Their scattered sparks, upon the sumer 
breeze, 

Make a]11 the woodland full Christmas 
treese 


Tomorrow, all of thom that can be found 

Will be some sticks, half-buricd in the 
ground, 

With primitive psychology to preach 

To those who aim for things beyond their 
rceache 

But better for to bum 2 shining self 

Than stay securc woon a storage shelf. 


LAMENT OF A GRADE l-cr 


I wish that I could some day be 
So very bright and make grade threee 


A grade at which one looks with awe 
For to be here, means not 2 flawe 


A grade that always knows what's best 
And how to answer every "queste" 


Upon whose neck great »roblems fall 
When Branch Librarians to meetings crawle 


Poems are made by fools like me, 
But only stars can make grade thrcce 


(Apologics to Joyce Kilncr) 
Mory Se Gronger (Bu) 


2 Le = ‘Does anyone know who the First 


VICTROLA WANTED 


Will anyone who has an old victrola either 
lend or give it to the Bedford Marionettes? 
We would greatly appreciate some music with 
our performances (and we are sure our aud~ 
jences would too.) 
Adeline Johnson 
Staff Revresentative-Bedford 


BONERS 


Polite girl —- May I have a book about the 
housing pigeon? (Ma) 


Children's librarian - (Discussing bio- 
graphy books with a visiting class) 
"ig have a book called ‘First Ladies.! 
Does anyone know vhat that means?" 
No responsee 


Lady of the Land is?" 


Enthusiastic pupil - "Eve" (Ma) 


We understand that helped by the new reg- 


fistration rules one enterprising staff is 


compiling a reference file of eligible 


bachelors and widowerse 


Borrower; = "Who is the author of 'I write 
as I please'?" 
Librariwm; —'"Durantye"™ 


Borrover: — "Jimmie?" 


HAV YOU A LITTLE FAIRY IN YOUR HOME? 


A cynical "cit" from Albercuercue 
Assiduously watched the daily cire 
Hoping thereby to find the "crooks" 
ho aypropriate the seven day bookse 


se 


A member of the staff at Tompkins Park 
recently had the following drean; 


"A recuest having been sent through "In- 
terchange" for a title of which the branch 
was supposed to have a live copy, the 
following facetious reproof was adminis- 
tered by’ vey"of report"; 

"Took homeward angel'. 


cen Wad UATE eM e 


By he Meal 
APA MIs 1 de 
na 


On April 22nd a young lady joined the li- 
brarye The assistant taking the applica» 
tion started to write 22 for the datee 
The @pplicant leaned forward beaming and 
whispered "You flatter m@.I'm 30". 


Leonard's pamphlet collection is now garb 
ed in sturdy covers, the work of an ex 
pert PWA clerke ‘The painphiet collection 
and the small Art Reference collection, 
which we are starting, will soon be house 
in glass cases where the public will be 
able to see the collections all together. 


Leonard Branch amiounces the arrival of 
White Socks (net, not official nane) a 
black he-kitten with four white feete He 
was born in New Jerscy of reputable par- 
ents, which origin we hope, will bring 
him a hapvier destiny than his predecess. 
ors enjoyed at Le 


Leonard Branch is holding an exhibit of 
the work of the Handicraft Classes of 
PicSe Noe 259 in the Children's Roome On 
May 12th thirty-five teachers and their 
principal Mre Seehof, visited the exhibit 
and later enjoyed a glass of punch with 
the Leonard Staff. 


Natalie Fe Kent of East Branch is resign 
ing on June 17th to be m@rried. Barbara 
smith of Brownsville Children's Branch is 
resisning on June 14the Miss Smith is 


leaving to become & member of the staff of 


The Free Public Library, Montvelier, Vte 


RENCONTRE 
Ae Ve Stuart 
She walked to the music of her own mind's 
making, ) 
The tall, spare spinster in the cheap, 
drab coat, 


And her pale lips, faintly moving, their 
divine thirst were slaking 

At the gods' own Hipoocrene, where bright 
bright buMes float. 


As I passed her, in the half-light, on 
waft of wind I caught the 

yerds once shaped by mortals beyond all 
mortal kene 

With Shelley and Shakespeare she 
walked, with god-like Milton, 

This poorest, palest, shabbie st of the 
daughters of mene 


I looked at the girls, with their silken 
curls tossing, 

Their redder lips than nature, their 
bright eyes of desire. 

O brief is your springtime (I thought) 
my blossomy darlings, 

But hers the authentic, the undying fire. 


And I kissed the nearest blossom ( was 
she Dayhne? was she Chloc?) 

And betwixt my fingers her soft curls 
stirred 

My thoughts were far from her, my 
thoughts were on the highway 

Where walked the lone, gaunt spinster 
with the immortal worde 


Moult = Best Poems of 1935 
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